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Lifetime Achievement Award
This year's recipient of Itasca Chamber of Commerce's Lifetime Achievement
Award is well deserving of this award. First of all, she is a woman of true character. She sets examples of a model wife and mother and most of all a friend that all
should follow. Whenever you need her, she is there no matter what time of the

day or night. Whether she is your good friend, acquaintance or true stranger, she
will answer and be a good citizen and help those in need.
She is truly a hard example to follow, but one anyone should be proud of following. You don't always see her picture in the paper or mentioned for the good
things she has done, but you know when she has been there.
For all her contributions to the city and citizens of Itasca, she never brags or wants any recognition. Her selfsatisfaction comes from helping others. Although I can not name every committee she has served on or every organizational citizen she has helped, I can say that every committee or organization she is willingly helped because
she felt it would benefit the town of Itasca and make it a better place. Whatever she is doing, if there is someone in
need, you can count on her to answer.
Even through work, volunteering and helping others, this woman has always known her priorities and kept
them intact. Her first loves are her husband, two children and numerous grandchildren. While helping others has
always been a passion, her true passion is family.
This year's recipient is a graduate of Itasca High School and has worked right here in this “Big Little Town ''
for thirty-five years.
As a lover of John Wayne quotes, I think this quote sums it up, “I suppose my best attribute if you want to call
it that, is sincerity. I can sell sincerity because that's the way I am.”
She is definitely sincere!
It is with great pleasure that I present this year's Itasca Chamber of Commerce Lifetime Achievement Award
to Mrs. Debbie Cole!

Pictured: (L to R) Debbie Cole and Presenter Kendra Markwardt
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Churches of Itasca
Bethlehem Missionary Baptist W. Spurgeon
687-2800
Central Baptist Church
401 E. Monroe
687-2343
Church of Christ
303 E Monroe
687-2774
Community Church of Itasca
First Presbyterian Church 106 N. Lamar
687-2243
First United Methodist
Main & King St. 687-2475
House of Faith of Itasca
129 W. Main Street
Loveview Baptist Church
FM 2959 East of I-35
Second Baptist Church
120 W. Marrion
687-9134
St. John Missionary Baptist 506 S. Weaver
687-2821
3rd Day Worship Center
107 E. Adams 214 564-2185
Itasca Nursing Home
Sunday - 10:00 a.m.
Everyone Welcome
Monday Evening 6:00 p.m.

Central Baptist Church
401 E. Monroe St.
website - itascacbc.org
Pastor: Matt Dugan 254-687-2343
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First Presbyterian Church
106 N. Lamar - 254-687-2243
We’re on Facebook!
Pastor: Diane Barnes
Sundays - 9:30-10:00 Fellowship in Barton Hall
10 - 10:45 am Sunday School 11 a.m. - Worship Service
Bible Study – Sunday at 4 p.m.
Tuesday & Thursday – 9:30 a.m. Exercise Class
“We are here to know God and to make God known.”

Community Church of Itasca
Community Church of Itasca invites you to join our service and fellowship Sunday mornings. Services are held at
109 N. Wall St., Itasca . We invite you to join our family
and grow in Christ with us.
Community Church Service

Sunday School 10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Awana & Youth
Wednesday Adult Bible Study @ Diaz

Worship 11:00 a.m.
6:45 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

First United Methodist Church
401 E. Main St, Itasca, TX 254-687-2650
E-mail: itascaumc@att.net
Re-Think Church
Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors
Sunday School 9:00 a.m.—Worship 10:30 a.m.
Pastor: Tom Wood

Ministers - Everyone

Itasca Church of Christ
303 E. Monroe 254-687-2774
254-687-2858
God’s plan for saving man
Hear the word of God . . .
Romans 10:17
Believe . . .
Hebrews 11:6
Repent . . .
Acts 17:30
Confess
Matt. 10:32
Baptism . . .
Acts 2:38
Remain Faithful . . .
Rev. 2:10

Sunday 9:45 a.m. 10:45 a.m. & 5:00 p.m.
Wednesday evening 6:00 p.m.

Second Missionary Baptist Church
120 W. Marrion St. Itasca, TX., 76055
Rev. George Demmerritte Jr. (Pastor)
Sunday School 10:00 a.m. Worship 11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study 5:30 p.m.

