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Granby Public Schools’ Mission Statement: 

All students will become powerful thinkers, effective collaborators, and compassionate contributors in 
preparation for success in a dynamic, interdependent world.  
 

Statement of Exceptionality for Gifted and Talented Learners:  
Exceptional Learners are those who achieve or have the potential to achieve at remarkably high levels. 
Exceptional learners demonstrate abilities so outstanding that they may benefit from special academic 
programming.  All races, religions, ethnicities, socioeconomic statuses, genders, gender identities, sexual 
orientation, and diverse abilities are represented as exceptional learners.  
 
Process for Identifying Gifted and Talented Learners: 
Step 1: Test Score Nominations 
 

Identification will rely on a triangulation of data points as an initial screening. Tests will be administered 
in the fall to all students in Grade 3. Additionally, students who were not identified in Grade 3 will be 
tested in Grade 5 if they are new to Granby or if their Grade 3 CogAT score falls within a performance 
range requiring a retest: 

1. A score of 132 on any number of subtests of the CogAT.  
2. SBAC, SAT or NGSS performance at the top tier in the specific testing area. 
3. Star Assessments at the 97th percentile in the same specific testing area.  

 
Step 2: Teacher Nominations 
 

Following the initial test screening, teachers will receive a list of students who have met the threshold 
for gifted and talented identification. In addition, teachers will consider students who exhibit high levels 
of creativity, task commitment, unusual interests, talents, or other special areas of superior 
performance or potential who do not appear on the initial list.  Teachers will then complete the The 
Gifted Rating Scales (Pfeiffer & Jarosewich, 2003) along with a brief narrative stating the reason(s) for 
nomination for consideration to the District Enrichment Committee within two weeks of receiving 
scores. If students are identified, they have the same identification status as those nominated through 
the test screening. Beyond the window following test score dissemination, teachers may nominate a 
student for enrichment opportunities on a case-by-case basis when evidence requiring further 



exploration becomes apparent. Nominating teachers may be asked to meet with representation from 
the Enrichment Steering Committee to discuss specific nominations.  
 

Step 3: Parent Nominations 
 

Parents may also choose to nominate their child for identification consideration as a learner with an 
exceptionality. When a parent inquires about nomination, they will receive a letter from the chairperson 
of the Enrichment Steering Committee. After reviewing that letter, parents may nominate their child by 
completing the Things My Child Likes to Do Inventory along with a one-page narrative statement 
supporting the nomination.  
 

Step 4: Special Nominations 
 

After students are identified from the test score nominations, teacher nominations and parent 
nominations, a list containing all names of identified students will circulate to all relevant teachers. 
Teachers will be asked to review the list and may choose to nominate a former student, or a student 
from an enrichment cluster for consideration following the teacher nomination protocol.  
 

Step 5: Notification and Orientation 
 

A letter, including a comprehensive description of the program, will be sent to parents indicating that 
their child has been identified as a learner with an exceptionality in one or more areas. The letter will 
include an invitation to an annual orientation meeting. 
 

Delivery of Instruction to Address Gifted and Talented Learners 
 

Opportunities for All Students  
 

Differentiated Instruction 
During the school day, all students are given opportunities to work at independent levels through 
multiple approaches including flexible grouping, guided reading, independent projects, learning centers, 
Type III experiences, and enrichment activities taught by members of the faculty. Teachers participate in 
a variety of professional development activities including assessment, differentiation of instruction, and 
enrichment clusters supported in collaboration with the University of Connecticut’s Renzulli Center for 
Creativity, Gifted Education and Talent Development. Curriculum is continuously evaluated and modified 
to ensure students are engaged. Teachers are provided with specialized support from enrichment 
coaches, instructional coaches, Professional Learning Communities (PLC), and administrators in order to 
meet student learning needs.  
 

Enrichment Clusters 
Enrichment Clusters provide all students at Wells Road Intermediate School and Granby Memorial 
Middle School the opportunity to choose an area of interest to explore at a deeper level. The process 
begins with teachers identifying a theme-based, authentic learning experience or a student-identified 
topic of interest that students may select to engage in over a period of several weeks. Once students 
make their selection, they participate in a student-led learning experience around an overarching topic. 
The experience culminates with a project or product to share reflective of student learning in 
celebration of the experience that occurred during their time in the enrichment cluster. 

 



Summer Enrichment Academy 
The  Summer Enrichment Academy (SEA) provides students entering Kindergarten through Grade 12 
with a wide range of opportunities to further develop academic and personal areas of interest. Students 
may take academic readiness classes to prepare for the next school year and/or enrichment classes in 
areas of interest such as computer coding, engineering, writing, cooking, health/fitness, and reading.  
  

Extra-Curricular Opportunities  
The opportunity to participate in academic clubs is available to all interested students. These clubs may 
also include academic competitions encompassing a competitive selection process for participation in 
the actual event. Additional opportunities are also available at the high school. Clubs are led by qualified 
school personnel who receive stipends for organizing sessions outside the school day. Parent partners 
may be invited to facilitate academic clubs and competitions. 
 
Specialized Instruction 
 

Curriculum  Compacting 
Curriculum compacting provides an opportunity for differentiated instruction for students who have 
already mastered the material planned for a particular unit of study. When a student demonstrates that 
skills have been mastered, indicated by pretest performance results, his/her content is replaced with 
new content, enrichment options or other activities. The compacting process, which is currently in place 
for math only in Grades 1-12, is an opportunity for exceptional learners to achieve at levels that exceed 
standard for a particular unit of study. When a student compacts out of a unit of study, parents/ 
guardians receive written notification. 
 

Acceleration 
Decisions about student placement are made on an individual basis by the building principal in 
collaboration with appropriate personnel. Factors included when considering acceleration are outlined 
in Board of Education Policy 5123. Criteria may include educational placement assessments, 
standardized achievement and ability tests, unit tests, teacher prepared assessments, Smarter Balanced 
Assessments, Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS) Assessments, and documented observations of 
student performance. Implications on class size, scheduling and the overall educational program of the 
student will also be considered. High school students are encouraged to enroll in Advanced Placement 
and college courses as appropriate. Additional opportunities are available to high school students 
through the Virtual High School Program. 
 

Enrichment Instruction (3-8) 
Students in all grades who often achieve early mastery of classroom material (in any subject area), 
display a need to further develop an area of interest beyond the classroom curricular content, or have 
been identified as gifted and talented, may receive support outside of the classroom by the Enrichment 
Coach. This time would allow students to go deeper into material from the grade level unit, work on 
individual interest projects and/or collaborate with peers. Projects and lessons done during this time are 
personalized to students’ needs and interests as well as grade level curriculum.  

 

 

 

 


