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The Thomasville City Board of Education believes that access to the academic resources available on the Internet is 

necessary to prepare students for productive citizenship and employment in future years.  In addition, locally developed 

Intranets among schools can increase communication within the school system, enhance productivity, and assist in 

sharing school system information with parents, community members, social service agencies, government agencies, 

and businesses.   

 

Internet/Intranet access for the students and employees of Thomasville City School System is offered as part of a 

collaborative project with the City of Thomasville and Community Network Services (CNS), the local Internet Service 

Provider.  The goal of providing Internet/Intranet access is to promote educational excellence by facilitating resource 

sharing, innovation, and communication; however, with widespread access to computers and people comes the 

possibility of encountering material and information that do not support the mission and goals of the Thomasville City 

School System.  It is impossible to guarantee that an individual user will never have access to inappropriate on-line 

content, but precautions will be taken whenever possible to restrict access to inappropriate materials.  Therefore, the 

Board reserves the right to regulate any particular use of the Internet/Intranet by students or employees.  School staff 

will closely supervise student use of the Internet/Intranet and filtering software will be used to limit access to 

inappropriate materials.  A signed parental permission form (Internet User Agreement for Students) will be required 

before any student will be allowed to use Internet/Intranet resources. Employees must also sign an Internet User 

Agreement for School System Employees.   

 

Thomasville City School System will coordinate provision of Internet/Intranet access to students and employees in 

accordance with the approved Acceptable Use Policy (AUP) of the Thomasville City School Board of Education.  All 

users of Internet/Intranet services must maintain strict compliance with all applicable ethical and legal rules and 

regulations.  A copy of the Acceptable Use Policy will be made available to all students and employees of Thomasville 

City Schools. 

 

Acceptable Use 
The purpose of the Thomasville City School System’s Internet/Intranet is to support research and education in and 

among academic institutions in the United States and the world by providing access to unique resources and the 

opportunity for collaborative work as well as enhancing communication among all stakeholders. The smooth operation 

of the network relies upon the proper conduct of the end users who must adhere to strict guidelines.  Therefore, the use 

of the network must be in support of education and research consistent with the educational objectives of the 

Thomasville City School System.  Transmission of any material in violation of any United States or state regulation, or 

Thomasville City School System’s policy, is prohibited, to include, but not limited to, copyrighted material, threatening, 

indecent, or obscene material or material protected by trade secret, use for commercial activities, product advertisement 

or political lobbying is prohibited.  Users must also comply with the acceptable use policies of the local Internet service 

(CNS). 

 

Privileges 
The use of the Internet/Intranet is a privilege, and as such, is conditional upon the individual’s compliance with any and 

all state and federal laws, school regulations, and the exercise of good manners.  The State of Georgia and the United 

States have promulgated laws governing the use of computers and related technology such as electronic 

communications networks.  The Georgia Computer Systems Protection Act specifically forbids various forms of 

computer use and abuse, and the U.S. copyright laws govern the duplication of computer programs and the “fair use” of 

copyrighted on-line information.  The Thomasville City Schools’ Internet/Intranet Acceptable Use Policy may specify 

additional user privileges and restrictions.  It is the responsibility of the system-level Technology Coordinator and 

Network Support Manager to manage the network resources and ensure user compliance with the Acceptable Use 

Policy. Therefore, the Technology Coordinator or Network Support Manager may suspend or revoke privileges as 

deemed necessary. 

 

Any student, teacher, or staff member of Thomasville City Schools may apply for Internet/Intranet access privileges.  

All students must sign the Internet User Agreement for Students.  Students under the age of 18 must also have a parent 

or guardian sign the Internet User Agreement for Students.  The signature of a parent or guardian acknowledges that the 

parent or guardian is aware that the use of the Thomasville City School System network is a privilege, that the parent or 

guardian is responsible for their child’s access and usage, and that some materials available on the Internet may be 

unsuitable for their child. 
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Responsibilities 

Users are responsible for their own behavior while using school computing resources and are expected to act in a 

considerate and responsible manner.  All users of Thomasville City School System’s network resources are expected to 

abide by the generally accepted rules of network etiquette.  These include, but are not limited to, the following: 

 1. Any and all illegal activities are strictly prohibited. 

 2. Users shall be polite and considerate of other users. 

 3.  Users shall use appropriate language at all times.  The use of profanity, vulgarities, or other inappropriate 

language is prohibited. 

 4. Users shall use equipment in a timely manner, so that other users may have an opportunity to utilize 

resources. 

 5. Users shall not reveal personal information, such as name, address or phone number, nor that of students or 

colleagues. 

 6. All communications and information accessible via the network should be assumed to be subject to 

copyright law. 

