
 

March 12, 2020  
 
Dear Morris #54 School Community, 
 
We are committed to the health and safety of our Morris Elementary School District #54 
community, and place the highest priority on communicating to you, especially during uncertain 
times.  Yesterday, the World Health Organization declared the coronavirus or COVID-19 a 
pandemic.  District 54 continues to monitor the current status of COVID-19, and district leadership 
is working closely with the Grundy County Health Department and other health officials, the City 
of Morris, and local law enforcement agencies.  We are also interacting with and taking direction 
from the Illinois Department of Public Health (IDPH) and the Illinois State Board of Education 
(ISBE), while reviewing the information being updated daily from the Centers for Disease Control 
(CDC).  
 
I am writing in an effort to keep you updated on school/community-related matters associated with 
Coronavirus (COVID-19); to provide some clarity and relevant information, and bring a sense of 
calmness to the current situation that is occurring locally, nationally and internationally.  As of the 
writing of this email, Illinois has 25 confirmed cases of COVID-19, yet none have been confirmed 
in Grundy County.  
 
As the COVID-19 confirmed cases are likely to continue to grow across the counties in Illinois, 
please be assured that District 54 will continue our efforts to be proactive in our planning, 
preparation and communication to all of our stakeholders.  District 54 is working diligently to 
ensure all of our schools stay equipped with hand-sanitizers, and to keep all of the hand-washing 
dispensers full.   Additionally, our custodial and maintenance staff is working tirelessly to keep our 
facilities at a high-level of cleanliness; during the day, in the evenings, and performing increased 
cleaning of the schools on the weekends.  
 
We are requesting all school community families participate in filling out this form 
https://forms.gle/n9mHGowtMWRy6MCf8 who plan on traveling out of the area over spring 
break or in the near future.  This information will help the district be prepared if additional areas 
are put under travel advisories in the upcoming days/weeks. If you are planning to travel abroad, 
please reference the CDC travelers’ recommendations at this link: https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/travel/.  
  
As you and your family assess and prepare for any spring break travel plans, please be aware of the 
federal guidelines the District is following regarding travel advisories: 
 

● Any individual returning from a location with sustained widespread transmission (Travel 
Warning Level 3), should not attend school for 14 days after the return date.  We will also 
be monitoring travel of people in countries with Warning Level 2.  Please note that these 
warnings are changing hourly and we will be following the guidance provided on this site. 

● Note: absences for this purpose will be excused. 
 

https://forms.gle/n9mHGowtMWRy6MCf8
https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/travel/


To most effectively protect the health of our students and staff, we are working very hard to be 
prepared in the event COVID-19 has a more direct impact on our local community, and should a 
future decision be made to close schools in District 54.  With the use of both online and 
traditional/non-technology educational resources across all grade level spans, we are confident that 
we will successfully support our students with any school closing as a result of COVID-19.  
 
We are recommending that all families be prepared by having alternate childcare plans or talking 
with their employers about work from home options in the event that you or your child are home for 
an extended period of time or if there is a school closing. This foundational work, combined with 
new and more intense efforts will put District 54 in the best possible position for continued learning 
should we need to close schools.  
 
If district officials become aware of a confirmed case of COVID-19 in Grundy County and/or have 
a District 54 staff or student impacted, we will work closely with the identified local health officials 
and organizations to ensure information and directions are appropriately communicated to our 
school community.  
 
Please be reminded that according to the CDC, for the majority of people, the immediate risk of 
being exposed to the virus that causes COVID-19 is considered low.   However, we ask that you 
continue to take “everyday preventive actions” to prevent the spread of illness - remember the 
"3 C's"…Clean, Cover, Contain: 
 
Clean 

● Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds. 
● Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth. 
● Clean and disinfect frequently touched surfaces and objects. 

Cover 
● Cover cough or sneeze with a tissue, then throw the tissue in the trash. 
● If no tissue is available, cough or sneeze into your upper sleeve, not your hands. 

Contain 
● Stay home when you are sick, except to get medical care. 
● Avoid close contact with people who are sick. 

 
As a Morris resident, parent of a Morris High School student, and Superintendent of Schools, I am 
confident that all those making up our school community will come together and work in unity to 
support any challenges we may experience as individuals or as a collective group.  Our strength will 
come through the genuine kindness, care and support we provide each other. We will continue to 
communicate with you as information becomes available and post updates at www.morris54.org. 
Thank you for your partnership as we work together to keep our school community healthy and 
safe. 
 
Do not hesitate to reach out should you have any questions or concerns at (815)942-0056. 
 
Dr. Shannon Dudek, Superintendent of Schools   

 

http://www.morris54.org/

