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Dear Smithton R-VI Parents, Staff and Community, 
 
The safety of the students, staff and families of the Smithton R-VI School District is our highest priority. 
With the latest decisions in our state and nation restricting travel and limiting congregations, many 
families may have questions regarding the COVID-19 Coronavirus and the impact on our school 
community. We have been, and will continue to be, in close communication with local and state 
officials.  We will continue to consider all recommendations from the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC), the World Health Organization (WHO) and the Missouri Department of Health and 
Senior Services (DHSS) in order to stay on top of this dynamic situation. 
 
Below are some questions we have received or anticipate to receive from our families along with our 
responses: 
 

● Will Smithton Schools close? 
○ Currently, the choice to close schools remains a local decision and our plan is to remain 

open unless the Pettis County Department of Health officials recommend closing 
schools. 

● If schools are closed, how will students continue to access their education? 
○ We are currently working together as a staff in order to create the best plan for education 

outside of our buildings.  This plan will include both online and more traditional 
opportunities to access information and feedback from teachers.  Should we need to 
close school for an extended period of time, we will work with the Department of 
Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) to determine if some instructional time 
can be waived. DESE has always worked with schools in extreme situations, and I would 
expect this would be the same. Our Smithton School Community will be notified of any 
closures through our Smithton R-VI App, Live Feed feature of our website, SMS and 
Group Call features, as well as Twitter and Facebook. Please be sure your information is 
up-to-date in order to receive email, texts and/or calls. 

● Are health-related absences due to COVID-19 concerns excused from school? 
○ During this time, if it is necessary for your child to be home, please notify your child’s 

school of the absence per our absence policy, and it may be an excused absence. It is 
essential for student safety that if a student isn’t feeling well, they remain at home. 

● How will our Smithton Schools keep families, staff and students informed regarding 
COVID-19/Coronavirus? 

○ Any district updates will be conveyed through regular district channels, starting with 
updates to our Live Feed and News features on our Smithon R-VI App and web page 
(families will receive notifications through our app when updates are made), SMS and 
Group Calling, emails, Twitter and Facebook. 
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● What is the protocol for cleaning and disinfecting schools? 
○ Staff have been cleaning common and high-traffic areas multiple times a day.  All 

classrooms were opened and fresh air introduced when students were on break. 
Thanks to our hard working custodial staff, all hard surfaces in each room were wiped 
down and disinfectant spray was applied to all other surfaces in each room. 

● When should a student or staff member stay home? 
○ If a student or staff member experiences fever of 100 degrees or higher, cough and/or 

difficulty breathing, the CDC recommends they should stay at home from school and 
contact their health care provider immediately. 

● Will school events and travel be canceled? 
○ Some larger MSHSAA events are being canceled at this time. This is a fluid situation 

and we will continue to monitor this. Canceling events, field trips, etc. could be a 
possibility if conditions warrant it.  We are in communication with local health experts and 
school leaders in our region in order to attain the latest information.  Please continue to 
communicate with your coaches regarding practice schedules 

● What conversations should parents have with their children at home? 
○ We know families, staff and students are concerned. We are committed to keeping you 

informed and working with you to keep our communities safe.  Click on this link for an 
informative infographic resource from NPR. 

● Where can I turn for more information? 
○ CDC 
○ WHO 
○ Pettis County Health Department 
○ Missouri Department of Health 

 
Rest assured, we are monitoring this developing situation closely, staying in contact with federal 
agencies, health organizations and other experts. We will continue to adjust our operations according to 
the recommendations of health authorities as the situation develops. Please keep in mind that this 
communication is only to inform parents. It is not our desire to create additional anxiety or stress. We 
plan on having school. We want our students to be in school with our teachers at Smithton 
Elementary School, Smithton Middle School and Smithton High School.  
 
In response to the current situation,  the Missouri Department of Health & Senior Services (MO DHSS) 
opened a statewide public hotline for citizens needing guidance regarding COVID-19. That hotline is 
operated by medical professionals and is available 24 hours a day, seven days a week. The phone 
number is 877-435-8411. 
 
We hope these updates help reassure you that the Smithton R-VI School District is taking this situation 
very seriously, that we are adjusting our practices in response to new information from public health 
officials and that we continue to prioritize the safety and learning of our students. If you have any 
additional questions, please contact the school. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
The Office of the Superintendent 
Smithton R-VI Schools 
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