
Families,  
 
First and foremost, thank you for your patience.  Please understand that this is an unprecedented event that 
we are experiencing.  We are taking guidance from the Governor, Educational Commissioner, the Center for 
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), Local Health Departments, school attorneys and are in collaboration 
with other educational leaders across the state.   While closing school is certainly an event that we had hoped 
to avoid, that reality is no longer. This is uncharted territory for all school districts and we are working hard to 
prioritize tasks so that we can do our best to meet the nutritional, educational, and social-emotional needs of 
our students during this school closure.  
 
We realize that at this point, there are more questions than answers. There will be several events that are 
coming up (musical, Prom, graduation, concerts, field trips), as well as, co-curricular events that we know are 
very important to our students and to you.  We do not know what those will look like at this time, but we are 
committed to finding a way to make these happen at some point.  We simply cannot answer what those will 
look like or when they will take place. 
 
Here is what we do know: 
*Our commitment to our students is paramount.  While our plans on how we will meet the needs of our 
students during the closure will be done with much thought, we realize that every student's needs during this 
time may look different.  Once our plans have been communicated, please contact your school if you have 
needs that are not being addressed.  We will do our best to help you.  
*Priority tasks at this point are to start to provide for the nutritional needs of our students and start to implement 
digital learning.  We realize that many of our students depend on us for their breakfast and lunch.  We are 
working hard to develop a plan to meet these needs.  We realize all students learn differently.  Completing 
digital learning may be a smooth transition for some students and more challenging for others.  Communicate 
with your child's teacher via phone or email when you have concerns once we have our plan in action. 
 
By the end of this week, the District will be providing communication regarding digital learning materials to all 
7-12 students for them to continue with their studies. K-6 students will be provided alternative lessons, 
enrichment activities, and engagement materials.  We are working on getting Chromebooks prepared for 
checkout for students in grades 3-6, along with families that need to check out a device for students in grades 
K-2.  We will be communicating in the near future how materials will be distributed. Our goal is to ensure that 
our students stay connected with their teachers as much as possible during the closure.  There is a possibility 
that during our initial closure that the Governor will be closing down schools in other parts of the state and 
eventually our region for six to eight weeks.  Upon long-term closure, the school district, along with State 
Officials, will be re-evaluating every two weeks the potential to re-open in an alternative way.  
 
 
 
 



Questions you may have: 
 
 What will the school closure look like? 
Teaching staff will continue to meet this week to prepare for the estimated period that our students may be 
away from school.  The District will provide digital learning opportunities for our 7-12 students and alternative 
lessons, enrichment activities, and engagement materials for K-6 students.  We will also look to provide some 
type of meal service during an extended closure.  These arrangements will be ever-changing and adjust 
accordingly.  More information will follow in the near future.  
 
How should we stay informed? 
Official announcements from OPS will be made via three avenues:  the District Facebook page, the District 
website and the District app.  Due to high volume, auto-calling systems are being delayed.  We will still use our 
auto-calling system to share information (call, text, email) but please understand that the delivery time of 
communication may be delayed.  
www.facebook.com/OrdPublicSchools 
www.ordps.org 
Download the app on Android or iPhone by searching “Ord Chanticleers” 
 
Will my student have to make up school days? 
It is our goal to keep make-up days to a minimum during this unprecedented time as we adjust to alternative 
educational offering.  We have been directed by the Department of Education to take care of our students and 
communities.  These unprecedented times will warrant adjustments by the District, students, parents, and 
agencies. 
 
What was the Governor’s and Education Commissioner's directive on Monday, March 16th? 
During the press conference on Monday, March 16th, the Governor has directed the State of Nebraska to 
follow the new Center for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) guidelines and restrict gathering to ten people 
or less. Following this directive, schools need to transition to educating students without having students within 
the school walls.   Currently, school closures could be a potential six to eight week period with educational 
services returning to the school building being evaluated on a two-week basis. 
 
What happens to Co-Curriculars? 
The NSAA has suspended all practices in sponsored activities until March 30 and any competitions until April 
2.  This may be extended as needed.  Therefore we will not have any practices or competition until the NSAA 
allows schools to practice again.  Communication from our Athletic Director, Mr. Trampe, will be forthcoming.  
 
What does this mean for Senior students?  
We recognize that this is especially hard on our Senior students and their families.  Not only are there 
questions about meeting graduation requirements, there is the uncertainty of getting to participate in so many 
of the events that help make the Senior's last year with us so special.  Communication will be going out in the 
next few days to families of Seniors.  We will do our very best to honor our students and make sure that special 
events are rescheduled.  We do not know what this looks like at this time, but know that this too is a concern 
that weighs heavy on our hearts.  
 
We appreciate your patience as communication will be coming in regular intervals once decisions are made to 
best meet the needs of our students.  
 

http://www.facebook.com/OrdPublicSchools
http://www.ordps.org/

