
 
March 1, 2020 

 
 

March 2~ Boys BBall Regions Home vs. TBD 7pm 
March 2~ Elementary Choir Festival @ Beresford  4pm 
March 3~ Boys BBall Regions TBD  7pm 
March 5~ Girls BBall SODAK 16 TDB 
March 6~ Boys BBall Regions TBD 
March 6~ POPS Concert 7pm 
March 9~ ACT in Centerville 8:15am 
March 9~ School Board Meeting 7pm 
March 9~ FFA Meeting & Bowling Event 6:45pm 
March 10~ Track Parent Meeting 
March 13~ FFA Movie Night 6pm 
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SUPERINTENDENT—ERIC KNIGHT    SECONDARY PRINCIPAL — DOUG EDBERG 

ELEMENTARY PRINCIPAL — ERIC KNIGHT   BUSINESS MANAGER — ANGIE POLL 
 

BOARD OF EDUCATION –SYLVIA KROGER, LAURA HYBERTSON, RYAN AUSTIN, TROY KNUDSON, DANA KNUDSON 

Afternoon Preschool enjoying the baby sheep during FFA’s petting 

zoo. Thank you FFA!  



 
 

We are cruising right along in our third quarter. It is hard to believe that 

this quarter is moving as fast as the previous two did. 

One of the greatest things we have going for us here in small town South 

Dakota is our K-12 building. Our students have the opportunity to grow 

and learn from students from our preschoolers thru our seniors. Whether 

it is our younger students seeing high school students in the hallways or 

high school students volunteering to be teacher’s aides in classes that in-

teraction benefits both groups. Our elementary students love to see those students they 

watch at a sporting event, marching band, or in other activities the next day in the hall-

ways. 

We have a couple of upcoming events that will really allow our prek-12 environment to 

combine for projects. This week is FFA week; our high school students will be hosting a 

petting zoo. Our elementary students will get to tour the shop where high school student 

have brought in farm animals. These high school students will inform our elementary stu-

dents about these animals. This will allow our students to learn from one another. Next 

week, it is Reading Across America Week. Here again, our high school students will be 

reading and sharing stories with our elementary students. Ms. Rotter’s English classes will 

be entering elementary classrooms to read Dr. Seuss books as well as discuss literary ele-

ments from Dr. Seuss. 

On Sunday, February 23rd the Good Shepherd Chapter of Knight’s of Columbus hosted the 

district level free throw competition. Centerville had seven participants that won the dis-

trict level competition. From the district level competition scores are entered to see if par-

ticipants advance the state competition. All seven Centerville  participants have earned the 

opportunity to compete at the state competition. Ellie Knight, Izzy Eide, Kiera Austin, and 

Lilly Eide will compete in the girl’s division at the state competition. Aiden Bobzin, Luke 

Knight, and Logan Bobzin will compete 

in the boy’s division in Chamberlain on 

Sunday, March 1st. 

 

Yours in Education,   

 

Mr. Knight 



 

Even though it is a leap year February, still went by really fast!  The end of the third quar-

ter will be March 13th.  That will mean just nine more weeks until summer break.  Basket-

ball season will be wrapping up and track and golf will be starting. 

 

Thanks to all that were able to take the time out of their busy schedule to attend Parent/

Teacher conferences.  I know with Infinite Campus many of you are able to keep a close eye on 

your child’s grades.  It is always important to have a face to face meeting with a teacher.  Some-

times what you see in grades doesn’t show the complete picture of what is happening in a class-

room.  Please continue to encourage your children to work hard.  It is very easy to put academ-

ics to the side and play instead. 

 

Track season will be starting very soon.  There will be a short meeting for all students 6-12 in-

terested in participating in track on March 4th at the end of the school day in Mrs. Eide’s room.  

