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Dear MCMS Families: 

Thank you for your support and understanding during this difficult time for all of us. I am grateful for 
the collaboration and the amazing efforts of our students, families and staff during this global pandemic 
health crisis. 

 As a reminder, RSU 38 schools will be extending the school closure until April 26th.  This is a time for 
students and families to engage in social distancing and follow the strategies to slow the spread of COVID-19 
as recommended by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 

Throughout this past week, many staff reached out to families and students, to provide optional 
distance learning opportunities, and to check in on how everyone was doing. We will continue to check in 
remotely, and we encourage our community to reach out to us if there is anything we can do to support you 
and your family. Staff will also be planning and preparing for Remote Learning, which will start officially for 
RSU 38 on March 30th, 2020. Our goal with Remote Learning during this sensitive time is to keep kids 
engaged in their learning, and to give kids opportunities to connect with our amazing community. As a 
school, we are aware of the constraints and pressure our community is feeling.  

If students need to pick up any materials from school, we will be offering drive thru pick up and 
delivery on Friday, 3/27. More information is below. We also understand it can be challenging to structure the 
school day from home. Attached is a link (provided by our interventionist, Kathy Farrin) to a template that 
students and parents can use to support making virtual learning more visible. Please feel free to use this as 
needed in the coming weeks.  

It has been heartwarming to hear from many of you who have checked in and have asked what you 
can do to help. We know food insecurity is a concern for many families, and information about food programs 
being offered during this time, as well as how you can help, are below.  

This is a stressful time for our community, state, nation and world. Please take care of yourself and 
your loved ones. I am grateful for your support, understanding and  patience during this time. We will get 
through this together. I am thankful for each and every one of you. 

 

Maranacook Food Pantry  
The Maranacook Food Pantry is offering Food Boxes to families while we are not in school.  

○ The  Food Pantry is in need of donations  such as peanut butter, jam, cereal, canned 
vegetables and fruit, pasta, sauce, soup, crackers and beans. If you are able to donate 
anything at this time it is greatly appreciated.  

● Please call Dr. Conway (MCHS Principal) at 458-1223 if you have questions or would like 
to make arrangements to drop off a donation.  

 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1cGOuw_MRiga2aiOy8dBfYZh1LUKKWRVUCC5Rn-bIN9g/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1cGOuw_MRiga2aiOy8dBfYZh1LUKKWRVUCC5Rn-bIN9g/edit?usp=sharing


 

 

Remote Learning Prep: Essential School Materials Pick Up Information 
Starting Monday March 30, 2020, we will be starting Remote Learning. Students will have access to materials 
for learning on Google Classroom.  
If your child is in need of hard copies, or has any materials they need from school, please contact your child's 
advisor by 5pm, Tuesday 3/24, t o arrange the pickup or delivery 
 
Things will be gathered and ready on Friday March 27th at the following times: 

● 7:30-9am 
● 4-5pm 

Unfortunately, no students or parents will be allowed in the building; this will be a drive up service only.  
 

● Home delivery can also be arranged- this will occur on 3/27 during the hours of 9-2pm. (Please contact 
your child’s advisor to set this up) 

 Please call us or email us with any questions.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 

Time for Remote Learning!  Now How to Keep Your Laptop Germ-Free 
Tips from our Tech Team 

Is it OK to use a disinfectant on my Apple product?  
Using a 70 percent “isopropyl” alcohol wipe or Clorox Disinfecting Wipes, you may gently wipe the hard, nonporous 
surfaces of your Apple product, such as the display, keyboard, or other exterior surfaces. - Don't use bleach. Avoid 
getting moisture in any opening, and don't submerge your Apple product in any cleaning agents.  
In addition to regular cleaning of your computer or ipad you may find it necessary to disinfect them. 
When a single computer is being used by multiple people either in a home, school, or another setting you may wish to 
disinfect the parts of the computer that people come into contact with, such as the keyboard, mouse, or trackpad.  This 
also applies to Magic Trackpad and other wireless input devices made by Apple. In order to properly disinfect these 
areas, you should use Lysol Wipes or Clorox Kitchen Disinfecting wipes and follow the general rules below when 
disinfecting your Apple product. 
 - Do not use excessively damp cleaning wipes. You may need to squeeze the wipe to remove any excess dampness. 
Do's 

● Be sure to turn off your Mac, unplug the power cord from the wall or power strip, and remove the battery from 
portables or wireless keyboards and mice, before you start the cleaning process. 

