
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
March 13, 2020 
 
 
Dear Parents and Guardians, 
 
As the Coronavirus (COVID-19) continues to spread in Georgia, the safety and health of 
all students, staff, and community continues to be the number one priority of Bryan 
County Schools. Please know that we spend multiple hours working with our staff and 
other experts when considering closing a school or school district.  Many things must be 
considered when contemplating school or district closure.  The following are just a few: 
 

• The immediate safety and health of students and staff 
• Childcare – in situations where parents work, are students safer at school or at 

home? 
• Food – with over 3,000 students in Bryan County Schools having access to our 

free food program, we play an instrumental role in the nutrition of many students 
• Loss of instruction 
• Make-up days 

 
We are using guidance from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), along 
with additional expert information from other local, regional, and national health agencies, 
the Department of Education and the Governor’s office as we plan and make decisions 
specific to closing a school or the school district. The CDC has recently released guidance 
regarding COVID-19 and school closures.  I have included a link to the CDC page that has 
recommended considerations and a decision-making matrix:    
 
Considerations for School Closures 
 
As you know, there are confirmed cases of COVID-19 in Georgia.  As of noon today, 
there are no confirmed cases in our school district or this region. Even so, I hope that all of 
you are finding a way to remain calm and focused during this time of uncertainty.  Our 
desire is for you to know our highest priority is the well-being of our students, staff, 
community and anyone who visits our facilities. 
 
As a proactive measure, a comprehensive plan for cleaning and disinfecting our facilities 
and buses has been developed.  We will begin this weekend disinfecting our buildings and 
will follow on Monday and Tuesday with having all 90 buses professionally 
disinfected.  We will continue with a more intensive cleaning program that addresses all 
high-touch surfaces in our facilities and buses. 
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https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/considerations-for-school-closure.pdf


In preparation for the possibility of some type of extended school closure, the amazing 
educators and leaders in this organization have been working extremely hard to prepare a 
digital learning environment for all students.  If a school or the school district was forced 
to close, for example two weeks or more, a digital learning environment would limit 
disruption by reducing required make-up days, etc. 
 
Yesterday afternoon, in an effort to minimize large gatherings, the Georgia High School 
Association called for the temporary suspension of all athletic contests. In response to this 
recommendation, the district has cancelled all high school and middle school 
competitions, including band and JROTC, through Friday, March 27.  Currently, students 
will still be allowed to practice and take part in activities at the school. In addition, we are 
cancelling all field trips and non-essential, professional travel by faculty and staff.   
 
If your family plans to travel during spring break, please use the utmost prudence and 
continually monitor the CDC Travel Advisories: https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/travel/notices.   
We highly recommend that you reconsider any travel to areas on the Warning Level 3, 
Alert Level 2, and Watch List 1 for COVID-19.                                  
 
Again, our most important concern is the safety and well-being of our students, employees 
and community.  We will continue to keep you informed of developments that impact 
you.  Have a wonderful 4-day weekend, and we look forward to your child’s return on 
Wednesday, March 18.   
 
Best regards, 
 
Paul T. Brooksher, Ph.D. 
 
Paul T. Brooksher, Ph.D. 
Superintendent 
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