There will also be a parent meeting March 10th at 7 pm in the school commons for those that are 

going to have track athletes.  Golf practice will not start until March 30th.  Contact Mrs. Killian 

for more details. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Smarter balanced testing is quickly approaching.  The staff is helping students prepare for the 

test.  The test s’ are used by the state to check that students are gaining the knowledge they 

should.  Reminder to Juniors,  if you score a 4 on all portions of the test you could qualify for 

open campus during study hall your entire senior year.  8th grade students scoring 4 on all por-

tions could earn open campus for the fourth quarter of the year.  Please make sure you check the 

school site for the testing schedule. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you have any questions please feel free to contact me at the school.  My email is 

doug.edberg@k12.sd.us or by phone 605-563-2291. 

Thank you and Go Tornadoes!!! 

Mr. Edberg 

mailto:doug.edberg@k12.sd.us




By: Miss Sara Heyn  

Our kindergarten class had a great time celebrating the big 100th day of 

school on Thursday, January 30th! The kids were decked out in their crowns 

and 100th day shirts! They were thrilled to walk through the 100th-day 

streamers and banner that were covering our doorway. To get the class 

prepared for their big day we began by eating our 100th-day breakfast. We 

had a sausage link for the 1 and a mini-bagel opened up for the two 0’s, cov-

ered in jelly too! While we were showing our mastery of counting to 100, the 

famous “Zero the Hero” finally made an appearance in kindergarten! He 

brought us each a candy Smartie and we even got to take pictures with 

him! “Zero the Hero” left an awesome surprise for the kiddos as well. He 

left a note saying that he hid 100 dollar bills around the room with their 

pictures on them to find. We had a blast hunting for our own 100 dollar bill. 

Later on, we started making necklaces with 100 Froot Loops, which sure 

seemed like an impossible task after I explained it! However, the class used 

their 100’s chart to help them and they all made a necklace which was 

tempting to eat it the rest of the afternoon! For their actual snack, we 

made the number 100 from spray cheese and club crackers. We also read a 

variety of books about the 100th day of school to continue with our theme. 

At the end of the day we had 100th-day centers. At one center we worked on 

sorting 10 groups of 10 different objects to make 100. At another, we built 

awesome creations out of 100 cups and then we worked together as a class 

to do 100 exercises around the room. This was such a special and fun-filled 

day that we will remember for a long time.  

We have PERSEVERED through 100 days and can’t wait to continue to do so throughout the 

rest of Kindergarten!  



From: Mr. Shell Diercks 

 Valentines Day was a fun day.  Students brought their containers 

from home.  They made them look like basketballs, unicorns, funny 

monsters, Valentine shapes, and many more things.  

 Our room parents came to help.  Laura Hybertson and Natalie 

Swift brought treats and Bingo to class.  We opened up our Valentines, 

ate our wonderful treats, and played Bingo.  Jessica Wirth brought cup-

cakes for the students to frost and decorate.  It was a great time!  We 

thank our room mothers for helping to make our day fun. 

 Our Reading Counts leaders have scored a lot of points.  Carter 

has 231 points.  His brother, Jace, is next with 132 points, and Leah has 

81 points.  Everyone is meeting their goals this month and doing well. 

 In science class, we just finished learning about the solar system.  The 

class project was to make a giant poster of the sun and planets that was as long 

as our room.  They did it, and it was up during conferences in the hallway.  It 

was great! 

 We have had a lot of sickness in class this month.  There was a time 

when four or five students were gone each day.  It has been five weeks since we 

had everyone in class for a day.  Hopefully everyone has gotten their immune 

systems working hard, and they can stay healthy again. 

 “Reading Across America Day” is coming on March 2.  Our class made a list of their favorite 

books.  Some of the books they liked to read are the Berenstain books, Teacher from the Black Lagoon,  

Magic Tree House,  Diary of a Wimpy Kid, and Flat Stanley.   

  



By: Mrs. Ann DeLay 

As you can see, the 4th graders creatively decorated their Valentine contain-

ers!  This week, they also made thank you notes to their parents using con-

versation hearts.  In Math, the class reviewed by finding the Valentine  

Hitman by following the clues given.   

     The class is starting to decide whom they would like to represent for the 

Wax Museum.  Mark your calendars to come check it out!  I will let you 

know when the date is decided! 