● Use a disinfectant wipe to wipe the area first, then use a damp, soft, lint-free cloth, and finally dry the area with 
another soft, lint-free cloth. 

Don’ts 

● Do not use disinfectant wipes containing bleach or disinfectant sprays in general. 
● Do not use an extremely damp disinfectant wipe to clean the area. If you encounter a very damp wipe it may 

need to be squeezed to remove some of the excess liquid before use. 
● Do not allow the liquid from the disinfectant wipe to sit or pool on the area being disinfected for a long amount 

of time. 
● Do not use rough towels or cloths to dry the area. 
● Do not use excess force when disinfecting the area around the keyboard; this could damage the keys. 

Stay healthy everyone! 

 
  
 To the left is a photo of our 

World Language teachers 
(Margot Gyorgy, Sam Watson 
and Jorgeanne Barley) 
practicing Social Distancing 
while planning for Remote 
Learning activities for your 
students.  

 
We miss you all and hope 
you are all healthy and safe. 
Please do not hesitate to 
reach out to us at any time if 
there is anything we can do 
to support your student and 
your family! 
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James Charette Ryan Meserve 
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March 20, 2020 
Dear Families, 
 
I’d like to start by thanking you for your patience with the schools during this unprecedented health care 
crisis.  We want to acknowledge that students and their families are doing their best to navigate through a 
barrage of constantly changing information.  The recent declaration of a civil state of emergency by 
Governor Mills was certainly a game changer.  Our world has changed dramatically in the span of less than a 
full week with guidance and recommendations continuing to evolve on a daily basis. With this in mind I’d 
like to give you some updates as to what actions RSU 38/Maranacook Area schools are taking moving 
forward.  
 
The current school closure will be extended to April 26. (The week of April 19th will continue to  be 
designated our spring vacation week.) 
 
We are currently planning remote learning opportunities for our students.  Staff has begun the process and 
building principals will be communicating next week how and when to get materials. Our target date to 
begin remote learning is Monday, March 30.  (This date may be sooner depending on how quickly materials 
can be ready and plans can be put into place.) 
 
Food service is going to change based on feedback we have received. Please note the following changes: 

● Mount Vernon Elementary School continues to be our distribution site. 
● Our site will distribute meals on the following days only: Monday and Wednesday 

○ Monday (Breakfast and lunch for 2 days) Wednesday (Breakfast and Lunch for 3 
days.) 

○ Pick up time will remain between 7:00 and 9:00 am. 
○ Meals are free for ALL students in Pre-K thru 12th grade. 

 
● Maranacook Community Middle and High Schools  will offer food pantry pick up on Fridays 

from 3:00 to 5:00 pm weekly. Contact Dr. Conway via email: 
dwayne_conway@maranacook.org  for more information. 

 
Schools will remain closed to non-essential personnel and entrance will be based on social distancing 
guidelines from the CDC and the MDOE.  If you need anything from the schools I encourage you to call 
ahead and speak to the building principal to arrange pickup or drop off.  
 

Manchester ~ Mt. Vernon ~ Readfield ~ Wayne 
RSU #38 Office of the Superintendent    45 Millard Harrison Drive   Readfield, Maine 04355 

www.maranacook.org 

mailto:dwayne-conway@maranacook.org


The central office will continue for the time being to be open 8:00 - 3:00 pm. Monday thru Thursday. 
Fridays by appointment only. We are open but closed to the general public.  We respectfully ask that you 
conduct business via phone or email.  
 
In this very challenging time I hope everyone will look to our community schools as a source of support. 
Although we will adhere to the recommendations around social distancing, hand washing, etc. for the health 
of everyone this does not have to mean social isolation. If you need anything as we work through these next 
several weeks please reach out to any of our caring staff, you are not alone!  I will continue to provide 
updates as we rollout remote learning, monitor the developments of Covid-19, and make decisions about 
returning to school. There will be more questions than answers in the short term but I will do my best to 
provide answers and information as it becomes available.  In the meantime, stay healthy and safe! 
 
Sincerely, 

 
James Charette 
Superintendent of Schools 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 


