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March 16, 2020                   www.branfordschools.org 
 

Dear Parents/Guardians/Faculty, 
 

On Friday, we announced the closure of Branford Public Schools for the next two weeks to help mitigate the 

spread of COVID-19. This weekend Governor Lamont’s executive order extended that closure until at least March 

31, 2020. As our state continues to respond to the national public health crisis, we will regularly communicate with 

families regarding the impact of school closures. 
 

We recognize families face a variety of challenges given this closure and have arranged for free “grab and go” meals 

to be available at Branford High School for BPS families with children age 18 and under. The hours for breakfast 

and lunch are from 7:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Additional information regarding meals is located on the District’s 

website. 
 

Many families have asked whether the district plans to engage in “distance learning.” Distance learning consists of 

offering a structured course of online study that is aligned to district curriculum and intended to replace classroom 

instruction. Embarking on such a course of action requires districts to have a host of systems in place that guarantee 

access for all students to a free and appropriate public education. At this time, Branford Public Schools will not be 

offering distance learning. 
 

However, the District has prepared a bank of educational enrichment resources and activities accessible here and 

through the website. We will provide updates to this collection over time, with corresponding notices to parents and 

guardians. While we encourage all families to take advantage of this resource bank, use of it is optional. The 

suggested activities are intended to support the maintenance of your child’s learning progress this year. They are not 

intended to replace classroom instruction. Additional information about the academic year will be provided in 

future updates. 
 

More information about social distancing and other ways to protect yourself and the community can be found via 

the ESDHD and CDC websites. We encourage you to educate yourselves regarding additional measures you can 

take. Closing schools and businesses will be more effective in slowing the spread of the virus when families take 

similar precautions at home. As a District, we continue to appreciate and need your cooperation and understanding 

as we navigate these unprecedented times together. 
 

Best wishes, 
 

Hamlet M. Hernandez 
 

Hamlet M. Hernandez 
Superintendent of Schools 

http://www.branfordschools.org/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1qJXkqQZY0yxTqtiEN82rBCZDGsnoSQpIzVqouoyh09Q/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.esdhd.org/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html