Middle school  

math/ELA 
Ms. Sarah Skatvold 

Pearson Literature states that poetry is a 

type of literature that uses the sounds, 

rhythms, and meanings of words to de-

scribe the word in striking and imagina-

tive ways.  Poetry comes in many forms, 

from structured traditional verse to con-

temporary poems that follow few rules.  

However varied their forms may be, 

many poems are made up of the same 

elements.   

 Students have been immersed in 

poetry terms such as: lines, stanzas, re-

frains, rhythm, rhyme, alliteration, and 

imagery.  Figurative language plays a 

large part in poetry.  Students are re-

minded that some forms of figurative 

language are:  similes, metaphors, per-

sonification, onomatopoeia, hyperbole, 

and idioms. 

The 7th grade students have enjoyed read-
ing poetry to each other. 

The 8th grade students created their own 

personifications, metaphors, and similes. 



From: Ms. Tiffany Davis 

 
 

The Geometry class is finishing a chapter on transformations. For a project, they had to 

convert part of their names to ordered pairs, graph them, and connect the dots. This fig-

ure became an emblem that they had to apply multiple translations, reflections, and ro-

tations to in order to move it across the coordinate plane (several emblems in pictures). 

 Algebra 2 will be starting two chapters involving trigonometric ratios, functions, 

and graphs. These items have applications in different types of waves, such as sound 

waves and mapping tide patterns. Some of the juniors have already been exposed to 

these types of functions in physics, so hopefully going over specific math applications 

will be a good review. 

 Algebra 1 is finishing a chapter on polynomials. We persevered through multi-

plying and factoring trinomials, which will help us with our next chapter of quadratic 

functions. Quadratic functions are graphed in the shape of a parabola, or u-shaped. 

These have applications in any area that has projectiles, so football, basketball, and 

shot-put are great examples. 

 The 8th grade students are going to start a chapter looking at the Pythagorean 

Theorem and distance formula. Many people do not realize that those are actually cal-

culating the same thing. We will be looking for connections between the two formulas 

to help make learning and remembering them easier. 

 The NHS decided to make several wreaths to donate to the nursing home as a 

fundraiser for their activities department. The picture is of two wreaths that we themed 

for December and February. More will be coming in the next couple of months! 



From: Ms. Tiffany Davis 

 
 



 
 
 

From: Mr. Tucker Tornberg  
 

“USD Teacher Candidate John Schmidt’s Perspective on Centerville Junior High 

Robotics” 

Hello everybody, my name is John Schmidt and I am currently student teaching in Mr. 
Tornberg’s classroom. We have been teaching a lot of exciting subjects recently to a vari-
ety of classes. The class that I would like to take some time to talk about today is our 7th 
and 8th grade robotics class. 

Robotics is considered an exploratory course where middle school students have the op-
portunity to take on a multitude of challenges that are designed to help them develop ap-
plicable problem-solving skills. This course gives the students a great overview of what 
getting into a STEM field will look like. The challenges they complete over the semester 
require them to utilize a sequential process to overcome the obstacles presented to them. 
In these challenges, students are responsible for defining the problem, generating new 
ideas, selecting possible solutions, and implementing and evaluating these solutions. 
These problem-solving skills are essential to succeed in competitive and independent 
work environments. 

With robotics, the semester is split into two different sections where we focus on different 
types of challenges. For the first part of the semester, the students are given challenges 
that focus on engineering skills. They are given a task and are responsible for creating 
and building an object to help them accomplish their goal. They are often limited to certain 
items and can only use a certain amount of them as well. 

In the second part of the semester, students get to work with programming and Lego 
EV3’s. EV3’s are kits that have many different pieces that can be built around a block that 
receives commands from a computer application. Students work together to program the 
machine to perform tasks like moving forward or being able to drive independently using 
sensors. 

Overall, this class helps students develop skills that will help them succeed in the future. 
They can do all of this while having fun and working cooperatively to accomplish their 
goals. 



