
You in the Real World
This class will cover issues concerning personal finance, career choices and 21st century skills 
as well as a citizen’s role in the community.  Students will be assigned a career, create a budget, 
plan vacations and determine how best to meet their daily needs.  We will come to understand 
how money works, including savings, interest, inflation, deflation, income and expenses.  

Essential Questions
How can I plan for a healthy future?
What is my influence in the world?
Does money make the world go around?

Social Studies
 Eco.2 Evaluate alternative approaches or solutions to current economic issues
in terms of benefits and costs for different groups and society as a whole .
Eco. 12 Explain how inflation, deflation, and unemployment affect different
groups.

Common Core ELA
W7.7 - Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects based on focused questions, 
demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation.
W7.8 - Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess the credibility 
and accuracy of each source, and integrate the information while avoiding plagiarism.
SL8.1  Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and 
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, building on others' ideas 
and expressing their own clearly 
SL8.4   Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, coherent manner 
with relevant evidence, sound valid reasoning, and well-chosen details; use appropriate eye 
contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation
SL8.5  Integrate multimedia and visual displays into presentations to clarify information, 
strengthen claims and evidence, and add interest.

Common Core Math
6 RP A 1-3  Understand ratio concepts and use ratio reasoning to solve problems.
7 EE A 1-2, B 3-4  Solve real-life and mathematical problems using numerical and algebraic 
expressions and equations.
8SP A1-4  Investigate patterns of association in bivariate data.

Class Structure and Grading:
Class activities 45%
Much of the work for this course will be done in class in the form of activities, explorations and a 
simulation. Students will be given or create handouts and rubrics for activities. It is important that students 
keep all of the handouts in a space in their notebook and bring them along with a pen and pencil to class 
everyday. Participating during in class activities and simulations is essential to success.
Projects, presentations and tests 45%
Some of the work for this course will require group and individual research. This research will culminate in 
projects and presentations. In the case of group work, students receive both a group and individual grade. 
Tests may be given from time to time with adequate opportunity for student preparation and study.
Homework 10%
Most homework will consist of follow-up from in class work or work required to meet due dates for 
portions of a project or activity.




