
 

 

 
March 22, 2020 
 
COVID-19 Letter #3 Update 
 
Dear RSU 12 Families, Staff, and Community, 
 
We are extending the RSU 12 school closure until at least April 27, 2020. Please plan for the 
possibility of school closure beyond April 27th. We understand the gravity of this decision and the 
impact it will have on our students, families, and community. We will reevaluate this decision regularly 
as the conditions change. This decision was made after reviewing recommendations from medical 
providers, area school districts, the Maine Centers for Disease Control, the Maine Department of 
Education, and from Governor Janet Mills. 
 
Last week, Governor Mills issued an Executive Order intended to blunt the impact of COVID-19 on 
Maine citizens. The directive applies across the state and includes limits on shared public space. Given 
this emergency legislation and confirmed cases in the region, we simply don't see a way to safely 
convene large groups in RSU 12 spaces. Thus, we have made the decision to keep schools closed 
until after the school vacation, April 27th.  
 
We know this presents an enormous challenge for our families in regards to child care, food security, 
distance learning, and more. This unprecedented situation is new to all of us. It has been wonderful to 
witness the RSU 12 community working together to support each other and to overcome this challenge. 
Please take care of yourself, your family, your friends, and neighbors during this difficult time. 
 
Continued Learning Packets 
 
Our teachers, education support staff, and administrators have made valiant efforts navigating this 
unexpected situation. During this extended closure, we will continue to plan educational opportunities 
for students to work on at home. School staff will be available by email and/or other electronic means 
during regular school hours to answer questions and to be of assistance during this prolonged remote 
learning period. Continued Learning Packets will be delivered every Friday by bus to those that want 
them delivered. They can also be picked up at your student’s school. Please contact your school to 
learn how to receive a Continued Learning Packet if you have not already. THANK YOU to our 
education staff for making these weekly individualized packets available to our students. 
 
Food Distribution 
 
I want to THANK the incredible team that has worked so hard in RSU 12 to bring education and meals 
to our students and families! So many folks have worked nights and weekends to do everything 

 



 
 
 

possible during this monumental change in how we do business. RSU 12 staff will continue to deliver 
breakfast and lunch packages to students under 18 years old every Monday, Wednesday, and Friday 
by bus. THANK YOU to our bus drivers and our bus riders for making these deliveries possible. You 
can also pick up food at Chelsea, Whitefield, Windsor, or Palermo schools. Please contact your 
student’s school to make arrangements for food if you have not already.  
 
RSU 12 Facilities 
 
All RSU 12 buildings will be closed to the public during this extended closure. THANK YOU to our 
custodial staff who is spending this time deep cleaning and disinfecting our buildings. THANK YOU to 
our front office staff and our nurses for helping coordinate all the details required to provide support and 
accomplish our goals. The front office staff in all buildings are working remotely as much as possible. 
The front offices of all buildings are available on a limited schedule.  
 
Social Distancing  
 
Many parents and staff are concerned that some in the community may not understand the call for 
“social distancing.” Health officials throughout the country are telling us to cease gathering with others 
in large groups. To read more about “flattening the curve” and the need to practice social distancing, 
please see the article, “Social Distancing: This is Not a Snow Day.” 
 
This is a challenging period of time for all members of our community. I encourage each of us to look 
out for one another. If you see a problem, then try to help find or offer a solution. Follow the advice of 
our leaders and health professionals on what each of us can do so we can all do our part to help out. 
 
We can make it through this together by remaining positive and thankful for what we have. RSU 12 will 
do everything we can to be a partner with the community during this difficult time.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Howard Tuttle 
Superintendent, RSU 12 
 

 

 

https://core-docs.s3.amazonaws.com/documents/asset/uploaded_file/618646/Social-Distancing-This-is-Not-a-Snow-Day.pdf