10:00 a.m.

House of Faith of Itasca
Pastor: Philip Burch
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Worship 11:00 a.m.
Everyone Welcome!

Third Day Worship Center
Invites you to fellowship every Sunday @ 10:30 a.m.
September 5, will start new time of prayer 6 p.m.-7 p.m.
We start our new family night for the whole family.
Starting new Bible study for the family.
Wednesday is youth night at the youth center building.
Come join us to learn more about what the Bible says.
*Ministerial meetings are held at Third Day

Ministerial Alliance of Itasca
The Ministerial Alliance is a group of Itasca local
pastors and leaders who desire to share the gospel and
love of Jesus Christ in our community. We would be
excited to have you join us! Please consider being a part
at our next meeting. We meet every second Saturday at
10 a.m. at Third Day.
Itasca Zoning Committee Meeting
2nd Monday of Month 6:00 p.m.
Itasca City Council Meeting
3rd Monday of Month 6:00 p.m.
Itasca ISD School Board Meeting
2nd Monday of Month 7:00 p.m.
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Author Emily (Offutt) Newby is an Itasca native. She went
to school in the Itasca School District from Pre-K until
graduating in 2012. Emily then graduated in 2014 from
Hill College, and later from Tarleton State University in
2017. For 3 years, she has been teaching in Lingleville, Tx.
After tragedy struck in the form of losing 2 best friends
in a car accident, Emily along with her friends had to try
to find their way through the grieving process. The group
soon found that not everyone follows the same pathway.
While going through the process, Emily and co-author Alexandria Smith noticed a need for children’s books that
dealt with grieving, whether it be a friend or family member. The two authors, along with Illustrator Jessica (Zint)
Perry, also an Itasca native- graduating class of 2013,
worked together to
make the newly published children’s book
“The Circle: Learning About Grief” as a
talking point between
kids and their parents. Not everyone
grieves the same way,
but they should know
that they are not
alone.
The book is available for purchase on
Amazon.
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On behalf of R.E. Lee Masonic Lodge #449 of
Itasca, TX, Superintendent Mark Parsons presented the Itasca Elementary first graders with dental
hygiene kits as part of the annual Fantastic Teeth
Fan Club program. Each year local masonic lodges
from around the state donate free kits to promote
healthy hygiene habits at an early age. Kits include toothbrushes, toothpaste, dental floss, timer,
healthy tips activity sheets, stickers, and more.

The Itasca Ministerial Alliance met on February 1, 2020 at Third Day Worship Center. Those attending were:
Mrs. Guy, Bethlehem Baptist; Rose Handy, Third Day; Karon Farquhar, Presbyterian; and Diane Barnes, First
Presbyterian pastor. There was one guest: John Panting. The meeting was opened with prayer led by Mrs. Guy.
Since the Alliance did not meet in December or January, minutes of the November meeting were distributed.
Financial report showed that three citizens had been helped with bills and groceries had been purchased to be
given to families whose children were on the Angel Tree. The Thanksgiving Service offering was $550.00. Current balance of account is $1,075.54.
Under Old Business it was reported that the giving of Thanksgiving Boxes and the Thanksgiving Service were
great blessings to several Itascans.
Under New Business, John Panting of Edward Jones and an Itasca native, spoke to us about the possibility of
holding some financial seminars in Itasca and asked for our help in spreading the news of these seminars. A very
interesting and informative conversation led to our assurance of helping to promote this in any way we can.
We were also reminded of the Gideon Dinner and a letter was read from Texas A&M AgriLife Extension about
possible programs they can provide.
New schedules were distributed for leading worship at the Nursing Home and leading prayer at City Council.
Under church reports:
The First Presbyterian Church of Itasca sent money for Christmas gifts to an orphanage in India. A Christmas
Eve Service was held. An Ash Wednesday Service will probably be held.
Third Day will have a Ladies Day program on Feb. 21 at 6:30 and their youth will hold a Valentine Banquet on
Valentine’s Day.
Next meeting will be held on March 7. Meeting was closed with prayer led by Pastor Diane Barnes.

