
BLOOMINGDALE PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Board of Education 

 
 

SPECIAL Board Meeting       November 21, 2016 
Bloomingdale Middle/High School      6:00 p.m. 
Auditorium 
 

1) Call to Order 
 

The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by President Tim Remington. 
 

2) Roll Call 
 
Absent: Harris 
Present: Hassing, Walle, Remington, Harrison, Parsley, Hardester 
 

3) Approval of Agenda/Changes 
 
It was motioned by Harrison and supported by Hardester to approve the agenda as 
presented. Voice vote, all aye. Motion carried. 
 

4) Board Information/Reports 
 
A. Athletic Conference 

Superintendent Paquette, Middle and High School Principal Rick Reo and Athletic 
Director Alan Farnquist provided the Board with information regarding the two 
athletic conference options available for Bloomingdale Schools.  Following the 
presentation, the Board asked questions of Mr. Reo, Mrs. Paquette and Mr. Farnquist.  

 
5) Public Comments 

 
Prior to comments beginning, Superintendent Paquette communicated to the audience 
about the Board Policy that governs public comments. She reiterated that commenters 
will not receive a response from the Board. 
 
Christy Moss – Has two daughters who play sports; expressed concerns about the travel 
time. She indicated that she is in support of the Southwest 10. With the larger mega 
conference the travel time being nearly 75 minutes. Having the smaller conference would 
provide our athletes the opportunity to be more competitive and boost their confidence 
abilities. 
 
Tod Odell – Feels that colleges look more favorably on the larger districts because they 
get more media attention. It is difficult to get the media’s attention as a small school, 
therefore, he feels that coaches and athletic directors are accountable for appealing to 
colleges and getting their attention. The size of the conference doesn’t matter. He is in 



support of the new conference partly because of the fairness and recognition that our 
athletes will receive. The new Southwest 10 will have a system of checks and balances. 
There won’t be a specialized group running the whole thing. 
 
Jim Bauer – Three points: financially) the budget for transportation shouldn’t be as big 
of an issue with the smaller conference because they know in advance the miles that will 
be traveled, competition level) the smaller conference will be beneficial to our students 
because the other schools our comparable athletically, camaraderie) being in the smaller 
conference will allow our athletes and coaches to build camaraderie. Feels that the Board 
will make the right decision. 
 
Dennis Paquette – has two sons in the district that participate in athletics. He has been 
designated as a leader for the Southwest 10. He feels that common sense will rule this 
new organization and respect will be embraced. Reiterated that the conference will be 
limited to ten schools and will not expand beyond that. If Bloomingdale does not join the 
conference, there are four other schools that would like to join in their place. Bangor’s 
school board has been polled and they are favorable of the conference change.  Expressed 
excitement over this new change. Echoed Odell’s words about colleges’ perception of the 
conference. 
 
Kirsten Allison – Has two children in the district as well as being a coach; expressed 
concerns about the middle school students’ travel time. She is hopeful that they would do 
a north\south split to limit the travel time so that the younger students are not returning to 
school late; as a coach/parent, she expressed concerns about the time that she will return 
home to her family if we are traveling an hour away; though leveling the playing field is 
good, football shouldn’t be the only focus. Consider what other programs are up and 
coming such as girls’ soccer. Asked why Lawrence, Lawton and Martin are not being 
invited to the Southwest 10 conference since they are much closer mileage wise. 
 
Alex Kelly – has a daughter in middle school and is a coach as well; shared similar 
concerns with Ms. Allison; feels that academics are going to be impacted with the late 
return times; the lower income families are going to struggle with funds to do the 
traveling; concerns over competitive cheer and the other sports that don’t have 
competition; feels that football seems to be a focus in considering the conference move. 
 
Ben Kelly – five children who live in the district and will be attending Bloomingdale; 
wants the students to be successful academically but has concerns about the late return 
times for the teams; the Pullman community is going to be impacted because of the drive 
times and the coaches will be often driving them home which means that the night for 
coaches will be even later; suggested a sports bus if this move to the Southwest 10 
happens to address how students are going to get home with the late return; is in support 
of the move but knows the transportation and late return times have to be addressed 
 
Dennis Paquette – expressed that districts offering soccer are excited about the 
competition of the other schools; football appears to be a focus only because all of the ten 
schools offer that sport.  



 
President Remington expressed appreciation to the public for their comments and 
concerns. 

 
6) New Business 

 
A. New Teaching Position 

 
It was motioned by Hassing and supported by Parsley to approve the addition of a 
new teaching position for a 1st grade section at Pullman Elementary. Roll call vote, all 
yes. Motion passed. 
 

7) Adjournment 
 
It was motioned by Harrison and supported by Hardester to adjourn the meeting at 7:22 
p.m. Voice vote, all aye. Motion carried. 


