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IMPORTANT DATES 
Tuesday, March 17th - Early Release Day (No AMK) 

Thursday, March 26th - Spirit Day (Book Character Day) 
Friday, March 27th - No School 

 
Dear Families, 
Thank you to all who have scheduled your parent/teacher conferences.  It’s 
been a busy afternoon at Memorial and we’re looking forward to speaking 
with all of you. 
 
Yesterday afternoon, the Memorial Playground Committee made up of 
parents and staff members met officially for the first time to talk about the 
possibility of getting a new playground for the Memorial School.  As many of 
you may know, the playground is over 10 years old and many areas often 
need to be “closed” due to flooding, mud, ice, etc…  We are hoping to be able to 
build a new, updated, and accessible playground for the Memorial students 
and community. The Committee is exploring different layouts and surfaces 
following a visit to one of the new playgrounds in a nearby town.  We will also 
be looking at various funding sources and will be working with the PTO to 
fundraise.  We are all very excited about this possibility and look forward to 
updating you as plans are finalized. If you are interested in becoming involved 

http://www.medfield.net/o/medfield-public-schools/browse/80448


in the fundraising efforts, please contact me at 
mbilsborough@email.medfield.net. Thank you! 
 
This week’s weather has made for outstanding opportunities to get the kids 
outside and moving.  It was so wonderful to watch the kids play and run this 
week without all the winter gear that usually accompanies this time of year.  
 

 
 
 

Schools are supposed to be a place where all students can learn. They 
need to be a place where students can explore who they are and find 
their strengths and work on their weaknesses. All groups should be 
accepted so that they can flourish and become contributing members of 
society. - Peter DeWitt 
 

Please join us for an introductory parent/community presentation and discussion with 
Colby Swettberg (see bio below) and Blake educators as we discuss how to best foster a safe 
learning environment for our community, specifically our LGBTQ+ youth and families.  As 
outlined below, this event will lay the foundation for our upcoming work we will be doing 
with our students, staff, and the greater community to assure an inclusive atmosphere of 
respect, acceptance, and understanding.  It is an opportunity for parents and community 
members to learn more about this endeavor and get answers to questions that exist.  The 
evening will include... 

● Sharing of vocabulary, terminology, and legal updates/implications for schools 
● Panel discussion of educators, parents, and mental health providers 

mailto:mbilsborough@email.medfield.net


● Outline future programming for Blake students (see timeline below) 
● Question and answer forum 

See links below to read more information about the evening and to RSVP for this event… 
Safe and Inclusive Learning Environment Evening 3/16/20 - Blake Communication 
RSVP - Safe and Inclusive Learning Environment Parent/Community Evening (3/16/20) 
** Colby Swettberg's Bio... 
Colby Swettberg (they/them) earned a Masters degree in Education at Harvard's Graduate 
School of Education with a focus on LGBTQ issues. Colby is a former high school English 
teacher who started the first gay-straight alliance in the district where Swettberg taught. 
Colby later went on to help start Waltham House, the first co-ed group home for LGBTQ 
youth in the country. The Massachusetts Department of Children & Families hired Colby 
and a team of trainers to conduct LGBTQ sensitivity training for over two thousand social 
workers in the Commonwealth.  This training initiative set a national precedent which 
Colby has helped other states to replicate. As Colby’s professional focus gravitated toward 
child welfare, Swettberg returned to graduate school to complete a Master of Social Work 
and has continued to work with systems involving young people for nearly 20 years. 
 
 
 

SPIRIT DAY 
 

Spirit Day is Thursday, March 26th!  
Dress like your favorite book 

character! 
 

 
 

 
Lost and Found 
When visiting Memorial School, please check the lost & 
found bin, located in the main office.  It is filling up with 
sweatshirts, hats, gloves, water bottles, etc.  Labeled items 
are returned to students, so don’t forget to label your  
child’s belongings. 
 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1JySqejnOQ3pzIA5O7lnc_Hd9RYMVaZ265cWlCzq7ajw/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScC-oW2AGwtEjw-BDJy-PTvN6TFumqvS15C10D2_XUDJV9S7g/viewform


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Medfield SEPAC is excited to host a "No Sibling Left Behind Educational 
Workshop," on Tuesday March 24th at 7pm in the Blake Middle School 
Library.  This workshop will be presented by The Massachusetts Sibling 

Support Network and is geared for siblings, parents and professionals and will 
discuss the overall sibling experience, strategies to support siblings with a 

brother/sister with disabilities and current trends in research. Please RSVP at 
decoste.jennifer@gmail.com. We hope to see you there!  

 



 
Miss Amazing - Save the date!  

