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STUDENT
SPOTLIGHTby ben didier

   Quintan Calvert, 
junior, loves 
academics as he 
participates in the 
scholar bowl and 
math team. He 
participated in a 
scholar bowl meet 
January 29th and 
won two out of the 
three games. He 
played a big part in 
those wins as he got 
multiple questions 
correct. Aside from 
trivia he fell in love 
with math at a young 
age and it has been 
his favorite subject 
all throughout 
school. The feeling of 
being able to answer 
and understand 
problems is what 
intrigued him.

   Calvert is widely 
known throughout 
the school for his 
monologues and 

funny stories as well. 
Whether he's talking 
about his farm or 
mathematics,           
Quintan can always 
put a unique spin on 
the story. 

   After high school he 
plans on going to 
college at UCM and 
pursuing his passion 
for mathematics. ?A 
major in mathematics 
and a degree in 
education would be 
nice. Hopefully I?ll get 
my masters as well,? 
he says. Quintan 
hopes to one day 
become a math 
teacher just like his 
favorite teacher Mr. 
Briggs. ?I have had a 
lot of math teachers 
in school but none of 
them can teach as 
well as Mr. Briggs,? he 
says. 

 Aside from his 

passion for math, 
Calvert enjoys 
spending most of his 
free time on the 
farm. Tending to the 
animals and crops 
and just being 
outside are all things 
he enjoys. Quintan is 

an amazing student 
who prioritizes his 
attendance and 
schoolwork.

quintan  calvert
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Quint an Calver t  poses in f ront  of  t he 
whit eboard, ont o which he has wr it t en 
som e of  h is favor it e m at h equat ions.

photo by Luke Morrill
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On Saturday, 

February 23, the Mr. 
Valentine Pageant was 
held at the Farris 
Theater, featuring 
eight high school 
students competing to 
win the tit le of ?Mr. 
Valentine.? There were 
four categories, which 
consisted of 
sportswear, talent, 
formalwear, and 
question and answer. 
The National Honor 
Society arranged the 
event, coordinated by 
Mrs. Wilton. All 
proceeds that resulted 
from this are going to 
be donated to the 
Baker family, where 
Dana Baker has been 
battling breast cancer. 
The pageant collected 
at least $1,000 in total. 
After all the 
competing, the judges 
decided the final 
winner of this was 
senior Colby Williams.

At the recent 

Mat-Court assembly, 
the boys gave a sneak 
peek of what was going 
to be presented at the 
pageant. It also helped 
encourage the students 
to show their support 
for their classmates. 
The participants 
consisted of seniors 
Colby Williams, Logan 
Claypole, Aaron Koger, 
Ben Didier, and Loren 
Baker and juniors Wyatt 
Marshall, Lance Rogers, 
and Jake Knutter. Zane 
Renfro even starred as 
?Cupid?! The 
contestants were 
chosen by Wilton and 
the NHS officers, and 
each demonstrated 
their talents and 
abilit ies to make the 
audience laugh. The 
audience showed lots 
of support, and they 
seemed to like what 
they saw. During the 
question and answer 
category, each boy was 
escorted by juniors 

invested himself and 
his time to the 
pageant, and that was 
clearly shown.

Another 
contestant, Aaron 
Koger stated ?My 
favorite part was the 
opening dance 
because it was fun.? 
On the other hand, his 
least favorite was his 
talent skit, because, 
unfortunately, he 
didn?t think he made it 
as funny as he wanted 
it to be. However, the 
audience enjoyed it. 
Koger convincingly 
claimed ?I think Loren 
and I won as well 
because we helped 
Colby with both of his 
skits.? He had an 
excellent performance.

The Mr. 
Valentine Pageant was 
a huge success, thanks 
to everyone who was a 
part of it. It will be 
remembered for years 
to come.

 

Kayden McCarter and 
Olivia Maulsby, who 
each also practiced for 
this and did great jobs. 
In addition to this, 
seniors Abby Vandiver 
and Katie Smith 
conducted the show, 
showcasing the boys 
and their talents the 
best that they could.