Diane Barnes, Secretary
Rose Handy, President
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Meet the Teacher:
Sara Sulak
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Meet the Teacher:
Gregory Gipson

Reporter: Linda & Alasyha

Reporter: Linda

Sara Rae Bowen
Sulak was born in
Del Rio, Texas.
Sara is married to
Brian Sulak and
has 2 kids named
Strone, 16 and
Sylee, 11. Sara
would describe
herself as rebel,
independent, and
loud. She is very
diverse. She can drive tractors and haul animals. Sara
went to college at Texas A&M for Ag Economies in
1999. Sara teaches math because “it's like a puzzle and
no one judges if my answer is right or wrong, it just is.”
Sara went to school at Del Rio High School and her extracurricular activities were rodeo team and cheerleading. Her cheer squad was the Texas NCA Champ.
Something that inspires Sara to teach is her relating to
students that think schools sucks and there's nothing
out there for them. Sara’s favorite book is the Harry
Potter Series. The advice Sara has for the students is
“Give everything you have now. You can't change the
past but you create your future , prove those wrong that
say you won't or think you can’t! Your whole future is
ahead and that's a lucky place to be.” Sara’s hobbies
include riding horses, exercise (running), and creating
jewelry. Sara says that if she wasn’t teaching she would
want to own a boot business; she’s owned one for 7
years, and it was her dream job. It just took time from
her family and a lot of sacrifice. Sara’s role model as a
child was Big Barrel Racers; that's all she wanted to do
and be. Now it is her dad. Sara has 3 dogs, 1 cat, 3 horses, ton of cows-but really one dog is “hers” named Lalaa Dogue de Bordeaux (french mastiff) and she LOVES
her! Sara has been teaching for 12 years. Before Itasca
she taught at Clifton for 2 years, Connally for 4 years,
and Hillsboro for 2 years. Sara chose to work at Itasca
high school because of Mrs. Middleton. Sara’s favorite
food is anything Mexican, spicy, salty, and sour. Sara’s
favorite quote is “Worrying does not empty tomorrow
of its troubles, it empties today of its strength”

The quirky, awkward, and fun loving Gregory Gipson
was born in Dallas,
Texas where he met
his spouse Ashley
Danielson. Gipson
went to UNT to
study history. He is
now going further
with his education
at Texas A&M
Commerce where he is pursuing his master's degree.
Gipson has been teaching for six years now. He is
currently teaching geography, government and economics at Itasca High. He chose to teach because he
thoroughly enjoys history and he wanted to prepare
people for college. Before coming to Itasca the first
time, Gipson taught at Carrollton, then he left and
taught at Prosper, and has now found his way back
to our big little town. Gipson likes Itasca because this
is the type of school and district he likes to teach in.
Gipson went to high school at Cedar Hill High.
During those good old days Gipson was involved in
marching band, choir, NHS and the history club. In
college, he was involved in ultimate Frisbee and racquetball.
In his free time, Gipson enjoys playing tennis,
traveling, catching up on movies and TV shows with
his wife, and spending time with friends. His current
role model is his best friend because he inspires him
because he is willing to take risks and bets on himself
in life. Gregory has been a teacher for 6 years. He
came from the school Carrollton. But, when he came
back to Itasca, he was at the school called Prosper.
He chose Itasca to teach at because this type of school
district and community is the only type he wants to
teach at. Gregory’s favorite food is salmon, sushi,
and his favorite drink is Clearly Canadian. Gregory’s favorite movie is The Lord of The Rings Trilogy.
Gregory’s favorite quote is “Years from now no one
will remember what a hexagon is. But you win state
and well, that goes on the water tower.” -Hank Hill.
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2019-2020 Lady Wampus Cat Softball Schedule
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2019-2020 ITASCA BOYS BASEBALL SCHEDULE
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Job Opportunity

The Depot will be open:

Itasca ISD Cafeteria

February 22 opens at 10am1pm, March 21 opens 10am1pm, April 25 opens 10am1pm and May 23 opens
10am-1am.

The Itasca ISD cafeteria is hiring for a sub positions.
If you are interested you can apply on line at

Clayton Kay Vaughan

itascaisd.org or in person at the Superintendents
office.

