
Graduated: 2008
Attended: Pinewood Elementary, Quil 
Ceda Tulalip Elementary, 10th Street 
Middle School, Marysville-Pilchuck High 
School
Current Job: Family Support Provider 
for the Marysville School District’s Early 
Childhood Education and Assistance 
Program (ECEAP)

Where did your path lead you after graduation?
After graduating from Marysville-Pilchuck, I attended Pacific 
Lutheran University (PLU) in Tacoma with a Bachelor in Social 
Work and a minor in Women and Gender Studies. After 
graduating from PLU, I began working as a case manager with 
Volunteers of America (VOA) Housing and Transitional Services. 
In that role I worked with at-risk and homeless individuals and 
families to address and resolve issues and obstacles to securing 
stable housing, and helped them identify and develop strengths 
and skills for future self-sufficiency. After two years with VOA, 
I began working as an advocate specialist with Providence 
Intervention Center for Assault and Abuse, a partner agency 
housed at Dawson Place Child Advocacy Center.  While there I 
provided advocacy services, support, information and referrals for 
sexual assault victims and survivors.

What are you doing now?
Currently, I am working as a Family Support Provider for the 
Marysville School District’s Early Childhood Education and 
Assistance Program (ECEAP) where I work to provide support, 
coordinate services, and link students and their families to various 
community resources, agencies, and professionals.  I am also 
in the process of obtaining my Masters in Social Work (MSW) 
through the University of Southern California.

Describe an achievement that brings you pride.
I feel honored to be employed by the Marysville School District 
and have the opportunity to give back to my community - a 
community that so graciously supported me.  

What is one memorable moment from your school days?
I appreciate all of the extra-curricular and leadership 
opportunities, from sports to senior cabinet that I was blessed to 
be able to participate in.  Each of these experiences provided me 
with various skills in leadership and communication, that have 
helped me post high-school.

How did Marysville schools help prepare you for life?
Marysville schools helped prepare me for life by providing me 
with some of the most amazing teachers and support staff, many 
of whom I am still in contact with today.  My teachers truly did 
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believe in me and supported me.  I am beyond thankful for their 
loving guidance and owe much of my success to their support.  
To those teachers (you know who you are), thank you!

What is one thing you would change about your school 
experience?
I wish I wouldn’t have been in such a rush to “grow-up” and would 
have taken more time to soak in and enjoy all of the little high 
school experiences.  Time really does fly by!

What is one life lesson you’ve learned that you would like to 
share with others?
Life is far too short to worry about what others think of you.  
Make yourself proud and in turn, your family, your friends, and 
your community will be proud of you!  Don’t be too hard on 
yourself; your happiness and health always come first.

Are YOU a Homegrown Hero? 
Do you know one?
Every day, staff and administration hear about Marysville 
School District alumni doing great things locally and across 
the world. From serving in the Foreign Service or creating 
a microfinance program to help developing countries, to 
working on a county initiative or starting up a local non-profit, 
former Marysville students are doing some amazing things!

The Homegrown Heroes project seeks to highlight 
Marysville School District alumni and their achievements - 
both large and small. Learn more at www.msd25.org/heroes 

NOTE: If you know a fantastic Marysville grad that should 
be recognized, contact Emily Wicks at Emily_Wicks@msd25.
org with their contact name, email and phone number and 
we’ll get in touch! 