 The winner, 
Williams, claimed that 
his favorite part was 
?Probably doing the 
sportswear act because 
right now sports is my 
favorite thing to do in 
my free time. My least 
favorite thing was 
putting the dress on, 
because it wasn?t 
exactly the most 
comfortable thing to 
wear.? Williams 
encourages other 
students to join next 
year, ?because it 's fun 
to do.? The judges? 
decision was a good 
one, because they 
chose a contestant who 

MR. 
VALENTINE

by Aspen rowe



three, in the first round, 
unfortunately Plymell lost his 
match eliminating him for the 
tournament making him finish 
2-2. But on the positive side Teat 
and Claypole won their first 
match of the day putting them 
both in the match for 3rd. 
Hutchings lost his first match 
Saturday,but this still put him in 
the match to wrestle for 
5thplace. After all three of their 
final matches, Teat lost placing 
4th, this was his first time 
placing at the state tournament, 
and  Claypole also lost his match 
placing 4th. Sadly, this is 
Claypole?s senior year making 
this last match of his high school 
career. After he was asked how 
he thought he did he explained, 
?I thought I did good, while 
finishing 4th is not what I 
wanted, I?m happy with it, I 
finished a four time state 
qualifier and three time state 
placer, thank you to everyone 
who supported me through the 
last 4 years and I?m so thankful 
for everything and everyone, I 
couldn?t have done it without 
you guys.?

On Friday, February 14, 2020, 
the Richmond Spartans 
Wrestling team went to 
Marceline, Missouri for the 
Class 1 District tournament. A 
total of five wrestlers placed, 
allowing them to move on to 
the state tournament.In the 
113-weight class, sophomore 
Conner Teat won, getting 1st 
making this his 2nd time 
making it to state. In the 
120-weight class was senior 
Logan Claypole, who placed 
3rd making this his 4th time 
going to state. In the 
126-weight class is senior 
Mason Hutchings, who placed 
2nd and was his 3rd time 
making it to state. In the 
195-weight class is junior 
Ryker Plymell, who placed 4th 
and was his 2nd time making 
it to state. Finally, is sophmore 
Zane Renfro, in the heavy 
weight class who also placed 
4th and was his 1st time 
making it to state. Coming 
from Hutchings, one of the 
senior wrestlers, when asked 
how he felt he did at districts 
he said ?Districts felt really 

good because I got 2nd and I 
knew that I would get a really 
good seed at state because of 
this this.?

The following week the 
wrestlers left on Wednesday 
the 19th to head to Boonville 
for practice which is along the 
way to Columbia. Then after 
headed towards Columbia to 
get to the hotel to rest up for 
the next day which was the 
first day of the tournament. 
After day one of the 
tournament, Teat, Claypole, 
Hutchings and Renfro all went 
1-0 and made it to where they 
would wrestle in the 
quarterfinals on day two of 
the tournament. Plymell went 
1-1 and had to wrestle in the 
second round of wrestle 
backs on the second 2. After 
Day two unfortunately Renfro 
was eliminated finishing 1-2 
at state, and Teat, Claypole 
and  Hutchings all lost their 
match and Plymel won his. 
Making Teat, Claypole and 
Hutchings all 1-1 and 
Plymell2-1. On Saturday, day 5

by colby wil l iams

WRESTLING 
DISTRICTS



BASKETBALL
DISTRICTS

by al issa pritchett 
   The boys basketball team 

went to districts in Chillicothe 

on February 25th through 

February 29th. With the hope 

of winning districts this year, 

the boys knew they had a 

tough tournament ahead of 

them. The Spartans faced off 

against Lexington for their 

first game on the 25th. Even 

though Lexington had beaten 

them before, the boys were 

confident. Outscoring them in 

the first half with a score of 

37-30, the boys went into the 

locker room knowing they 

could play harder. They had to 

step it up a notch and show 

Lexington that they were not 

there to play nice. Coming out 

for the second half, the 

Spartans fought hard and won 

with a score of 83-56.

   Their next game was against 

Higginsville on Thursday the 

27th. This was the game that 

would determine whether or 

not the Spartans were going 

to go to the championship. 

Coach Kevin Jermain said this 

game was ?kind of a struggle,? 

and that ?neither team played 

real well,? but the boys came out 

and took care of business. At 

half the score was 33-21 and 

they were ready to finish the 

second half and end this game 

with a win. The boys played 

hard and won with a score of 

53-41, allowing them to move 

onto the big game.