FUNERAL HOME & CREMATION

Graveside Service
INCLUDES CASKET

For ONLY $2,745.00




Removal from place of death, within a 35-mile radius.
Dressing, Casketing, Make-up & Hair
20 Ga. Steel, non-sealer, Casket, available in silver,
blue, white & brown
 1 hour viewing at funeral home, prior to Graveside
Service.
 Register Book, 50 Memorial Folders and 25 Thank
You Cards
 Transportation to Graveside in Hearse
 Arranging Opening and Closing of Grave Space
 Professional Service of Funeral Director and Staff
 Assistance with Obituary
 Filing Death Certificate
Does not include grave space, open & close fee, or concrete
box if required.
Other services also available at similar savings
254-687-2371

Did You Receive Your Water Bill
In The Mail?
Press Release

In Itasca, water bills are due on the 10th day of each
month unless the 10th falls on a weekend or holiday. Then,
it is due the next day that City Hall is open. After the 10th a
$20 late fee is added to the original bill.
If the bill and late fee are not paid before the 20th of the
month, service will be disconnected on the 20th and it will
cost the customer the original bill + $20 late fee + $50 reconnect fee to have service restarted. The reconnect fee of $50 is
charged during office hours (8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.) but after
4:30 p.m., the reconnect fee is $100.
If for some reason, you do not receive your bill in the
mail by the 3rd or 4th day of the month please call City Hall
(254-687-2201) and ask how much the bill is for that month.
If you do receive your bill in the mail, be sure to bring it
when you pay your bill or detach the small part of the bill
and include it in the envelope when you use the drop box.
Remember, whether you receive your bill in the mail or
not, it is still your responsibility to pay it on time.

Pop and Gran’s
Antique Shop
Pop & Grans is an antique shop located downtown
Grandview. They sell great antiques and fresh eggs.
If you have any question please call Pop & Gran’s
@ 817-666-5024 or visit their website @ popandgrans.com, you can also

email

them

at in-

fo@popandgrans.com
2nd CHANCE BREAKFAST
Itasca ISD cafeteria will give our
high school and
middle school
students a 2nd chance to eat
breakfast to help start their day!
High schoolthwill start on Monday Aug 26 from 8:40 to 8:47
students will have a chance to
grab breakfast items in their school between class.
We will have both senior and freshman commons
areas set up and ready to go!
Middle school Rd
will start the following week, Tuesday
September 3 from 8:40 to 8:47 in middle school
commons area!
How it works!!!
nd
2 Chance Breakfast will be the same just as if you
were getting breakfast in the cafeteria! So if you’re
running late, not quite ready to eat that early, need
a extra little something, whatever the case is, we will
bring breakfast to your school! Breakfast will be the
same as on the menu with a few additional ala cart
sale items i.e. fresh fruit, juice, milk, yogurt, cheese
stick, muffin, granola bar etc. All eligibility requirements that apply for meals served in the cafeteria,ndwill also apply for students who participate in
the 2 chance breakfast.

Page 8

February 14, 2020

Paw Print Press

Remember When…? “Columbus Johnson”

