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Graduation Requirements 
 

I. Introduction 
 
To graduate from the Cromwell Public Schools a student must have earned a minimum of 22 
credits and must have met the credit distribution requirement.  Beginning with the class of 
2004, each student must earn .5 credits in Civics as part of the 1.0 credit in Social Studies.  
Beginning with the class of 2006, students must also meet three performance standards:  
writing, science, and mathematics.  The district performance standard in science will be 
implemented in the 2006-2007 school year.   
 

II. Credit Distribution Requirement 
The following credits must be included: 

• English   4 credits 
• Mathematics   3 credits 
• Science   3 credits 
• Social Studies  3 credits (includes .5 in Civics) 
• Physical Education  1 credit 
• Technology Education .5 credit 
• Fine Arts/Voc. Ed.  1 credit 
• Contemporary Issues  1 credit 

for Adolescents (Health) 
• Electives   5.5 credits (or more) 

 
Credits 
 
One-half credit is given for courses that complete work in one semester.  If physical 
education is not taken because of medical excuse, another subject may be substituted. 

        
Only courses taken in grades nine through twelve, inclusive, shall satisfy this graduation 
requirement except that a student may be granted credit for the successful completion of 
coursework at an institution accredited by the Department of Higher Education or regionally 
accredited.  One three-credit semester course, or its equivalent shall equal one-half high 
school credit.  A student may also be granted credit toward meeting a specified course 
requirement in grade seven or eight of any course, the primary focus of which corresponds 
directly to the subject matter of a specified course requirement in grades nine to twelve, 
inclusive. 
 
The above two exceptions to earning credits at other than grades 9 through 12, are 
discretionary, not mandated.  A board of education may allow, as above an unlimited number 
of credits to be earned prior to high school or at a higher institution of learning.  A board 
could also place limits on the number to be so earned or, as at present, require all credits 
needed for high school graduation to be earned in grades 9-12 inclusive. 
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III. District Performance Standards 
Beginning with the class of 2006, students may meet the performance standard in either of the 
following ways: 

 
A. Achieving a score within the Advanced, Goal, or Proficient range on the Connecticut 

Academic Performance Test on the Response to Literature or on the Interdisciplinary 
portion of the test, Science, and Math. 

or 
 

B. Satisfactorily completing a district performance task in Writing, Math, and Science. 
 

and 
 

C. Students must also fulfill 30 community service hours. 
 

            
IV. District Performance Tasks        

 
A. Writing 

A student who has not achieved a score within the Advanced, Goal, or Proficient 
range on the Connecticut Academic Performance Test by the end of the junior year 
shall, in the senior year, respond satisfactorily to a literature-based or non-fiction based 
question in writing that is focused, organized, elaborated, and edited for standard 
English conventions.  The question is modeled after the C.A.P.T. response to literature 
question or interdisciplinary writing question. 
 

B. Math 
A student who has not achieved a score within the Advanced, Goal, or Proficient 
range on the Connecticut Academic Performance Test will, within the content of the 
course in which the student is enrolled, satisfactorily complete a multi-step 
mathematical problem, which requires demonstration of basic math operations, 
including fractions or decimals.  The student will be provided with any required 
formulas and may use a calculator in completing the task.  The student shall also 
explain in writing either how he/she arrived at each answer or justify each answer in 
writing. 
 

C. Science 
A student who has not achieved a score within the Advanced, Goal, or Proficient 
range on the Connecticut Academic Performance Test by the end of junior year, shall 
in the senior year satisfactorily complete the following requirements; A semester long 
independent study or science course that meets the standards aligned with the CT state 
frameworks.   The student will define a problem, create an experimental design, and 
perform an experiment.  The student will collect, analyze, and draw conclusions based 
on data.  The student will write a formal laboratory report based upon the CHS lab 
report guidelines.  
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V.  Demonstrations 

 
Students may demonstrate proficiency in meeting the district performance standard if they have: 
 

A. Achieved a score within the Advanced, Goal, or Proficient range on a related section 
of the Connecticut Academic Performance Test, either Response to Literature or 
Interdisciplinary Subjects; or  

 
B. Achieved a score within the Advanced, Goal, or Proficient range on the Mathematics 

section of the Connecticut Academic Performance Test; or  
 

C. Achieved a score within the Advanced, Goal, or Proficient range on the Science section 
of the Connecticut Academic Performance Test; or 

 
D. Achieved a score equivalent to the national average on the SAT II in mathematics and/or 

writing or science. 
 

