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The fourth annual Black History Month/Pathfind-

ers Assembly held on February 21st recognized two 
of the 2020 Pathfinders and a keynote speech chal-
lenging students to press on towards their dreams 
and not let anyone get in the way.

The awards are given during Black History Month 
to individuals who have created paths of success for 
Alliance students. Pathfinder falls in one of six cat-
egories: citizenship and government, education, arts 
and science, humanitarianism and business.

Superintendent Jeffery Talbert brought the idea 
for the awards to Alliance five years ago. A board of 
community members nominates and chooses the 
award recipients each year. 

All recipients of the Pathfinder Awards are either 
alumni who have been an inspiration to minorities in 
one of the awarded areas locally or out of the area, or 
non-Alliance City School alumni who have been an 
inspiration at the local level. 

The Choralaires kicked off the assembly with a 
couple songs including: Precious Lord (Take My 
Hand) and Soon Ah Will Be Done. The choir sang 
these songs: Ain’t Gonna Let Nobody Turn Me 
Around, Steal Away, Ride On, In That Great Gettin 
Up Mornin’, and Revelation 19 featuring Matt Horn-
ing. 

The Pathfinders that were named this year were 
Gary King and Matt Horning and the guest speaker 
was Maurice Hatcher, the director of operations at 
Sommerville Funeral Services. 

Pathfinders Awards
Gary King graduated from Alliance High School 

in 1973. He retired from Alliance in 2018. He was 
also inducted into the Alliance Athletic Hall of Fame 
this year.

“Before you get in a situation that you will 
regret, you always got to think, before something 

you really truly love is taken away from you,” he said.
Matt Horning graduated from Alliance High 

School in 1995. He has been at Alliance for 21 years. 
He also started the 99th Squadron at Alliance Mid-

dle School for African-American male students and 
worked with Superintendent Jeffery Talbert and Alli-
ance High School Principal Shawn Jackson to move 
the program to the high school.

“How you treat people now matters because one 
day when you come across them, you want them to 
remember somebody that was kind to me,” he said.

Keynote Address
Maurice Hatcher graduated from Alliance High 
School in 2007. He founded and directed the 
Alliance Community Youth Choir. He also received 
a Pathfinder award two years ago.

“Managing a funeral home is something very very 
rewarding because we get to help people,” he said.

He encouraged students to do what it is that they 
do best and to do things to make the city of Alliance 
better.

“You’ve heard the phrase ‘Get rich or die try ng’ 
but I say ‘Make a difference or die trying.’” he said.

The assembly ended as Kyrel Keller and Zarliyah 
Board presented a piece of metal silhouette artwork 
of Martin Luther King Jr. and the words: “I have a 
dream” carved into it from the welding class. 

Sarita Hill
A 1993 graduate of Alliance High School 
and a  2003 graduate of Aultman School 
of Nursing. She is currently the nursing 
supervisor at Alliance Community 
Hospital. 

Ande’ Marie Green
A senior attending the University 
Of Mount Union studying Middle 
Childhood Education who is a 2016 
graduate of Alliance High School. 

 
Robert Lee Fountain IV
A 2008 graduate of Alliance High 
School graduate. In 2012 Robert opened 
up a Salon, against all odds he pressed 
forward and took on the task.

 

Elijah Hill
A senior at the University Of Mount 
Union majoring in Childhood 
Education with a minor in Sociology. 
He is a 2016 graduate of Alliance High 
School. 

Ryi’Zeemmion Ford
Is a 2011 graduate of Alliance High 
School, who is now a professional 
boxer. 

Maurice Hatcher leads Concert Choir, Choralaires and Jetsetters in traditional  gospel music. Matt Horning, far right, performed a solo.