Agriculture Education 
From: Mrs. Jessica Knutson 
The 7th grade agriculture students finished their hand tool identifica-

tion test. Now, they have been focusing hard on reading a ruler cor-

rectly. Some students picked this skill up quickly while others were a 

little more hesitant. I am happy to say that the students are doing 

great with it now! A few students are still convinced that they will not 

need this skill or that it will not come in use later in life but I have a 

feeling that they will. Be able to use a tape measure is a very impor-

tant skill. I always tell my students that some 

day they will want to live in a house that is 

square and sturdy. We need people that can 

read a tape measure to start. Some of these stu-

dents tell me they will have someone else build their house, which 

they are probably right but then I ask if they will hang any pictures 

or shelves in this already built house. Their answer is usually yes. I 

proceed to tell them that they will thank me for this then. 

 

Introduction to Agriculture, Food and 

Natural Resources class worked on their 

record keeping skills in a program on AET. This is a record 

keeping systems that the FFA students use to keep track of 

their SAE (Supervised Agricultural Experience) outside of 

school. Record keeping is a very important skill for all students 

to learn because at some point, if they don’t already, will need 

to keep track of finances and what happens with it. The students played Monopoly while 

keeping all of their play records on the AET record keeping system. The students had to 

track what they rolled, what they landed on, who they had to pay, how much and what for 

along with anytime they go paid. This allowed them to track all of their money and they 

kept records of what they purchased for land and what they sold it for. This was a great 

way for students to understand the importance of GOOD record keeping. Once they fin-

ished this, we moved into a short Food Science unit. We are learning about cheese produc-

tion, cheese characteristics, cheese categories and cheese varieties. Soon the students will 

be taste testing different 

cheeses and trying to deter-

mine the name and sug-

gested uses for each cheese.  



Agriculture Education 
From: Mrs. Jessica Knutson 

Wildlife and Fisheries finished up their waterfowl unit which 

consisted of looking at different types of waterfowl categories 
(ducks, geese and swans), waterfowl identification, parts of the 

duck and wing, along with characteristics about each. I can 
tell these boys have been around a lot of waterfowl because 

they are already very knowledgeable in this area. After this 
unit I challenged these boys to write a short children’s story 

about a wildlife animal. In these stories they had to tell about 
a variety of characteristics in an engaging and interesting way. 

This may have been a challenge for a few of them but overall they did a good job. We are 
hoping to be able to read these stories to a few elementary classes this coming month. 

 The Agriculture Structures was busy preparing for National FFA Week and making 
some of the needed props for all of our activities planned. Once National FFA Week is over 

we will continue working on our projects 
in the shop for the FFA Banquet in May.   

 The 8th graders have been doing a 
short Wildlife unit before heading into 

the shop. We have learned about the 
different biomes, characteristics about 

each, along with animals and vegetation 
in each habitat. During this research we 

discussed the four components to a 
habitat which include food, water, shel-

ter and space. Each group researched 
where their animals within the habitats found these four components. Once the groups fin-

ished researching they were able to teach the rest of their classmates through their presen-
tation. The students don’t always like talking in front of others but the more we practice, 

the better they get!  

We were also very fortunate enough to have Jim Clendenin with the South Dakota Soil 

Health Coalition come into the classroom February 11th to talk to all of the agriculture 

classes about soil health and the impacts our decisions can make. The students learned a 

lot from our guest speaker and it was fun to see some of the material he had to show us. 

Jim Clendenin talked about the importance of good amounts of organic matter in our soil 

and how that can affects the overall health of it. He demonstrated this through a looking at 

the results of an experiment that he has done. They put a pair of underwear in no-till soil 

with a lot of good organic matter and continuous rotation of plant life along with a pair in 

tilled soil that didn’t have much organic matter. Looking at the 

pictures below maybe you as a reader can 

tell which underwear came out of which 

field! The underwear that is nearly gone 

came out of the no-till land. This pair had 

continuous breakdown through all of the 

organic matter. 



By: Mr. Kent Anderson 

 

The 5th and 6th Grade Computer classes have been researching Disney World, the Black Hills and Super Bowl 

LIV.  They also have been researching holidays and producing power points. In support of our girls and boys 

basketball teams, they also have used their creativity in producing flyers of the Region Basketball Tourna-

ments. 

