
 
 

March 12, 2020 
 
Dear FPS Family: 
 
Thank you for your attention to district communication regarding COVID-19 (Coronavirus) and 
our district plans. The health of our students, their families, and our staff members is our utmost 
priority.  
 
Arkansas has identified six presumptive COVID-19 cases in the state, and Governor Asa 
Hutchinson has declared a public health emergency in Arkansas. As this situation continues to 
evolve, we want to keep you well informed of the district’s preparation to take appropriate action 
in this public health crisis.   This afternoon, the Arkansas Secretary of Health, in conjunction with 
the Division of Elementary and Secondary Education notified school districts in Pulaski, Saline, 
Grant, and Jefferson counties, that they should close school until March 30th.  At this time, there 
has been no decision to close Fayetteville Public Schools. 
 
In the event Fayetteville Public Schools must close, the district has received approval from 
the Arkansas Division of Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) to use Alternative 
Methods of Instruction days.  Each school has prepared assignments that will be used in the 
event of school closure, if necessary.  For more information, please visit our AMI webpage.  On 
Friday, students will receive a packet from their school with instructions for use if school 
is canceled. 
 
Parent Conferences/Meetings:  At this time, all parent-teacher conferences, meetings, and 
Career Action Plan (CAP) meetings will be held online or by telephone. 
 
In order to protect our students, staff members, and the community, beginning today, 
March 12, the district is restricting all international and out of state travel for staff 
members and students until further notice. This would include conferences, academic and 
athletic competitions, and award ceremonies. This decision was made in concert with Governor 
Asa Hutchinson’s restriction of state employee travel and his request that Arkansans reconsider 
out of state travel at this time.  
 
Field Trips and After School Events:  At this time, as a precaution, the district is canceling all 
district-sponsored field trips.  Additionally, all district-sponsored after school events or large 
gatherings will be canceled as recommended by the ADH and Governor Hutchinson. More 
information regarding district athletic events will be forthcoming.  The district was just notified 
that the Arkansas Activities Association has postponed the Finals of the State Basketball 
Tournament which was scheduled for Saturday, March 14. 
 
Trips not sponsored by Fayetteville Public Schools: The district does not have the authority 
to cancel or make other arrangements for these trips. We encourage staff members and parents 

https://sites.google.com/g.fayar.net/fps-ami/home


to review the Centers for Disease Control and the Arkansas Department of Health guidelines on 
travel.  Keep in mind, that upon return, there is the possibility of a quarantine that could result in 
absences from school.  
 
Spring Break Travel:  Spring Break is almost here and many of you have vacation plans. 
Governor Hutchinson asks that we all consider the following questions before travel: 

● Are you traveling to a high-risk country? 
● Will you be with large gatherings of people from unknown regions? 
● Will you come into contact with the elderly upon your return? 
● Are you driving or using mass transit? 
● Is there a safer option? 
● Is it absolutely necessary to travel? 

Please consider this information. Should you or your family come in contact with an individual 
exposed to the virus, travel to an affected country, travel aboard a cruise ship, or show signs of 
the COVID-19 virus, please communicate by phone or electronically with your healthcare 
provider and with your principal prior to your student’s return to school. You may be impacted by 
quarantine procedures, typically for 14 days. 
 
Continued Prevention: The most current information from the Centers for Disease Control 
(CDC) and the Arkansas Department of Health (ADH) regarding minimizing exposure to 
infection states to: 

● Avoid close contact with sick people, 
● Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth with unclean hands, 
● Stay home when you are sick, 
● Cover all coughs and sneezes with a tissue, then throw the tissue in the trash and wash                 

your hands, 
● Cough and sneeze into your elbow instead of on your hand,  
● Clean and disinfect frequently touched objects and surfaces with a regular household            

cleaning spray, and  
● Those at higher risk should review additional precautions from the CDC.  

 
Additionally, we encourage you to minimize your contact with others by: 

● Reduce handshakes and high-fives - use a verbal greeting or an “elbow bump” and 
● Increase your handwashing - and encourage your child to do the same especially after              

blowing your nose and/or coughing. 
 

Information on Student Absence: 
● Students who self-quarantine will be counted absent. Please see district policy 5.7. 
● Students who are quarantined under a doctor’s order at home will have their absences 

coded as medical exclusions and are considered excused.  
 

Thank you for your attention, your flexibility, and for being prepared. We will continue to monitor 
and communicate as information becomes available.  Please visit the district webpage for 
updates and additional information.  We are doing all that we can to provide the best care for 
our children. 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/index.html
https://www.healthy.arkansas.gov/programs-services/topics/covid-19-guidance-for-travelers
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
https://www.healthy.arkansas.gov/programs-services/topics/novel-coronavirus
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/specific-groups/high-risk-complications.html#Have-supplies-on-hand
https://5il.co/aloo
https://district.fayar.net/o/fps


 
Sincerely, 

 
John L Colbert, Ed.D. 
Superintendent 


