
March 11, 2020 
COVID-19 (Coronavirus) Update from Kraig Hissong, Superintendent, West Liberty-Salem Local School: 
 
  
The Coronavirus (COVID-19) in Ohio and our country continues to evolve each day.  This week the first 
cases of the Coronavirus were confirmed in Ohio, and recently The Ohio State University, University of 
Dayton, and many other colleges and universities have created plans to try to avoid the spread of the 
disease among their students and staff as a result of Spring Break travel.  At West Liberty-Salem we are 
also reviewing the latest information regarding the spread of the Coronavirus to hopefully mitigate its 
impact on our students, staff, and community.  
 
Following Governor Mike DeWine’s press conference today, March 11, a strong recommendation has 
been made to limit large indoor events in order to limit the spread of COVID-19.  West Liberty-Salem 
School District has made the decision to cancel, postpone or limit visitors to upcoming events based on 
the Governor’s Social Distancing Protocol.  (Events are listed below.) 
  
At this time, most of the information provided by the Center for Disease Control (CDC) and the Ohio 
Department of Health has focused on prevention and controlling the exposure and spread of the virus.  
Just like the flu, the Coronavirus is spread through contact with individuals who are carrying or infected 
by the virus.  As of March 11, 2020, there are four  confirmed cases in Ohio.  The risk is still relatively low 
for our area; however, traveling to other locations where there are cases of the Coronavirus or 
attending large public events increases the chances for exposure. 
  
We continue to take all precautions in our building including, but not limited to: 
  
-Typical personal hygiene best practices are being reinforced as always during any flu and cold season. 
-Staff and students are strongly encouraged to practice hand washing for at least 20 seconds prior to 
meals or after they come into contact with surfaces that are frequently touch by others, door handles, 
computer keyboards, etc. 
-Staff and students should avoid placing their hands on the face, eyes, nose and mouth.  Please 
encourage this at home as well.  
-Custodians and staff are disinfecting services touched by students frequently during the day. 
-Hand sanitizing stations have been installed in high-traffic areas throughout the building.  
-Rooms and surfaces are disinfected regularly using the Karcher Mister.  This is a device commonly used 
in hospitals and nursing homes and has been a wonderful asset to the district. It has reduced the 
amount of time it takes to sanitize areas and has allowed staff more time to cover more areas 
effectively.   
 
What you can do at home? 
-Wash coats and sanitize back packs and lunch boxes frequently. 
-Encourage hydration, 8 hours of sleep, and healthy eating habits to ensure students are getting the 
proper nutrients for a healthy immune system. 
-Remind your students to wash their hands frequently and keep hands away from their faces; 
particularly the nose and mouth 
-Stay home if you are sick and clean surfaces regularly when caring for someone who is sick. 
 
 
 