   Now it was time for the 

biggest game of the 

tournament, the championship 

against Chillicothe, a team who 

wasn?t going to show Richmond 

any slack. Everyone was there to 

cheer on the boys on Saturday 

night as they played for 

hardware. Coming into this 

game the Spartans were 

confident, but nervous. They 

knew that they were going to 

have to give this their all, no 

mistakes. The first half was 

rough. The boys weren?t playing 

to the level everyone knew they 

could. Ending the half with a 

score of 22-31, the boys knew 

they were going to have to step 

up the intensity. They could not 

let Chillicothe out play them this 

second half. Coming back onto 

the court, the boys looked ready 

to show Chillicothe that they 

were not going to give up this 

district championship tit le. 

Playing the way  that everyone 

knew they could, the boys 

inched their way back to a close 

score. With only 22 seconds left 

in the 4th quarter, tensions and 

nerves were high. It was now 

our ball and the boys were 

ready to give this last offensive 

possession their all. They 

passed the ball around the 

perimeter waiting for the 

perfect shot as the clock ran. 

Suddenly, senior Dionte 

Marquez threw up a three point 

shot. Everyone watched in awe 

as the ball went through the 

net: the winning shot.

   The crowd went wild. The 

Spartans had done it. The boys 

were district champions for the 
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to happen without all of the 

support we got from our fans. 

They are so important to us and 

we love them all.?

first time since 1972. They 

earned their well-deserved 

hardware. For senior Kain 

Pierson it was a bittersweet 

feeling. Pierson says that he 

was ?overwhelmed with 

feelings knowing that we just 

won districts for the first time 

in 48 years.? This was a 

memorable win, but it would 

be the last time he was going 

to play in a district tournament 

with his team. One of Pierson?s 

teammates, Dionte Marquez, 

also added that he appreciates 

everyone that came out to 

support the Spartans through 

all three games. He says that 

?This wouldn?t have been able 
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The Boys Varsit y basket ball t eam  poses w it h t heir  
t rophy f rom  t he Richm ond Dist r ict  Tournam ent . 

From  Lef t : Coach Bryant  (Assist ant  Coach), Coach Swope (Assist ant  Coach), 
Hunt er  Gif ford, Wyat t  Covey, Jack  Gogue, Spencer  Wolf  (knealing), Colin 
Crom ley, Wyat t  Covey, Trevin Quick(knealing), Jordan Alexander , Layne 
Cavanah, Diont e Marquez, Ben Dana (behind), Eli St eele (knealing), Kain 
Pierson, Loren Baker , Keyshaun Ell iot t , Coach Jerm ain (Head Coach)

          photo courtesy of Justin Remington



by katie smith
   As the winter sports wrap 

up, spring sports such as 

Boys Tennis, Baseball, Track 

and field, and Boys Golf are 

approaching quickly. 

   On March 2nd, the spring 

grind for all athletes begins 

after school. All the athletes 

have been preparing for 

their upcoming season by 

being in the weight room 

and working on their skills 

during the off season.

   The Boys Tennis team will 

have three seniors playing 

this spring. Their goal this 

year is to come back to win 

districts as a team after 

being defeated last season. 

Ben Didier, a senior gearing 

up for his last season said, ?I 

am ready to conquer the 

game and go all the way to 

state.?

   The Baseball team will 

have six seniors playing this 

spring. For the most part 

this season will be a young 

team with only 3 returning 

starters. Tyler Pyle, a 

starting senior pitcher, said 

that ?the younger guys are 

going to need to step up? so 

that the baseball team can 

complete their goal of a 

district championship. Pyle 

also said that his personal 

goal this year is to ?break 

the school record for 

strikeouts in a season.

   The track team has been 

preparing during the off 

season by coming in after 

school and running. They 

are very determined to set 

personal records for 

themselves this year and 

get better each meet.

   The boys golf team won 

conference for the 11th 

time in a row last season.  

Timmy Hamilton, the 

number one varsity spot 

from last golf season, said 

?this year we plan to win 

conference for the 12th 

time in a row.? Hamilton 

also wants to take it a step 

further and win the district 

tit le as a team as well as 

move on to sectionals and 

finally go all the way to 

state. 

SPRING 
SPORTS



FFA WEEK:     
A REVIEW

by jay j iovenale
 Monday, February 24th 
through Friday the 28th, FFA 
hosted their annual school 
week of school spirit 
activities and events going 
on at the high  school. 

   FFA is an organization 
that promotes and 
supports agricultural 
education and this week 
dedicated to them helps 
them do so in a fun 
educational way. Laura 
Allen, teacher and FFA 
advisor, says FFA week?s 
main purpose is, ?To 
promote agriculture and 
national FFA organization 
to the community.?

