
 
TO:   SPS’ Students and Parents  
 
FROM:  Dr. Tad Everett, Superintendent of Schools 
 
DATE:  Friday, March 13, 2020 
 
SUBJECT: Latest Coronavirus/COVID-19 Update for Sterling 

Public Schools 
 
  
My goal is to keep students and parents updated on the latest information I have 
pertaining to the coronavirus/COVID-19 outbreak. Therefore, this update contains the 
latest information from IL Governor, Mr. JB Pritzker, and the Center for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC).  
 
Governor Pritzker’s Update 
Governor Pritzker spoke in Chicago last night and provided some more guidance on how 
Illinois’ schools should be responding to the coronavirus/COVID-19 outbreak. In his 
speech he focused on the following items: 
 

• “At this time, the State of Illinois is not recommending that school be cancelled. 
While schools will remain open, local jurisdictions should develop their own local 
guidance.” 
- Based on this information, SPS will remain on its regular school calendar and 

schedule until further notice.  
 

- Since the “local jurisdiction” for SPS is the Whiteside County Health 
Department, please know that we will continue to be in daily contact with 
them.    

 
• “The State of Illinois recommends schools do not hold large assemblies, including 

sports with spectators exceeding 250 people.”  
- Based on this information, Sterling Public Schools has made the decision to 

immediately postpone all its afterschool and weekend events until at least 
Monday, March 23rd.  
 

- Specifically, this includes the cancellation of all games for our middle school 
and high school sports teams, Jefferson Elementary’s Family Fun Night, and 
the SSF’s hosting of the Jersey Tenors.  

 
CDC’s Update 
Yesterday, Superintendents from around the State of Illinois met with the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) regarding its most up-to-date guidance for 
schools.  



• You can find this latest CDC guidance at https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-
ncov/community/schools-childcare/guidance-for-schools.html. 
- Based on this information, I am proud to say that our district is currently 

doing everything the CDC is requiring and recommending. As a result, SPS 
will not be making any new necessary changes.   

 
 
 


