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Good evening.  In light of the news today, and the experience we are having together, I wanted to 
reach out to you.  Please know that we will communicate on an ongoing basis.  As news becomes 
available, we will update you.  
 
Today, Governor Hutchinson announced the closure of all Arkansas public schools through April 
17th.  I want you to know that we have a plan in place that will see us through this time. 
 
To our Fayetteville Public Schools family, our students, our parents, our staff members, and our 
community, I want to thank you for the extraordinary work you are doing. Parents, you are going 
above and beyond to keep your children learning.  You are doing a great job!  Students - thank you 
for your willingness to keep up with your schoolwork during this very different and challenging time.  I 
have faith in you!  You will rise to the occasion! 
 
Fayetteville Public School staff members, the dedication you have exhibited is amazing - but not at all 
surprising.  
Dedicated staff members are providing healthy meals for students and taking care of families, and 
cleaning and prepping buildings for our eventual return to school. Our teachers are working with 
students through Alternative Methods of Instruction to help them continue to learn through this crisis.    
 
Next week is Spring Break, and even though your family’s travel plans may have changed, I urge all 
students and teachers to take a much-needed break and not work on AMI or at-home assignments. 
Please enjoy this time with your family.  
 
In the coming days, please be careful and follow the recommendations from the Arkansas 
Department of Health and the CDC to keep you and your family safe. 
 
We are navigating some new territory right now. But working together, we will get through this.   In the 
meantime, I’m reminded of what Christopher Robin said to Winnie the Pooh, “You are braver than 
you believe, stronger than you seem, and smarter than you think.”  
 
Please take care of yourself because WE NEED YOU! I hope to see you soon.  