E. Achieved an annually designated score on the mathematics section of the SAT I.  
 

 
VI. Exemptions 

    Students will be exempt from the district performance standard if they have: 
 

A.  Transferred:  If a student transfers into the Cromwell Public Schools after completing at 
least three years in a high school in another district, he/she may be exempted from 
Cromwell’s performance standards requirement for graduation with permission of the high 
school principal. 

 
B. Special Education Needs:  Students with special education needs may be exempt from 

district performance standards for graduation as described in this policy if so indicated in 
his/her Individual Education Plan 

 
C. English as a Second Language:  Students of English as a Second Language may be 

exempt from district performance standards for graduation as stipulated by state law or 
the Connecticut State Department of Education. 
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VII.  Implementation 

 
A. Students will have a total of five opportunities over the course of their junior and senior 

years to achieve the performance standard. 
 

B. Students who have not satisfactorily demonstrated the district’s performance standard in 
writing, or who do not qualify for an exemption by the end of the junior year, will be 
required to participate in a writing program approved by the principal. 

 
C. Students who have not satisfactorily demonstrated the district’s performance standard in 

mathematics, or who do not qualify for an exemption, will be required to take a 
mathematics course in the senior year. (Specific course will be determined upon 
individual student performance needs.) 

 
D. Students who have not satisfactorily demonstrated the district’s performance standard in 

science or who do not qualify for an exemption, will be required to take a science course 
in the senior year.  (Specific course will be determined upon individual student 
performance needs.) 

 
VIII. Notification 

 
A. Of teachers:  At the beginning of each school year, the Guidance Department will 

provide to teachers (in subject areas with required performance tasks) a list of all seniors 
who have not met a standardized test goal in their areas.  Teachers will be notified of the 
junior Connecticut Academic Performance Test scores upon their receipt at the school. 

 
B. Of students:  The Guidance Department will write to juniors who do not meet the 

Connecticut Academic Performance Test goal to remind them of the performance 
standard requirements for graduation.  At the beginning of the school year, each senior 
shall be notified by his/her guidance counselor of his/her status relative to meeting the 
performance standards for graduation. 

 
C. Of parents:  At the beginning of each school year, the Guidance Department will also 

notify in writing the parents of juniors and seniors who have not met the performance 
standard goal in any area and thus must pass one or more of the district performance 
tasks. 

 
D. All notifications will include a description of opportunities for additional assistance. 

 
 

 
IX. Options if Requirements are Not Met 

Seniors who are not eligible for graduation with their class due to a failure to meet the 
district graduation requirement, as per policy, in one or more areas as described above, 
may select one of the following options: 
 A. Return in September as a full time fifth year student 

B. Achieve a grade of “C” or better in a summer school course as approved by 
the principal.   
C. Achieve a grade of “C” or better in courses to be designated and approved by 
the principal through the Middlesex Adult Education Program or online 
accredited high school or college and pass the assessment. 
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      X.  Awards of High School Diplomas 
  

Students who complete all graduation requirements shall receive a diploma at the June 
commencement.  Individuals also may satisfy graduation requirements by the satisfactory 
completion of the following: 

 
A.  Successful completion of a summer course or summer courses comparable (as 

determined by the principal) to the subject(s) in which the student was deficient. 
 

Or 
 
B. Honorable discharge from the United States Armed Forces after a minimum of ninety 

days of active service during World War II for individuals who withdrew from school to 
join the Armed Forces. 
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