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Information concerning COVID-19 can be 
confusing.  We are available to provide you 
with facts and the most up-to-date 
information about conditions in Cowley 
County.  Click the image below to learn 
how to keep yourself and your family 
safe.   

  

INFORMATION TO COWLEY COUNTY RESIDENTS CONCERNING COVID-19 
AND TRAVEL: 
Saturday March 14, 2020 

The rapidly evolving situation with illness transmission in our community has 
prompted the issuance of an Isolation Order for local travelers as they return 
from vacations over spring breaks. 

There are several countries and four states that because of wide spread person to 
person transmission of COVID-19 we are asking for complete isolation by you 
upon return if you vacationed in California, Florida, New York and Washington. 

California and Florida are states of high concern because of tourist attractions 
that have brought together large groups of travelers to parks and entertainment 
areas. The existing spread of cases in those states along with traveler interactions 
in these locations are of concern. During your travels you may have been exposed 
and be carrying the virus even though right now you are symptom free. Florida 
was the point of origin for 3 Kansas cases this week. 

New York and Washington are states with high spread of the disease and 
advanced numbers of person to person transmission. The expanded outbreak of 
illness from people who had traveled overseas and brought this illness home is 
exactly what we’re now facing locally. 

All remaining states are similar in risk to what we now face in Kansas. Within 6 
days we moved from zero cases in our state to 6 and a death. Sadly this is likely 
just the beginning as we have had a case in a neighboring county. 

If you have traveled to any state other than the four mentioned please return to 
home, school and work but be very very cautious. Practice the good hygiene and 
social distancing measures we have previously outlined. Monitor your health 
closely going forward and if you have any symptom of illness isolate yourself at 
home immediately and contact us or your health care provider. We will help 
coordinate how to respond for you including coordinating any required testing. 



We would prefer that you call us in this situation – I know we do not staff the 
office on weekends that may soon change. In any respect I will work as long as 
needed to communicate to you. 

Cowley County is home to many multi generational families. Children, parents, 
grandparents, great-grandparents. Our older population faces severe risk in this 
situation. 

Many people are stating “oh this is just like the flu no big deal” sadly that is 
completely untrue. Every season we hold large scale anit-influenza campaigns in 
our county – we promote and provide flu shots and have antivirals that can 
lessen the severity of the flu if you contract it. We have no such help in this 
situation. We have a virus with no cure and as people we have no immunity. In 
order for us to slow the eventual spread of this in our county we need to ask for 
your help. 

If we can detect that you may be getting sick BEFORE you have been out and 
about with others we can contain and slow this down so that we are not 
overwhelmed in our hospitals and clinics. 

That is why we are doing all of this. To keep people healthy and hopefully keeping 
our infection rate under control. 

I release this changed so fast – when you left this wasn’t a problem. I had 
sincerely hoped this rate of spread would not have been as rapid as it is. Please 
bear with us and help us help you. 

Finally please do not post your personal questions on this page. Instead please 
email me at tlanger@cowleycounty.org and I will respond as quickly as possible. 
If i can channel the questions to one place I will reduce the chance of not return a 
call or answering your questions. 

This situation is changing rapidly – I had anticipated enjoying spring break as 
well and rooting for my favorite teams in March Madness. Those days will occur 
again but until that time I again ask that you work with us for the health of our 
community and our families. 

Stay well, 

Tom Langer – Public Health Officer – Cowley County 

  

 