Kyle Daniel, Briadyn Hartsoe, Elijah Hill, Sereta Hill, Ande Green, Robert Fountain, Ryizeemmion Ford, and Mackenzie Fletcher.
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Alumni Offer Tips For

Celebrating
BLACK HISTORY

Pathfinders Recognized For All
That They Do For Our Aviators

We wanted to do this to show everybody that success is not taking the 
easy path and that success is defined differently by each individual.
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Pictured left to right, Patrick Bruse, Will Rose, Michael Sheilds, and Ryan Mcknight. 

AHS CHEER MIKE SKOLOSH

RECORD BREAKING WIN

This basketball season, Boys Varsity Basketball 
Coach Larry Kukara broke Harry Fails’ record of 
most wins as a Head coach all time. He did it against 
their league rival, the Marlington Dukes on February 
7th. Kukura has over 240 home wins.

Ohio D3 A State Runners Up

Swim Team
WINS EBC TITLE

WINTER CONCERT

ACS ART SHOW

         RAMSEY REITH

      
HAILEY WARE

Following the Jan. 10 swim 
meet against the Marlington 
Dukes and McKinley Bulldogs, 
senior Will Rose now holds every 
swim record in Alliance High’s 
history with a new personal best 
time in the 100 breaststroke. The 
previous record of 1:04.49 shared 
by swimmers Sam Rodman 
(2014) and Jared Watson (2017), 
proved to be no match for Rose’s 
new time of 1:01.31.

In addition to Rose’s new per-
sonal record, the boys 200 med-
ley relay brought down another 
long standing Alliance High re-
cord. Rose shared the honor with 
teammates Patrick Burse, Ryan 
McKnight and Tommy Gress. The 
four swimmers worked together 
to shatter the 30-year-old record 
held in part by their assistant 
coach, Mike Bugara. However, the 
boys proved that it was just the 
beginning when two days later a 
team of Rose, McKnight, Burse 

and Michael Shields broke that 
same record again with a time of 
1:44.92; demolishing their  previ-
ous record by 2.6 seconds. They 
have continued to break their own 
records ever since.

Rose plans to swim at Ari-
zona State University next year, 
and says his current records are 
only the beginning. “It feels good 
to have every record at AHS for 
swimming,” he said. “It flatters 
me all the congratulations I get 
from my team and everyone I 
know.”“It’s only the beginning for 
me as I head to Arizona State Uni-
versity and try to break records 
there,” he added. “But overall, it 
feels great.”

Head Coach Marikay Kuntz-
man said he and the entire Avia-
tor team has made her proud this 
season.“This swim team is very 
special right now,” she said. “I’m 
proud of this team. I really am.”At 
the sectional meet 20 of the girl’s 
and boy’s team members beat 
their personal records. The 400 
relay team went on to compete 
their best in districts, placing 5th 

overall, and Will Rose won both 
of his individual events again. 

Rose won his competitions and 
the 400 Relay team Rose, McK-
night, Gress & Shields placed 12th 
in the state overall and broke their 
own record for the final time. 

Interactive Media students pose for a group 
photo at the Art Show. Seniors Racquel Johns won 
High School Best In Show. 

Mrs. Bearss’ art class collaborated with the Band 
to create 14 foot puppets that danced through the au-
dience. Senior Moe Thompson wears the sun for a 
piece about the summer solstace.  
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Finishing Second, the AHS cheer team has never 
placed this high at the district competition.

Celine Monastra
Ramsey Reith

Janelle Carter
Sommer Hall

Thomas Madison
Ethan O’Neill

Ryan McKnight
Hailey Ware
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Academic Challenge team coached by Shaun 
Fontain and consisting of DeSean Hollins, Captain 
Tommy Gress, Julia Schwartz, Trent Farmer, and 
Anthony Zumbar, won the 42nd annual Alliance Ki-
wanis Academic Challenge on Sunday, March 8. 

The Challenege Is On HAIR-A-THON

SnapsOH

The Cosmetology Career Tech program host-
ed the Hair-A-Thon on February 20 during parent 
teacher conferences. The salon was open to the pub-
lic for appointments and was booked all day, noon 
to 6 p.m.


