March 2020

Joy, Kindness, Self-Control
A Prescription for Coronavirus?
Who knew in August of 2019 how vital our theme would be for this school
year?! Three fruits of the Spirit - Joy, Kindness, Self-Control - seem
divinely inspired now in March 2020. It would seem these fruits are the
supports and discipline we need in this hour of the worldwide Coronavirus
pandemic.
Self-Control - Let’s start here with the discipline to follow the safe protocols
demanded by our health professionals. We are asked to safely distance
ourselves from others to avoid spread of the disease. To stay home and
avoid all unnecessary contact with other people. We are a social
people - this will take discipline and commitment.
Kindness - Care and concern for others is the definition of kindness. As
Christians, we strive to daily live this fruit of the Spirit. It is also a primary
purpose of social distancing. To use every means available to avoid
contracting the virus ourselves, but equally important is to avoid spreading
the virus to others - especially those most vulnerable people, the elderly
and those with other medical issues. And let's face it - the stress of the
situation alone may test our patience with our own family and neighbors.
Let's reach out beyond ourselves, be patient with lines and delays, and
help one another get through these tough times.
Joy - Finally each and every day, let’s find joy! God is with us in all things.
Look for the silver linings in our circumstances. See the opportunity to
reconnect with your busy family members. Let the slower pace of our lives
these next few weeks restore a peace we lose when every minute is
scheduled. Reach out to the elderly neighbor or a beloved aunt who
perhaps cannot receive visitors but would love a call or a note. Like the
Tenor in Italy, who stood on his balcony singing his love and support to his
neighbors, let us share joy.
Most importantly though, let’s pray. We are a people of faith, let’s join each
day to pray:
 For our local, regional, and national leaders
 For all medical personnel and first responders
 Seniors citizens and those with underlying medical conditions
Please follow our social media accounts on Facebook and Twitter and our
school website at www.NorwalkCatholicSchool.org.

Tuition
is Frozen!
We are so pleased to announce that tuition for the upcoming school year
will be frozen at the 2019-20 levels. We are able to do this because of
strong enrollment (10 year high of 755 students this year!), prudent
financial management, and an amazingly generous commitment by our
parents, parishioners, alumni and total community.
Our Unique Funding Model Keeps Us Strong!
Our funding model is not random but a carefully formed, strategic plan that
raises significant dollars to fund our ministries. Three near-equal sources of
funding give our mission the strongest foundation possible. Through
educational efforts on stewardship and building God’s kingdom, we
promote this shared funding option to our parents, parishioners, alumni and
friends.
We say Thank You to all our supporters who give to these three
components:
Parent Support - Tuition is affordable. Parents pay their way for their
children with monthly payment plans, family caps, and scholarships that
make it possible. Parents have a deep commitment to our mission AND
give to all three funding components, volunteer and get involved. Full
enrollment, a key part of our financial security, boosts our efficiency,
maximizes state funds and most importantly helps us reach more children.
Parish Support – Our school is seen as a vital part of our parish mission.
So many in our pews today have been touched in some way by the school,
as an alum, parent, grandparent, friend. The mission is clearly visible here
with students serving, singing, and lectoring at Mass. Service projects
directly benefit our parish and community. Our parish income is enhanced
because our mission is great.
Friends for the Future Giving – NCS has a very solid and active
development effort. With our strong Annual Fund and Spring Fling we strive
to meet 30% of the school’s budget. We include every constituency group
in our spiritual and stewardship model. Growing givers’ hearts and
commitment to God’s work being done at NCS is of primary importance.
The most important aspect of this successful structure is our desire to build
the Kingdom of God. Together, as a community and as a legacy, we all
own the mission of Catholic schools in Norwalk. Together, we secure the
future of our school while forming people in our faith.

USCCB President’s Reflection and
Prayer During Coronavirus - March 13, 2020
WASHINGTON- Archbishop José H. Gomez of Los
Angeles, president of the U.S. Conference of Catholic
Bishops, has issued the following regarding Coronavirus
(COVID-19):
With the worldwide outbreak of the coronavirus, we are confronted
once more with the fragility of our lives, and again we are reminded
of our common humanity — that the peoples of this world are our
brothers and sisters, that we are all one family under God.
God does not abandon us, he goes with us even now in this time of
trial and testing. In this moment, it is important for us to anchor our
hearts in the hope that we have in Jesus Christ. Now is the time to
intensify our prayers and sacrifices for the love of God and the love
of our neighbor. Let us draw closer to one another in our love for him,
and rediscover the things that truly matter in our lives.
United with our Holy Father Pope Francis, let us pray in solidarity for
our brothers and sisters here and around the world who are sick. Let
us pray for those who have lost loved ones to this virus. May God
console them and grant them peace.

1. Keep skills sharp;
reinforce what they
have learned this year
2. Enrichment
3. Receive feedback
through email and
Google Classroom

We pray also for doctors, nurses, and caregivers, for public health
officials and all civic leaders. May God grant them courage and
prudence as they seek to respond to this emergency with
compassion and in service to the common good.
In this time of need, I invite all the faithful to seek together the
maternal intercession of Our Lady of Guadalupe, and I share this
prayer with you:
Holy Virgin of Guadalupe,
Queen of the Angels
and Mother of the Americas.
We fly to you today
as your beloved children.
We ask you to intercede for us
with your Son,
as you did at the wedding in Cana.
Pray for us, loving Mother,
and gain for our nation and world,
and for all our families and loved ones,
the protection of your holy angels,
that we may be spared the worst
of this illness.
For those already afflicted,
we ask you to obtain the grace
of healing and deliverance.
Hear the cries of those
who are vulnerable and fearful,
wipe away their tears and help them to
trust.
In this time of trial and testing,
teach all of us in the Church to love one another
and to be patient and kind.
Help us to bring the peace of Jesus
to our land and to our hearts.
We come to you with confidence,
knowing that you truly are our compassionate mother,
health of the sick and cause of our joy.
Shelter us under the mantle of your protection,
keep us in the embrace of your arms,
help us always to know the love of your Son, Jesus. Amen.

Parents and students are accepting the online/at home
learning challenge. Thank you for your patience during
these unprecedented times. We have received several
pictures of the different things our students are working
on at home. Make sure to remain in contact with your
child’s teacher. They are working hard to make sure your
children have the tools necessary to keep their minds
sharp!

January
 Jeff Moehle (twice)
 Denny Welfle
 Brian Scheid
 Sally Moltz
 Jack Schaffer
 Dan Hipp
 Lynsey Welfle
 Jesse Bleile
 Therese Storer
 Marty Timman
 Mary Newland
 Aaron Schoen
 Bernie Mirtes
 Don Adelman

February
 Pat Spettel
 Dick Doughty
 Sam Bleile
 Alex Welfle
 Brian Lonz
 Carl Camp
 John Celata
 Jean Foster
 Lynsey Welfle
 Sheryl Laing
 Sydney Young
 Teresa Hansen

