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“Our greatness will be measured by how we treat the weakest among us.”  --variously ascribed 

 

 

 

This update was compiled to fulfill our school district’s interest in helping to educate the general public about 

COVID-19.  Thank you for reading and sharing it. 

 

COVID-19 is a pandemic.  Literally translated from Greek [pan ("all"); demos ("people")], pandemic means “all 

people.”  As of March 18, there were 7,038 confirmed cases in the United States; there were 288 confirmed cases in 

Illinois. 

 

Older adults and people who have severe underlying chronic medical conditions like heart or lung disease or diabetes 

seem to be at higher risk for developing more serious complications from COVID-19 illness.1 

 

Based on available evidence, children appear to have a lower risk than adults do for getting very sick from the 

COVID-19 virus.2 

 

So, if children are at a lower risk, some might ask, “why are schools closed?” 

 

HERE IS THE IMPORTANT POINT OF THIS UPDATE: Because people who catch the COVID-19 virus can have no 

symptoms or minor symptoms and are still able to transmit the virus but may not be aware of it,3 schools are closed to 

slow the spread of COVID-19.  Equally important is for parents to ensure that kids are not otherwise gathering 

elsewhere, whether it be at friends’ homes, athletic play areas, and community establishments. 

 

Think about it, when we catch the common cold (a virus), we likely have no idea from whom we caught it.  

Likewise, when we have the cold, we may spread it to others before experiencing symptoms.  Closing schools, like 

other places where people gather, is one way to physically distance ourselves from each other to prevent the spread 

of the disease. 

 

Slowing the spread of COVID-19 is vital for medical facilities to adequately provide health care, especially for the 

lives of our most vulnerable and older citizens. 

 

Closing schools as well as educating students, staff, and parents about social/physical distancing and best hygiene 

practices are ways for us to engage EVERYONE in playing a part to slow COVID-19 and allow our health care 

industry to do what it was designed to do.  This is how we show greatness. 

 

A foregone conclusion, we certainly are in uncharted waters.  As we navigate these waters, we express deep gratitude 

to everyone in our school community for your understanding, patience, volunteering to help, and contributions of 

support to those in need – you are the stars – demonstrating that, although we need to be physically distant, we can 

be emotionally close. 

 

“Set your course by the stars, not by the lights of every passing ship.” -- Omar N. Bradley 

 

Sources: 
1 U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prepare/prevention.html  
2 U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prepare/children-faq.html  
3 The Guardian, https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/mar/13/coronavirus-what-happens-to-peoples-lungs-when-they-get-covid-19  
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