
 
 

 

COOPERSTOWN CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT 
COVID-19 CLOSURE INFORMATION 

 
 
UPDATE:  MARCH 17, 2020 
 

Dear Parents and Guardians, 
 
I promised to write an update each night, and it’s not hard to do!  It’s sort of nice to be in 
touch with everyone, at least in some way, each day – even if there’s not much new 
definitive information to share.  I can assure you, however, that our school closure presents 
a great list of questions each day.  We are working hard to answer those questions, and the 
more we try to answer, the more complex the questions become.  We are getting answers, 
but the work is far from over! 
 
Most of our staff are now working remotely.  We are doing our best to follow the best 
guidance from the Center for Disease Control (CDC) and the Department Of Health 
(DOH) as we make good decisions for them, as well.  Our Governor continues to share his 
orders with us, and often times those orders present new and interesting problems to solve.  
I know everyone is in this together and trying to “flatten the curve” of COVID-19.  

 
New Email Contact System for Your Questions 
Beginning tomorrow, March 18 you can email the following addresses to ask questions on a number of topics 
important to you.  We know you have questions, and designated administrative staff will do their best to answer 
your questions as they come.   

general_questions@cooperstowncs.org 
meal_questions@cooperstowncs.org 

instructional_questions@cooperstowncs.org 
 
School Closed to Visitors Beginning March 18 - Limited On-site Availability of Office Staff 
If you call either building at CCS you’ll want to leave a message if no-one picks up.  Messages will be checked 
throughout the day, each day, Monday through Friday.  Our incredible custodial staff continue to make sure our 
buildings are cleaned and disinfected, and our dedicated cafeteria staff work diligently to continue our meal 
preparation program. 
 
Governor Cuomo’s 180-day School Year Waiver 
While the County has ordered a “State of Emergency” and the Otsego County Department of Health has endorsed 
school closure through, and including April 13, our governor has made an order to waive the 180-day requirement 
that schools must normally be required to be in session, only through March 31.  This “waiver” insists that schools 
must “…exhaust any available time including snow days and vacation days.”  We are receiving more information about how 
this waiver now impacts our previously made region-wide decision to close schools through, and including, April 
13.   
 
It is important for families and faculty and staff to know that our best interpretation of this order may also mean 
that our three remaining snow days and April break will likely be required to be used as part of our emergency 
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closure.  This certainly has implications for planned travel for families and staff during the originally scheduled April 
vacation.   
 
Now - the governor did also state that he would revisit this decision and extend his order for school closure, if he 
would deem it necessary.  Therefore, I want you to know that, regionally and state-wide, school officials and school 
attorneys are working to learn more about the governor’s recent order and its impact our school district, its 
employees and families. 
 
Parent Resources 
https://classroommagazines.scholastic.com/support/learnathome.html is a wonderful resource connected with a 
high-quality educational company resource we know and trust.  This Scholastic website can offer great ways to 
continue learning while at home!  I have asked our Principals, Mrs. Meccariello and Mrs. Butler to be consulting 
with our amazing faculty about how we will move forward with instruction at home.  We will call this our 
“continuity of learning” plan.  You’ll hear that expression quite a bit in the coming weeks. 
 
Stay well, everyone, keep the faith, and know that we miss you all a great deal.  Keep up the good work and thank 

you for your excellent support.  We are incredibly proud of our students, as always, but I have to say that this is one 

amazing, supportive, and caring community we should all be proud to live in. 

Sincerely, 

 

Dr. Crankshaw   
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