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Memo:   Portage County School Districts           

Date:      March 11, 2020 

From:    Portage County Combined General Health District  

 
 
Evidence shows that the hardest hit populations with COVID-19 is the elderly (60 and older) and those 

with compromised immune systems. In keeping with advice and recommendations regarding COVID-19 

from Governor DeWine on March 10, 2020 and the Ohio Department of Health, the Portage County 

Health District is recommending all K-12 schools to remain open at this time. Guidance from Governor 

DeWine recommends that indoor sport competitions be held without spectators. Therefore, athletes, 

parents, sporting officials, and media should be the only people in attendance.  

 

As of March 11, 2020, Governor DeWine has issued an executive order banning large gatherings. For the 

safety of students, families, and the community, some school events will be postponed or canceled.  

 

It is important to understand that Ohio, as of March 11th, has four confirmed cases of COVID-19. Three 

are in Cuyahoga County and one in Stark County. This is a rapidly evolving situation, and one which we 

are continuously monitoring.  

 

As coverage of the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) outbreak in China and throughout the world, including the 

U.S., has become more prevalent, please know that, as we do in all health-related cases, we are working closely 

with all local school districts, providing guidance from the Ohio Department of Health (ODH) and the Centers 

for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC).  

 

COVID-19 is a respiratory disease that can result in serious illness or death, caused by the SARS-CoV-2 virus, 

which is a new strain of coronavirus that had not been previously identified in humans. The 2019 novel strain 

causing the current outbreak is a new one and has a more severe impact in terms of respiratory illness; initial 

symptoms include fever, cough, and difficulty breathing. The CDC is still studying how the virus is transmitted, 

though at this point it is believed to spread via respiratory droplets (like the flu). Children, adolescents, and 

healthy adults are not considered to be at increased risk for severe illness of COVID 19; older adults and those 

with underlying medical conditions are more likely to require hospitalization. 

 

CDC continues to recommend Americans use typical infectious disease precautions, just as those used to 

prevent cold or flu: 

• Wash hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds. Use an alcohol-based hand 

sanitizer if soap and water are not available. 

• Avoid touching your mouth, nose, or eyes with unwashed hands.  

• Cover coughs/sneezes with a tissue, then throw the tissue in the trash. 

• Avoid contact with people who are sick. 

• Stay home if you are ill. 

• Clean and disinfect all “high-touch” objects and surfaces every day.  
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For general questions about COVID-19, call the Ohio Department of Health call center at 1-833-4-ASK-ODH. 

The call center is open 7 days a week from 9:00am-8:00pm.  

 

Additional information on the Coronavirus, including resources for health care workers, community and faith-

based organizations, etc. can be found on the Portage County Health District website at www.portagehealth.net, 

the Ohio Department of Health website at: https://odh.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/odh/home and the Centers for 

Disease Control and Prevention website at  https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/index.html.  
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