   Monday, the 24th, the 
week started off with 
?muddy truck day? 
encouraging students to 
wear camo to school. 
Tuesday was ?Kuntry? day, 
having students wear 

flannels to school. 
Wednesday was wear your 
FFA shirts and jeans, as well 
as a breakfast held for FFA 
members. Thursday was 
?drive your tractor to school 
day? and Allen says it is her 
favorite day of the FFA 
week. Students that are 
able to  drive their tractors 
to school and during the 
day can show and explain 
to other students the ways 
they use their tractors. Also 
on Thursday, the FFA spirit 
day was to wear bib 
overalls to school. 

   To end the week off the 
FFA members had their Silo 
Film Field trip to The Farris 
where the students will go 
to watch the movie ?Silo? 
during the school day. 

   Then to finish off the 
spirit week the students 
were to wear their FFA 

jackets, boots and belt 
buckles to school. Student 
Thomas Steffens who is 
also an FFA member said ?it 
was a very fun,active week 
that the members of FFA 
enjoyed.? it was another 
great FFA week.

by katie smith

FFA and agriculture students 
were able to enjoy the feature 
film Silo at The Farris Theater in 
Richmond.



FFA FARM 
SHOWby emily nickles

  On Friday, February 21,the 

FFA students went to the 

Western Farm Show. This was 

the 59th annual show, hosted 

at the American Royal Center 

in Kansas City, MO. The show 

is to promote leadership and 

job skills while being fun and 

engaging for everyone. While 

interesting and filled with 

features and acres of things to 

see, this program educates 

students interested in 

agriculture leadership, career 

paths, and helps advocate 

within the industry. The Farm 

Show offered many different 

experiences and 

opportunities. Students could 

even register to win prizes 

throughout the day based on 

participation in activities and 

sessions.

  The Wagstaff Theatre held 

thirty-minute leadership 

sessions that focused on 

exploring technology and 

innovation. Each session 

spoke about innovations in the 

agricultural industry while 

promoting further success and 

development. Industry 

representatives offered a job 

skill and interview session 

where previously registered 

students can participate in a 

face to face mock interview 

and practice their skills. Each 

student that registered was 

asked to prepare a cover letter 

and resume and could choose 

between different job profiles 

in which to practice.

   FFA hosted their ?Unite 

Against Hunger? canned food 

drive in support of the 

National FFA Week and FFA 

Day. A prize drawing was held 

for any chapter bringing in a 

minimum of two hundred 

canned food or nonperishable 

items. A winner was picked 

from each state, they were 

awarded with a one thousand 

dollar check only to be used 

for educational purposes and 

the good of the chapter.

    The Western Farm show is 

the Midwest 's best indoor 

farm show. For almost sixty 

years now the show happens 

once a year in February with 

many exhibitors to make it 

possible along with the latest 

in farm and ranch technology. 

For more information about 

FFA and its opportunities talk 

to Ms. Allen or our FFA 

officers.



Every year, everyone 

always argues about what 

type of weather is the best. 

Rain or sunshine, however, 

always seem to be the 

hardest to choose from. 

During the month of April, 

it always seems to be 

raining or storming but it 

never gets too chilly. During 

the month of May, the 

flowers are blooming and it 

is always a nice, warm day 

out.

?Which is your favorite: 

spring showers or may 

flowers,? is the question 

that was posed to the 

Journalism staff. As 

expected, the vote was 

close. But, with an 

overriding vote of thirteen 

out of twenty, May flowers 

was the winner. ?That is the 

time when the Magnolia 

tree in my backyard begins 

to smell good and the sun 

is always beaming down on 

my forehead with warmth,? 

is why Reporter Ava 

Murphy picked the time of 

May flowers, along with 

many other staff members 

with similar reasoning. On 

the other hand, Editor Jessy 

Smith says she picked 

spring showers because 

she likes the weather and 

the possible tornadoes. 

Spring showers and May 

flowers go hand in hand. 

Even though spring 

showers fell short of the 

vote, they are just as 

important because May 

flowers would never 

happen without them.

by natalee weber

THIS VS. THAT 
Spring Showers vs. May Flowers

Succulents grow in the Ag Greenhouse and will be for sale 
later this semester!                         photo by Natalee Weber
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Talk  t o your  counselor  about  signing up 
for  Journalism  or  Yearbook  t o be par t  of  
next  year 's st af f !

Interested in writing 
for a school  
publ ication?
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