
March 19, 2020

Ted Alejandre, Superintendent 
San Bernardino County Office of Education 
601 North E Street 
San Bernardino, CA  92415-0010 

Dear Mr. Alejandre: 

Yesterday, Governor Newsom made a statement that schools may not reopen until after summer break. 
With the world's attention on the increase of the COVID-19 spread across the nation, including 
California, San Bernardino County school districts continue to be concerned with the safety, health and 
well-being of our students, staff and communities. 

The Department of Public Health appreciates the opportunity to collaborate with the Office of the San 
Bernardino County Superintendent of Schools and district superintendents to address the impact of 
COVID-19 on our public schools and support the decision to close all schools countywide through May 1. 
This is our continued effort to slow the spread of COVID-19 and protect the health of our students, staff 
and school communities.  As the Acting Health Officer, I support San Bernardino County education 
leaders in those decisions, given the uncertainly and unknowns we face with this virus.

Health officials strongly encourage residents of San Bernardino to stay home as much as possible while 
only participating in essential activities, such as critical work functions and shopping for necessities. We 
know these measures are challenging, but social distancing will help to protect all of our communities. 
We encourage older adults and those with chronic medical conditions to take additional precautions to 
avoid getting sick with the disease.

The San Bernardino County Health Department continues to work with federal, state, and local partners
including the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), the California Department of Public 
Health (CDPH) and health care providers on preparedness efforts and to guide appropriate care for those 
who may be at risk for illness associated with the virus.  We look forward to continuing to work with you 
and local school leaders to develop a collective and long-term strategy to address this issue and ensure 
the safety of our children and our communities. 

Sincerely, 

Erin Gustafson, MD, MPH 
Acting Health Officer San 
Bernardino County 
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Trudy Raymundo 
Director 
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