Massachusetts Miss Amazing is coming to Medfield 
High School for its sixth annual event! Miss Amazing’s 

mission statement declares that “Miss Amazing provides 
opportunities for girls and women with disabilities to build 
confidence and self-esteem in a supportive environment.” 
Join us in supporting this goal and give these girls and 

young women an opportunity to shine. The event is March 
30th, 2019 and will be held in the Medfield High School Auditorium at 6 PM. 

Ticket sales are open to the public beginning on March 16th at 
ma.missamazing.org. If you want to donate, visit 

https://missamazing.org/donate/. If you want to volunteer with the event, you 
can sign up to be a buddy, half day volunteer (helping hand), or a right hand 

man online at https://missamazing.org/volunteer/. If you know a girl or young 
woman who might want to participate in this event, refer them to the Miss 

Amazing website so they can learn more! Sign up a participant at 
https://missamazing.org/participate/. See you there!  

 

A MESSAGE FROM MEMORIAL PTO… 
 

IMPORTANT UPDATE ON THE WINTER CARNIVAL: The Winter Carnival is 
going virtual this year! Due to continued concerns over COVID-19, the Winter Carnival 
committee has decided to cancel the event, scheduled for Saturday, March 14 and will 
be replaced with an online auction, coming later this week. All the same amazing items 
normally available to bid on in the Memorial Library, plus a few fun additions from our 
Medfield Madness booth, will now be available online!  
 
The Carnival has historically been our biggest fundraiser for our K-5 schools, last year 
raising around $60,000 which helps fund school initiatives and activities.  While we've 
made the difficult decision to cancel the event out of an abundance of caution, we don't 
want to lose our ability to fund initiatives in the future, so please consider participating in 
the online auction or act now by making a donation through Venmo 
(@medfieldwintercarnival1)!  
 

http://ma.missamazing.org/
http://ma.missamazing.org/
https://missamazing.org/donate/
https://missamazing.org/donate/
https://missamazing.org/volunteer/
https://missamazing.org/volunteer/
https://missamazing.org/participate/
https://missamazing.org/participate/


If you are a Family Sponsor or pre-purchased tickets and would like to be refunded, 
please contact Beth Rumul (elizabethrumul@gmail.com). 
If you have any questions, please contact Jodi Bills (jodibills30@yahoo.com) or Nesse 
McCabe (nesse624@gmail.com).  
 
We want to thank you for your support and understanding. Stay tuned for more auction 
details!  
 
Sincerely,  
Jodi Bills and Nesse McCabe 
Winter Carnival Co-Presidents  

 
PTO DUES: New this year: pay your dues through PayPal! 
Dues make it possible for the PTO to operate and cover academic enrichment, 
classroom celebrations, field days, teacher appreciation activities and other school/class 
needs.  Our suggested amount is $30 per student.  Dues are dispersed evenly to our 
K-8 schools based on the number of students in the school.  Therefore, you may submit 
your dues in one payment even if you have multiple children at different schools.  Visit 
medfieldk8pto.com to pay your dues via PayPal or send a check to:  

Medfield K-8 PTO  
PO Box 387 
Medfield, MA 02052 

 
 
 

ONGOING FUNDRAISERS: 
Get your Medfield Warrior signs, 
coasters, trays, etc! Rustic Marlin 
Designs has designed a line of 
wood-based Medfield Warrior products 
(signs, coasters, flags, trays, blocks, etc.) 
for Be Charmed, located at 70 North 
Street.  75% of the profits from the sale 
of the Warrior line will go to both the PTO and MCPE! It’s a great way to get Warrior 
merchandise while supporting a new local shop and raising money for our schools! GET 
YOURS TODAY! 
 
Bay State Textiles 



An easy fundraiser that generates $100 per ton on textiles collected for the Medfield K-8 
PTO, saves the town money on disposal fees and helps the environment! 
This is what you do:  

Gather the items you were planning on throwing away or donating 

Put them in a bag 

Deliver the bags to one of the textile donation boxes located outside each school, 
the transfer station or Hinkley Pond. 

  
Don’t forget to invite your family, friends, & neighbors to participate! 
  
Bay State Textiles will accept all CLEAN & DRY clothing, shoes, pocketbooks, linens, 
stuffed animals and accessories.  Visit baystatetextiles.com for a detailed list of items. 
 
 

 
DON’T MISS OUR UPDATES THROUGHOUT THE WEEK 
Like us on Facebook: Medfield K-8 PTO, follow us on Twitter 
@MedfieldK8PTO And for more information and calendar of 
events, please check out our website medfieldk8pto.com 
and email medfieldk8pto@gmail.com with any questions. 

http://www.baystatetextiles.com/
https://www.facebook.com/medfieldk8pto/
https://twitter.com/MedfieldK8PTO
http://www.medfieldk8pto.com/