 

The 7th and 8th Grade Computer classes have been working on Techno Investor.  They have been experiment-

ing in electronic magazines called Ezines.  They have been producting magazine articles using the computer. 

 

High School Technology 

 

The Freshmen Computer class has also been working on Techno Investor.  They have also been experiment-

ing with electronic magazines at a high level.  They have been asked to design a magazine cover and write 

different articles for their magazine.  We have also done articles of their choice and about current trends.  

They are currently producing their own magazine.   

 

 

Accounting I: 

 

The Accounting class has been learning the applications of a partnership.  We have been learning the process 

of using time cards, figuring out hours worked and overtime hours.  They then learn their gross pay and sub-

tract off their deductions to get their net pay.  Students now understand the difference between gross and net 

pay.  They also understand how to figure income tax, medicare tax, and social security.  They then do a pay-

roll register as well as an earnings record.  

 

Multi-Media: 

 

The students are making different videos.  They are using partners to make highlight videos on the hudl web-

site.  They are also in the process of gathering senior pictures to produce the slide show for graduation day.  

Another activity they are working on is a slide show for the Athletic Awards Night. 

 

Lifting: 

 

Some of our players have been lifting weights at 7:00 in the morning on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday.  

The players showing up are doing a great job!  We get a few more lifters each week.  I appreciate their dedi-

cation to making themselves and our team better!  They have been improving so much and have been very 

dedicated to working out.  We have witnessed great improvements since we began a couple months ago. 



 

From: Mrs. Davee Killian 

This month the choral music program had some wonderful successes!  The high school small 
group contest was held in Yankton on February 12th.  At this event the small groups that we 
took received Superior ratings, which is the highest 
a group can achieve.  Tori Herrboldt also received 
a Superior, and a perfect score at that. Alyssa 
Brandsrud and Jasmine McAfee performed a duet 
which received an Excellent rating.  At small group 
vocal contest the performers are rated on criteria 
such as tone quality, pitch, rhythm and dynamics. 
We prepared for this event for a little over a month, 
working on perfecting the piece in order to perform 
it for the judges.  The students that attended did a 
wonderful job and I could not be more proud of 
their performances!  

Another great success was having three sixth 
grade girls make it to SDSU’s Elementary 
Honor Choir.  Amaya Pfister, Haley Chlidress 
and Taylor Lindgren audition against over 800 
students to be accepted into the about 170 
voice children’s choir.  These girls prepared 
many weeks to get the music ready for the 
event. This is such an honor to be selected 
into and these girls have proven they deserved 

the honor of taking part in this Honor Choir!   



Who: Any parent, community member, or interested party.  

What: The Tornado Times will be selling subscriptions of their bi-monthly 

school news articles. The Tornado Times that is published twice a month can 

be mailed right to your home or PO Box. These newsletters will be sent to you 

for a $60 donation. This donation will cover the cost of printing and postage 

only.  

When: The Tornado Time newsletter will be sent out on the 1st and 15th of 

each moth. 

 

To sing up for this subscription, please fill out the lower half of the page and 

mail back to: 

 

Centerville School 

C/O Mr. Knight 

PO Box 100 

Centerville, SD 57014 

 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

Name: _________________________________________________ 

 

Mailing Address: _________________________________________________ 

 

____ $60 donation made out to Centerville School District 







SCHOOL CLOSING BECAUSE OF  INCLEMENT WEATHER 
 

 

Telephone Broadcast Service 
 

Local radio and television stations will be contacted. 
 

If there is no announcement, it automatically  
means school will be in session. 

Centerville School    No. 60-1 

PO Box 100 

Centerville   SD  57014-0100 

 

Address Service Requested 

 

ATTENTION 
The safety of our students, 
staff, and bus drivers is our 

number one concern. Please be 
advised that students will not 

be counted absent or tardy due 
to bad weather. 

 

www.chester.k12.sd.us 


