
 
 
 
 
March   15,   2020  
 
To   the   RSU   57   School   Community,   
 
RSU   57   schools   will   be   closed   for   two   weeks   starting   Monday,   March   16th   through   Friday,   March   27th   as   a  
proactive   health   measure   in   our   community.    Although   there   are   no   confirmed   COVID-19   cases   in   our   schools,   it   is   in  
the   best   interest   of   our   school   community,   York   County,   and   the   State   of   Maine,   to   practice   social   distancing   in   our  
collective   attempt   to   “flatten   the   curve”.    This   will   also   ensure   those   most   vulnerable   are   able   to   receive   the   treatment   they  
need.   These   decisions   have   been   made   through   constant   consultation   with   Maine   CDC,   Maine   Department   of   Education,  
and   in   collaboration   with   York   and   Cumberland   County   Superintendents.   This   has   been   a   difficult   decision   and   we   fully  
understand   that   the   consequences   of   a   prolonged   school   closure   are   profound.   
 
Our   team   has   been   working   diligently   to   prepare.   There   are   many   things   we   will   be   doing   for   the   first   time   as   no   one   has  
prior   experience   with   a   prolonged   school   closure   of   this   magnitude.    Educators   and   staff   will   be   finishing   up   plans   for  
implementing   virtual   learning   on   Monday   and   Tuesday   and   will   be   ready   to   resume   your   child’s   education   remotely   on  
Wednesday,   March   18,   2020.  
 
We   believe   the     continuous   learning   plan     we   have   prepared   will   provide   a   level   of   continuity   for   our   students   during   this  
time   of   change.    Details   will   be   shared   with   parents   by   Wednesday,   March   18th,   and   will   outline   how   to   obtain   and   access  
resources,   required   assignments,   a   method   for   daily   communication   and   a   directory   of   supports.  
 
A   plan   is   being   finalized   for   students   or   parents   to   pick   up   needed   supplies   on   Tuesday,   March   17.   For   elementary  
students   this   includes   packets   for   home   learning   and   technology.   For   MMS   and   MHS   students   we   ask   that   you   contact   the  
main   office   at   your   child’s   school   to   notify   them   if   your   child   needs   to   pick   up   devices   from   school.   Please   expect   more  
communication   from   your   child’s   school   about   this   procedure   on   Monday.  
 
The   School   Nutrition   Department   is   working   on   a   detailed   plan   to   allow   for   our   students   to   access   food   if   needed.   Line  
Elementary   School   and   Massabesic   Middle   School   will   be   sites   for   pick   up   of   bagged   breakfast   and   lunch   items.    Please  
check   the   website   and/or   see   the   nutrition   update   for   details   about   this   service.  
 
All   staff   will   report   to   their   regular   building   assignments   on   Monday   morning.   Please   see   building   updates   for   more  
information.   Transportation   staff   are   asked   to   bring   their   buses   to   the   bus   garage   and   meet   in   the   East   Training   Center   at  
8:00   am.  
 
Finally,   as   our   health   professionals   continue   to   remind   all   of   us:    wash   your   hands,   wipe   down   surfaces,   practice   social  
distancing,   cover   your   mouth   or   use   a   tissue   if   you   are   coughing,   and   stay   home   if   you   are   sick.     These   habits  
continue   to   be   the   most   effective   defense   and   our   best   chance   to   slow   the   spread   of   COVID-19.   We   will   continue   to   send  
and   post   updates   on   a   regular   basis.   Most   importantly,   take   care   of   one   another.  
 
Regards,   
 
Larry   Malone,   Superintendent   of   Schools  


