
Good evening middle and high school families. 
 
I wanted to reach out to you during this very difficult time in our country and specifically in our 
community.  All of us have had a very difficult week and there will be numerous challenges 
moving forward.  We all need to take a deep breath, hug our loved ones and know that we will 
get through this challenge together.  This community has survived multiple floods and their own 
personal challenges and always finds a way to get through them with a determined spirit and a 
selfless attitude to help others who are less fortunate.   
 
You have or will soon receive work for your sons and daughters to work on while our school 
doors are shut.  It’s okay if you can’t help with every question that your son or daughter might 
have and please try and be patient with them.  This is very stressful for all of us and patience 
and understanding is more important now than ever.  Please encourage students to utilize their 
e-mail and other methods to maintain communication with teachers as we continue to figure out 
what educating our students from afar looks like.  Try and create a schedule where they have a 
nice variety of activities throughout the day which focuses on education, creativity, physical 
activity and down time. I will share out some schedule examples in the upcoming days, but you 
will have to determine what will work best for your families. 
 
If you haven’t had contact with a homeroom teacher yet please do that as soon as possible so 
we can coordinate distribution of food and eventually school resources to your homes.  The 
initial thoughts regarding education is for students to spend approximately 1 ½ hours on each 
class per week.  We believe that they should continue to engage in their education at home 
considering the unknowns in regards to resuming face to face education.  We will also be 
sharing resources with you to supplement their education in fun and creative ways in addition to 
what the teachers have worked hard to provide.  This will be a fluid situation and we are asking 
that everyone do the best they can in this new reality for all of us. 
 
Let’s try and take this opportunity to connect with our families and focus on the things that are 
most important in our lives.  Take a step back from screens and be truly present for our children 
and our immediate families.  Make sure that we are going outside to be active and interact with 
the beautiful parts of nature that surround this area.  Try to ensure that everyone is getting 
adequate amounts of sleep and eating nutritiously so our bodies and minds are the healthiest 
they can be.  We will get through this time and be more conscious about things that we 
sometimes take for granted.  Let’s embrace this time with our families and cultivate the 
relationships with the most important people in our lives and the values we hold dear. 
 
If you need additional resources because of challenges you are facing please reach out to 
myself (ttripalin@ncrawford.k12.wi.us, 608-735-4311 ext 214) or Stephanie Colsch 
(scolsch@ncrawford.k12.wi.us, 608-735-7217).  We will do our best to direct you to resources 
that we are aware of and try and help in any way we can.  Encourage your sons and daughters, 
celebrate their small successes and most importantly let’s reassure them that we will get 
through this together. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Toby Tripalin 
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