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March 13, 2020 

 
Madison High School Families, 
 
Madison High School faculty and staff have been working diligently over the past several days to prepare for the 
possibility of an extended school closure as a result of the Coronavirus pandemic (COVID-19).  While there 
remains no known cases in Madison, the district is taking every precaution necessary to keep our students safe and 
to help minimize the spread of the virus.  
 
I thank all families who adjusted their schedules to allow for half days on Tuesday and Friday.  It provided an 
opportunity for staff to finalize a plan that will allow for productive learning in a remote environment.  We 
understand that we will be unable to replicate the experience of physically attending school, but I leave this week 
confident that we have put a solid plan in place.  Our staff has a positive outlook on a situation that is far from 
ideal.  They are willing and open to be flexible in an attempt to continue instruction for our students.  We are 
going to continue to take this day by day and control what we can.  We will work together to take this head on and 
support each other every step of the way. 
 
In the event of a school closure, staff and families will be notified as soon as possible.  There may be a day or two 
required with no instruction to ensure we are fully ready to roll out remotely.  If distance learning is put into place, 
expectations are as follows: 
 

● Students will be expected to use their district-issued device to receive and complete assignments while 
communicating with their teachers.  Students should take these devices and their charges home today. 

● Students will be expected to be online during the scheduled time frame for each of their classes.  They do 
NOT need to report during a study hall or student volunteer period.  Attendance will be taken and 
recorded on Genesis.  Any student who does not participate in the online portion of the class as instructed 
by the teacher will be marked absent.  We will continue following our ABCD schedule and will use the 
following bell schedule.  If adjustments to the schedule are required, additional communication will be 
sent to all parties. 

● Teachers have created a Google Classroom for each class they teach.  Over the past few days, students 
have been signed up and aware of how classes will be conducted.  There will be an agenda posted to 
Google Classroom each day a class is scheduled to meet.  Teachers may use additional resources to 
conduct their lessons, but all resources will be linked to Google Classroom to ensure all information is in 
one location.  

● Teachers will have office hours at the beginning and end of each school day for students to check in via 
email with questions or concerns.  If students are experiencing difficulty with any of their work, they 
should email their teachers to schedule time during the office hours to schedule a remote conference.  We 
have introduced and trained teachers to use the Google Meet platform.  

 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1jC9fGCljRLOXX6fBKfOg2Fhe1Qjoh97K3v45ftM-33c/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1LHH6-dFqpUw95SHYFOZEnhj0xcc9CPgcAOSgaFBaNio/edit?usp=sharing


● Students are expected to complete assignments as requested and comply with all Madison High School 
policies regarding technology use in the classroom.  

● Administrators, counselors, nurses, child study team members, and other support personnel will be 
available to students and families via email.  A remote conference can be scheduled if requested.  

 
We have worked hard to prepare, but we will inevitably face challenges and roadblocks along the way.  This is a 
situation that none of us have ever faced.  We must all be patient, understanding, and work together on behalf of 
the students in Madison.  Everyone must be flexible.  This is truly an endeavor that will require the support and 
effort of students, teachers, and families.  I feel confident that with the dedication, effort, and cooperation of all 
involved, we will meet this challenge with success. 
 
As mentioned in Mr. Schwarz’s email yesterday afternoon, the district is suspending all activities that are not 
directly related to the essential educational functions of our school.  This includes: 
 

● All field trips including the Music Department Trip to Disney World, which is postponed until next 
school year.  Payments that have been made towards the music trip will carry over into next year and 
efforts will be made to reimburse senior families. 

● All end of season winter athletic banquets. 
● All after school activities including spring athletic practices and competitions, club meetings, and 

concerts.  The NJAC (North Jersey Athletic Conference) has provided correspondence that all NJAC 
contests will be suspended through Sunday, April 12th with the hope that NJAC athletic schedules can 
resume on Monday, April 13th.  This recommendation is subject to change based on the conditions 
surrounding the virus.  

● All evening events including Meet the Coaches Night (March 16th), World Language Honor Society 
Induction & International Gala (March 19th), and Dessert and Jazz (March 21st). 

● All outside groups using the high school including Madison Recreation and Adult School.  
 
I understand this will be a huge disappointment for many.  My hope is that we will be able to resume a sense of 
normalcy at some point in the near future.  We will assess the situation on a daily basis and provide updates when 
we have them.  Until then, please take the appropriate measures to ensure the health and safety of you and your 
families, especially those that are most vulnerable to the virus.  
 
Finally, we will still be coordinating Naviance scholarship submissions for seniors during this time.  Please email 
our guidance assistant, Mrs. Redmond (redmondm@madisonnjps.org), your guidance counselor, or Ms. 
Internicola if interested in submitting any activated scholarships that are due during this timeframe.  We will work 
together to make these opportunities available to you to the best of our ability.  
 
Regards, 

 
David Drechsel 
Principal 
Madison High School 