 

The school system or each individual school may add rules, as circumstances require.  The rules of responsible 

computer use will be posted in each classroom within the Thomasville City School System and all administrative 

offices.  

 

Unacceptable Use 

The purpose of the Thomasville City School System network is to support research and education.  The Board reserves 

the right to determine the acceptability of any specific use of the network.  The following guidelines, although not 

exclusive, constitute examples of unacceptable use of the Internet/Intranet:  

 

 1.  No person shall use technology equipment of the Thomasville City School System for commercial business 

or profit or for solicitations of purchases of any kind. 

 2.  Neither students nor employees will use network resources to play non-instructional computer games. 

 3. No person shall use any personal software or printer without prior approval from the Technology 

Coordinator or the Network Support Manager. 

 4. No person shall deliberately access, remove, or copy any program or file on a computer belonging to 

someone else without specific authorization. 

 5. No person shall add, delete, copy programs, or tamper with existing programs in such a way that causes the 

computer to stop performing computer operations or that disrupts the use of the network by others. 

 7. No person shall engage in any conduct, including e-mail, chat rooms, social media, or instant messaging, 

which harasses, libels, slanders, or in any way damages the reputation of another individual. 

 8. No person shall access, display, or send any materials that are profane, vulgar, threatening, pornographic, 

indecent, or harmful to minors. 

 9. No person may disguise or hide his/her identity, including changing his/her name on the system.  Only 

members of the technology department may change any aspect of a user’s account. 

 10. No person shall create “home pages” or directories without approval by the Technology Coordinator or the 

Network Support Manager. 

 11. Under no circumstances should students arrange to meet an individual they have contacted while using 

system-computing resources.  Students should notify the classroom teacher and their parent or guardian 

immediately upon an attempt by any user to arrange to meet them or upon a contact from a user for an illicit 

or suspicious purpose. 

 

The teacher, principal and Technology Coordinator will have the discretion to immediately suspend or restrict any 

student or employee’s access to and use of the Thomasville City School System’s network resources upon the apparent 

breach of these terms and conditions of acceptable use.  Teachers and administrators may request suspension of another 

user’s access rights upon notification of the Technology Coordinator.  The user will be informed of the suspected breach 

of the Acceptable Use Policy and given the opportunity to explain the situation.  If this explanation is not satisfactory, 

the principal or the employee’s supervisor will provide a written incident report to the Technology Coordinator. 

 

Privacy 
No student shall give out his/her personal information while using the Internet/Intranet resources of the Thomasville 

City School System unless authorized and as required for participation in approved sites.  In addition, information of 
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this kind should not be given regarding any other user.  No user shall give out his/her password to anyone other than the 

members of the technology department, nor shall any person use the account or password of any other Thomasville City 

School System account holder.  Breaches of privacy are direct violations of the Acceptable Use Policy. 

 

It is not the intention of the Thomasville City School System to actively monitor the electronic mail (e-mail) of account 

holders.  However, there is no guarantee or reasonable expectation of privacy when e-mail is sent or received.  During 

the course of maintaining the network, the members of the technology department will have access to all electronic 

messages and may inadvertently access inappropriate private messages or content that requires notification of the proper 

authorities.  The Technology Coordinator or Network Support Manager may be requested to access a user’s e-mail by 

the Superintendent, the local Internet Service Provider or law enforcement officials if inappropriate or harmful use of 

the network is suspected.  It is the policy of the Thomasville City School System that email is not retained. 

 

Security 
Security of any computer system is a high priority.  Any user who suspects or identifies a network security problem 

must notify a classroom teacher or building-level administrator immediately. The principal or central office 

administrator should then notify the Technology Coordinator or Network Support Manager.  Network security problems 

must not be demonstrated to other users.  

 

User passwords are one element of network security and should remain private.  Users should not reveal their passwords 

or allow another person to use their password.  Any individual who steals or attempts to steal another user’s password 

will lose network privileges.  Access rights are another level of network security.  Any user who attempts to change the 

level of their access rights or attempts to log into the network as a user with higher access rights will have their network 

privileges immediately canceled and face disciplinary action. Any user identified as a security risk, or having a history 

of problems with other computer systems, may be denied access to the Thomasville City School System’s computer 

networks. 

 

Copyright Guidelines 
The Thomasville City School System abides by all federal copyright guidelines, laws, and licensing agreements 

governing the use of software.  All users must also abide by these guidelines.  To avoid copyright infringements, 

individual users must not download software without the express prior permission of the Technology Coordinator.  

Commercial software must be properly obtained and documented with official school system purchase orders.  Single 

user software may not be installed on multiple machines and multi-station software must be installed in compliance with 

the number of users specified in the licensing agreement.  Copyright infringement regarding commercial software must 

be reported to the Technology Coordinator or Network Support Manager immediately.   

