
Alton and Viola Rand           

Elementary Schools 

 

        Alton Elementary Field Day 2021 
 
On Friday, June 11, we started off the day with field 
day activities.  In the photo, pre-k student Richard Wil-
ley shows nice form throwing the foam noodle javelin at 
the target!  There were nine stations of activities 
through which each grade rotated throughout the morn-
ing.  Members of the Alton Fire Department did the 
grilling for a lunchtime cookout followed by sno cones.  
It turned out to be a perfect day for it—not too hot or 
too cold and a breeze kept the bugs at bay with inter-
mittent sunshine!  It was a fun morning and a nice way to 

spend the next to last day of school.  When students returned indoors, they got a copy of the 
school yearbook prepared by Shelly Spear.  This day was made possible by generous donations from 
Cyr Bus and Casella.  The annual donations by these benefactors enable each student to receive a 
yearbook at no cost to the student and covers the food costs for the cook out.  With all the changes 
this year has required, this adherence to tradition was appreciated! 

June 14, 2021 

Tokens for healthy choices! 

All year at Viola Rand School students have had opportunities to earn tokens for healthy choices.  They keep the 
tokens on a ring.  If they bring healthy snacks for a week, they get an apple, broccoli or cheese token.  When they 
exhibit respect, responsibility, caring or knowledge, they may earn a bear paw token.  At the assemblies, each stu-

dent received a certificate telling how many miles they logged this year while earning foot tokens for times 
around the track.  Cumulatively, the school covered over 450 miles.  Two first grade girls did 24 miles each!  At 

assemblies throughout the year, we award bear paws to the student from each class who 
most exemplifies one of the 4 bear paw traits—red=caring, green = responsibility, yellow = 
respect and blue = knowledge.  When you mix all those colors you get black. The black bear 

paw was awarded at year end assemblies for the student leader from each class who regular-
ly shows all four traits all the time.  We are very proud of those students!     
               

This kiddo was proudly wearing her ring of tokens at the assembly!  =>     

Student Recognition Assemblies 

Usually, there is one awards assembly in each school at the end of the year.  This year, there were 
four in each school so that we would continue keeping students in their cohorts.  It was disappointing 
to not have parents in attendance but we look forward to a return to that next year.  Students in 
Bradley were recognized on Friday afternoon.  In Alton, the assemblies will be on Monday afternoon.  
The last one of the day is for 4th and 5th grade students.  We have invited the fifth grade parents 
to attend if they wish to do so, with masks on and distanced seats.   



 

Fifth Grade Transition 

To help prepare the fifth grade students who head to the middle school in the fall, Gert came 

and talked to the class a few weeks ago.  On this past Thursday, all of the 5th grade students in 

the district headed to LMS for a tour given by an LMS student and a question and answer session 

with LMS students.  The kids appreciated this very much!  They returned to the school, had lunch 

and headed off again to the Penobscot Ice Arena in Brewer for a class trip to wind up their ele-

mentary school years!  It was a fun afternoon for all of us!  I had a great time skating with the stu-

dents, some of whom were comfortable on skates, and others who were learning.  A young man 

named Winfield Billings (purple tie dye shirt) would get the most persistent award for his effort at 

learning to skate.  He stuck with it and was very proud of himself at the end of the ice time! 

 

I think it has been about a decade since we have had 5th grade in Alton.  It has added a lot having 
them back again!  Keeping the Alton fifth grade for this extra year was a silver lining as was add-
ing new faces to the class.  It was an adjustment for the Old Town and Argyle students to attend 
such a smaller school for just a year, but it seemed to work out well.  They were still able to be 
involved in band and the civil rights team through Zoom, and Mrs. Daniel helped with transporta-
tion for the two students that participated in the musical ‘Annie’ at OTES.  I am sorry to see all 
of these fifth grade students move on but it was exciting to see the children who were screened 
for kindergarten next year and plan for what 2021-22 will bring! 

Summer School countdown is on! 

There will be ~70 students  

attending summer school in  

Alton this first year!  

July 6—August 6  Monday—Friday 

About 60% of the population in the 
two schools combined have signed 
up and students are excited!  Wow! 

<= Logo created by Tim Larsen! 


