
Dear Parents and Community, 

I know you have a lot of questions. I will do my best to answer the ones I can and work on others as 
information becomes available. Please continue to post questions on social media or go to this web page 
and click “Ask the Superintendent”: http://www.nixonsmiley.net/o/District/page/superintendent--20 

COVID- 19 - Q&A as of March 18, 2020 

·         Why the extended closure? Will students be back April 7th? Have staff members been 
exposed/tested positive? 

It has become clear the lack of diagnosed cases of COVID-19 does not mean it is not already 
in the Nixon-Smiley area. Over the last two days, I learned we have staff members who are in 
self-quarantine because they have traveled or have immediate family members who are ill. 
We also have employees who are ill themselves and choosing to self-quarantine, although 
none definitively diagnosed with COVID-19. As you can imagine, it became clear our original 
re-open date was no longer appropriate. 

As I noted in the press release last night, April 7th will now be the earliest students would 
return. However, I believe the 7th may be optimistic. There are currently 941 school districts 
in Texas confirmed closed and 33 states where all schools are mandated closed. Moreover, 
with the anticipated increase in testing, we may see a surge in diagnoses in the coming 
weeks. Please begin planning to be closed indefinitely. 

I am very aware school closing is disruptive to families. These decisions are not being made 
lightly. We will do our best to find a “new normal” and pray that we have an opportunity to 
get back soon. 

·         Isn’t this a lot of over-reaction to “just a cold”? 

I hope you are right. However, the only way to know, is to do nothing. That is a dangerous bet 
that many of us are not willing to make. 

·         Are campuses and outdoor facilities closed? 

Yes. Please do not come to the school to use the playgrounds, basketball courts, tennis courts, 
or utilize the library.  I am very sorry about this! As you may know, NSCISD has always 
welcomed students to play after school and to our evening library. This is no longer a safe thing 
to do. 

The only exception is that you may come to school to pick up grab and go breakfasts and 
lunches. 

·         Can NSCISD deliver breakfast and lunch? 
  
We began mobilizing in this direction today. Miss Rogers and Mrs. Torres organized the delivery 
of a limited number of breakfasts and lunches for about 25 families. In the coming days, we will 
expand our reach now that we know school will be closed for a more extended time. More 
information will be sent out by Monday, including when, where, and how to participate. 
  

http://www.nixonsmiley.net/o/District/page/superintendent--20


I am sorry we were not able to do this as quickly as other school districts. We have over 300 
square miles within the NSCISD boundaries. We needed to make sure we had appropriate food 
available to transport so that it would still be edible when it reached the children. 
  
·         Will NSCISD continue to academically serve students? How? 

Look for information to be sent out to parents and families by Tuesday, March 24th. We will have 
both high-tech and low-tech options. This will range from remote learning packets to online 
courses. We will also provide directions, supplies, devices, and internet hot spots when possible. 
The goal will be to ensure students have what they need to be successful as they move forward, 
from PreK through High School, and to include DAEP and special needs students. 

·         Will High School Seniors still be able to graduate on time? 

If a student was on track to graduate this year, we will do everything possible to help them earn 
their remaining credits to graduate on time. We will post specific information on our web site in 
the coming days. Also, HS students will have “case managers” who will contact families in the 
coming week to discuss expectations and needs. 

o    What if I owe Saturday school or am making up failed courses? 

Students in these situations will be contacted by a member of the HS administrative 
team in the coming week to discuss expectations and needs. Our goal is that they will 
also be able to graduate on time. 

o    What about class rank? 

We are reviewing options as the remainder of the school year obviously looks very 
different than we traditionally enjoyed. More information will be shared with seniors 
and their families as soon as we know what direction we are taking. 

·         Is this an “extended spring break” or an emergency closing? 

I have been informed that some divorce decrees have a clause that allows non-custodial parents 
to have possession of their children “during spring break.” Parents should work with their 
attorneys for clarity, but this is an “Emergency School Closing”, not extended spring break. 

  

I hope this covers your questions to date. As noted above, there is a lot more information coming and 
you are welcome to contact us with any additional questions. 

Thanks for your continued patience and understanding! We are in uncharted territory and really need 
you to extend grace where you can. 

Sincerely, 

Cathy L. Lauer, Ph.D. 

Superintendent 

 