 

Employees may try “shareware” or “freeware” available on the Internet after approval by a member of the technology 

department.   All conditions and terms of use established by the authors of freeware and shareware must be followed, 

including payment after a trial evaluation period or limitations on the number of users.  If there is a time limit on the use 

of the software, it must be removed in compliance with the author’s wishes. 

 

On the Internet, there are other forms of digital information (e.g. text, images, audio, sound, animations, etc.) that may 

also be affected by copyright laws.  The creators of this information may claim such materials as their “intellectual” 

property.  Users must avoid plagiarism (i.e. claiming the works of someone else as your own).  Students or school 

system employees may not download online materials for use without complying with the conditions established by the 

creator (e.g. payment, acknowledgment, etc.).  Users may capture such digital information (e.g. text, images, audio, 

sound, animations, etc.) for use in World Wide Web home pages, multimedia presentations, or school-related projects as 

long as copyright laws or a creator’s specific restrictions are met.  Copyright law generally allows the use of someone 

else’s information for educational purposes but with the restriction that it cannot be sold nor publicly displayed.    

All questions and concerns about possible copyright violations of material obtained over the Internet must be directed to 

a school’s Media Specialist or the Technology Coordinator.  

 

Vandalism 

No user shall make any malicious attempt to harm, modify, or destroy the data, materials, equipment, or software of 

another user or of the Thomasville City School System.  This includes physical destruction of property as well as 

damage to information that may be stored on computers or the network.  Vandalism will result in revocation of access 

privileges, as well as additional disciplinary action when appropriate. 
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Computer viruses can also cause damage.  Viruses are often inadvertently introduced from disks, flash drives, or as 

attachments to downloaded programs.  To avoid accidental introduction and distribution of computer viruses, individual 

users are not permitted to download software from the Internet/Intranet.  Requests for such downloads should be made 

to the Network Support Manager.  Any user found to be creating or intentionally loading a computer virus to any school 

system computer or network will immediately lose all access rights and will be reported to the appropriate legal 

authorities for prosecution.   

 

Enforcement of Policy 

The Thomasville City School System uses a technology protection measure that blocks or filters Internet access to block 

access to some Internet sites that are not in accordance with the policy of the Thomasville City School System.  The 

technology protection measure that blocks or filters Internet access may be disabled by a member of the technology 

department for bona fide research or other lawful purposes by an adult.  A member of the technology department may 

override the technology protection measure that blocks or filters Internet access for a student to access a site with 

legitimate educational value that is wrongly blocked by the technology protection measure that blocks or filters Internet 

access.  Thomasville City School System staff will monitor students’ use of the Internet, through either direct 

supervision, or by monitoring Internet use history, to ensure enforcement of the policy. With approval from his or her 

supervisor, an employee may request a filter override in order to access blocked educational resources. 

 

Consequences 
Any user violating the provisions outlined in Thomasville City School System’s Acceptable Use Policy regarding the 

use of online Internet/Intranet facilities or resources, applicable state and federal laws, posted classroom rules, or rules 

of the local Internet Service Provider is subject to loss of network privileges, disciplinary actions, and possible criminal 

prosecution.  School administrators will make the determination as to whether a user’s actions constitute unacceptable 

use and their decision is final.  Violation of the Acceptable Use Policy may result in the following: 

 Loss of network access privileges for a specified period of time. 

 Permanent loss of network privileges. 

 Other consequences as determined by the Disciplinary Tribunal. 

 

Repeated violation of the Acceptable Use Policy may result in immediate or permanent cancellation of network access 

privileges.  Conduct otherwise in violation of Board policies or regulations with regard to Internet/Intranet use may also 

result in disciplinary proceedings.    

 

Criminal and/or civil prosecution may result from violation of state, federal, or international laws.  The user and/or the 

user’s parent(s)/legal guardian(s) shall be responsible for compensating the Thomasville City School System for any 

losses, costs, or damages incurred by the Thomasville City School System relating to or arising out of the user’s 

violation of this policy. 

 

Warranties 
The Thomasville City School System makes no warranties of any kind, whether expressed or implied, for providing 

Internet/Intranet service to students or school system employees.  The Board will not be responsible for any damages 

suffered by any user, to include but not limited to, loss of data resulting from delays, nondeliveries, misdeliveries, or 

service interruptions caused by its own negligence or by user errors or omissions. The Thomasville City School System 

specifically denies any responsibility for the accuracy or quality of information obtained through its services.  Use of 

any information obtained via the Internet/Intranet is at the user’s own risk. 

 

 


