
Coronavirus (COVID-19)                                                March 13, 2020, 3:00 pm 

Update #2 

Dear Royal Valley Community: 

The information about the Coronavirus (COVID-19) is changing rapidly and the response from 
USD 337 Royal Valley will likely be adapting as these changes come.  In the past 24-48 hours, 
the number of cases in Kansas has grown to 6 presumptively positive cases.  At this time, there 
are no positively identified cases in our local community.  

School Cancellation Procedures 
In a state-wide meeting with the Kansas Department of Education, we learned that the decision to 
close schools due to COVID-19 should come from the Jackson County Health Department or the 
Kansas Department of Health and Environment.  If we are informed by either of these agencies of 
a need to cancel school for Royal Valley, we will communicate with parents with our text alert 
system and post information on social media and the district website. It is also noted that the 
Governor and the President also have the authority to close down schools in this matter. 
 
If a local health department, in cooperation with the Kansas Department of Health and 
Environment, the President of the United States or the Kansas Governor requires the closure of a 
school due to COVID-19, schools will have three options:  
 
1. Make up the missed school days by June 30, 2020.  
2. Submit a proposal to KSDE for the delivery of e-learning to be counted as seat time.  
3. Submit a petition to the Kansas State Board of Education and the Kansas Commissioner of 
Education to waive the legally required minimum number of hours and days schools must be in 
session.  
 
If your school is required to close due to COVID-19, the requirement from KDHE is that the 
school will be closed for a minimum of 14 days, after which time the communal spread of the 
virus will be reassessed before the school is cleared to reopen. During this mandated closure, 
schools will be required to conduct a deep cleaning of the building.  
 
E-Learning  
There are a lot of universities that are moving to an online format to help slow the spread of the 
COVID-19.  K-12 schools are held to a much different standard and we would not be able to 
replace our curriculum with an online curriculum for a few reasons.  1. We do not have 1:1 
devices for our PK-4 students.  2. We would be unable to meet federal requirements to provide 
equitable services for students with disabilities in an online environment.  3. Not all households in 
our community have equal access to internet for learning at home. I do not believe that moving to 
an online platform is an option for USD #337 at this time, however, if a student does become 
quarantined this spring, we will work individually with each family to try to provide as much of an 
online education as possible during that time. 

 

Prevention 
USD 337 Royal Valley is following recommendations from the CDC, the Kansas Department of 
Health and Environment, and the Kansas Department of Education.  District staff have been 



working hard over the break to disinfect the schools and will be increasing that effort once 
students return next week. Here are the recommendations on how to prevent the spread of all 
respiratory viruses, including COVID-19: 
 

• Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds. Use an alcohol-based 

hand sanitizer that contains at least 60% alcohol if soap and water are not available.  

• Clean and disinfect frequently touched objects and surfaces using a regular household 

cleaning spray or wipe.  

• Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth with unwashed hands.  

• Avoid close contact with people who are sick.  

• Stay home when you are sick. 

• Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue or your sleeve (not your hands) when coughing or 

sneezing. If you use a tissue, throw it in the trash.  

• CDC recommends that travelers avoid all travel to China, Iran, Italy, and South Korea 

Symptoms 
Information to date suggests that COVID-19 causes mild-to-moderate illness and symptoms like 
the flu, including fever, cough, and difficulty breathing.  

Spring Break Travel 
Some of our families may be traveling out of the state and/or country over spring break for 
vacations.  Please keep in mind that returning to the country from certain areas may require 
additional screening requirements.  I received information from the Jackson County Health 
Department this afternoon regarding the need to be seen to determine if quarantine is necessary 
for you and/or your family. 
 
1.   Travelers to states with community acquired COVID-19, do NOT need to be quarantined at 
this time but must check in with the health department for monitoring of potential symptoms. 
 
2.  Traveersl to any state without community acquired COVID-19 are not required at this time to 
contact the health department. 
 
If persons are confused as to the current states they can call our office (785) 364-2670 
to find out. At this moment Washington State, California and New York are the states we are 
concerned about as they have areas where community transmission has occurred. We are 
recommending that any individual, regardless of travel, call their doctor if they develop a fever 
with cough and/or difficulty breathing.  If you are asked to self-quarantine by the health 
department or you physician, please notify the school office. 
 

Resources 
Jackson County Health Department: (785) 364-2670 

CDC Website: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html 
KDHE Website: http://www.kdheks.gov/coronavirus/ 

 

https://www.google.com/search?safe=active&ei=-OBrXt6LE9GT0PEPt_O4kAg&q=jackson+county+health+department+ks&oq=jackson+county+health+department+ks&gs_l=psy-ab.3..0i22i30l4.5675.6225..6618...0.2..0.198.575.0j3......0....1..gws-wiz.......0i71j0.BZzHYgzrsBY&ved=0ahUKEwje55PMmZjoAhXRCTQIHbc5DoIQ4dUDCAs&uact=5
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
http://www.kdheks.gov/coronavirus/

