
School District of Gilman 
325 North Fifth Avenue, Gilman, WI 54433 

Office Phone: 715-447-8211   Office Fax:  715-447-8321 
 

March 14, 2020 
 
Dear Parents and Community Members,  
 

On Friday, March 13, 2020, the Wisconsin Department of Health Services’ 
Secretary-Designee Andrea Palm, under the direction of Governor Tony Evers, issued an order 
closing schools effective Wednesday, March 18, 2020, at 5:00 pm with an anticipated return to 
school on April 6, 2020. Please be aware our ability to reopen school is subject to change 
pending further information. We are communicating this information today to provide families 
time to prepare for this extended closure. As a District, we want to assure you that we are 
developing plans to do our best to make sure the following happens: 

● Maintain as little disruption to the continuum of learning for students as possible. 
● Ensure seniors graduate on time. 
● Allow all other students to complete school without going well into the summer. 
● Provide meals to students during school closure. 
● Communicate with parents and our community on a regular basis as circumstances 

change or evolve.  
 

With this being said, the School District of Gilman will follow the timeline below: 
 
Monday, March 16, 2020 (No School for Students 4K-12) 

● Students will not attend school in order for staff to properly prepare for this extended 
closure. This time will be used to develop a comprehensive plan to both instruct and 
deliver continued education for all our students.  

 
Tuesday, March 17, 2020, and Wednesday, March 18, 2020 (School Day for Students 
4K-12) 

● March 17 and 18 will be a full day for students to receive last-minute instructions and 
preparation for the extended closure. 

● Students will be able to gather school supplies, academic materials, and personal items 
for this time period. Students in grades 5-12 will bring their Chromebooks home in order 
to access digital content and instruction.  

● Staff will also provide a detailed educational plan for students, which will include 
materials as determined by each grade level.  

● If your child has medication at school that he/she may need access to over this extended 
closure, please plan to pick up the medication from the school office by 4:00 pm, 
Wednesday, March 18, 2020, as we cannot send medication(s) home with students. 

 



 
● The Gilman School Nutrition Program will distribute meals over this extended closure. 

Details will be provided next week. 
 
Thursday, March 19, 2020 – Friday, April 3rd, 2020 (No School for Students 4K-12) 

● During this extended school closure, students (K-12) will receive direct communication 
from staff members through the use of various technology services.  

● Students grades K-4 will receive classroom supplies and learning activities in a 
take-home packet.  

● Students grades 5-12 will have access to digital content for all course work. 
● All students will receive information to support their academic, social, and emotional 

needs as they transition from the classroom to homebound instruction during this time 
period.  Strategies will include: how to stay engaged with classwork at home, how to set 
goals and timelines, how to remain physically active, and how to avoid feeling sad or 
lonely while school is closed. 

● Gilman 4K will be closed during the extended closure and will receive learning activities 
that are optional for parents.  

 
We realize that school closure is very difficult for everyone, and we understand that there 

are worries and concerns amongst our staff and community regarding school closure due to 
coronavirus (COVID-19). At the time of this letter, there are NO confirmed cases of coronavirus 
(COVID-19) in the School District of Gilman or Taylor County. Please visit the School District 
of Gilman webpage at www.gilman.k12.wi.us often to receive updates and additional 
information regarding coronavirus (COVID-19) and school closure. For Wisconsin updates, visit 
dhs.wisconsin.gov/disease/covid-19.HTM For national updates and travel guidance, visit cdc.gov  
 

During this time please continue to promote healthy habits that help protect you and 
others from any sickness such as: 

● Wash your hands often with soap and warm water for at least 20 seconds. 
● Avoid close contact with people who are sick. 
● Cover your mouth and nose when sneezing or coughing. 
● Avoid touching eyes, nose, and mouth. 
● Clean and disinfect frequently touched objects and surfaces. 
● Stay home from work and school when you are sick, except to get medical care.  Fever of 

100 degrees or higher, stay home.  You must be fever free for 24 hours without any 
fever-reducing medication before returning to school or work.  

 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Wally Leipart, Superintendent 

http://www.gilman.k12.wi.us/
http://dhs.wisconsin.gov/disease/covid-19.HTM
http://cdc.gov/