Columnist Carl Sweeney; Reprinted from Issue #9, 2010

Itasca has been blessed with many colorful characters over the years, not the
least of which was Columbus Johnson.
Columbus was born February 14, 1876 in Columbia, Texas near Houston. His
parents were Columbus Johnson, Sr. and Malinda. He came to Itasca in 1900 and
lived here until his death. He was married three times. His last wife died in 1955.
Columbus was always young for his age, he worked on the farm most of his
life. He said he had worked for Sam Slay, Jake Davis, Jim Bush, Charlie Roten
and others. He worked during the days of mules and horse and never learned to
operate a tractor. They came along late in his life anyways. He said, “I quit just
before the Farmall and John Deere.”
When he had gotten on in years, he moved to town. He had been doing barbecuing for several years, and in
town after he retired, he did much more. He had a small store next to his home on 307 E. Marion St. in Itasca. His
stock was limited to a few groceries, cold drinks, bread and candy.
In time, Columbus became well known in the area for his fine barbecue. We could smell the delicious aroma all
over town. His pit was filled with juicy steaks, ribs, briskets, sausage and chicken halves. He also had his own recipe for barbecue sauce, which was outstanding. With all that meat and the smell of hickory, oak and mesquite
burning, it was irresistible. The aroma alone drew customers from all over town.
There was another Johnson that was famous for its restaurant and good barbecue. That was Howard Johnson
Chain, but they did not measure up to our Columbus Johnson’s culinary efforts. Columbus, with his soft southern
drawl, gentle ways, philosophy about the “Old Timey Ways’ and “Old Timey Attitudes” about life would captivate anyone who came in contact with him. He always had visitors on what he called “Barbecue Day” just to visit
and listen to his views on things.
He always enjoyed Columbus Day on October 12 each year. He would tell his friends, “Well this is my day,
Columbus Day.” Also being born on Valentine’s day was great as he had fun with that also.
Columbus loved to fish and he often went to the Nolan River with Dr. Ritchey to “woim” fish as he called it. He
also fished from the bank and was afraid to go out in the water in Dr. Ritchey’s homemade boat. It seems that
Columbus went a couple of times with Itasca’s “Hickley” Fishing Club as a cook and also to fish.
I remember one time when we lived on the mountain, the Soil Conservation Service had built a lake on the
place and Columbus wanted to come out and fish. I hated to tell him no, but they didn’t want fishing to get out of
hand. I said, “Okay Columbus, you can fish, but watch out for alligators.”
“Alligators!” he exclaimed. “I don’t believes I want to go fishing there.”
I have felt guilty ever since about telling the old gentleman that. However, we were not plagued with fishermen
after that.
Columbus was a long time member of AME Methodist Church in Itasca. HE served as Deacon for a long time.
I remember the saying he used to say about religious beliefs and life in general.
“A man has got to do more than just act like he is following the rules,” he said. “Iffen he don’t believe, and he
ain’t right in the heart, he ain’t likely to go to heaven.”
Columbus had four children, Effie Kate, Columbus III, Ola Lee and Christian. Effie Kate lived in Fort Worth
at one time and the others were in Oakland, California. Columbus visited them out there several times over the
years.
Those of us who knew Columbus will remember his soft voice, down home Philosophy and gentle ways, but
probably equally as well as we will remember his wonderful barbecue.
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Leopard Lilly Designs

Mon-Wed 8:00 a.m. 5:30 p.m.

10533 FM 916, Grandview, Texas, 76050
940-390-6547

Thurs - Fri 8:00 a.m. 6:00 p.m.

817-797-3968

* Leopard Lilly is now able to sew patches on your letter jackets,
motorcycle vests, hats and more!
$6.50 per patch
7 day turnaround time, mail service available
Check out our Facebook page at:
Leopard Lilly Designs

Saturday 9:00 a.m. - 4:00
p.m.
Grocery, deli, and bakery with
an old town feel. Stroll in, look
Sunday
around, and savor a made to
CLOSED
order sandwich on fresh bread
102 West
in our quaint dining area.
Main Street,

Grandview Dental
Enhancing Smiles and Changing Lives

Kandace R. Collins, D.D.S.

P:817-866-2315

Family and Cosmetic Dentistry

F:817-866-2337

800 East Criner St.
Grandview, TX., 76050

www.grandviewdentist.com

KADDATZ AUCTIONEERING & FARM EQUIPMENT SALES
Appraisals, Liquidations & Hauling
New & Used Parts, Tires and Rims.
Hillsboro, TX 254-582-3000

Hair Cuts-Etc.

akaddatz@yahoo.com

Walk-Ins only

Order parts online

Open

kaddatzequipment.com TSX #6676

Tuesday- Friday 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.

House Cleaning Services
Houses & Apartments
Deep Cleaning - Move Out Cleaning
After Party One Time
Monthly, Biweekly or Weekly

Saturday 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Hwy. 171

Christina

Osceola, TX.

Hannah

254-687-9848

Leslie

Citizens State Bank

Judith Contreras

Checking, Savings, CD IRA

254-229-4275

Let us help you with all
your banking needs.
Itasca Branch
P.O. Box 126
201 E. Main Street
Itasca, Texas, 76055

Ph: 254-687-2305
Fax: 254-687-2755
www.citizensstatebanktx.com
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3 Things To Do for President Day
Visit a museum that has Black History Month exhibits or a museum focused on Black History.
Why not walk where the President(s) did/do? You may live nearby a Presidential birthplace or close
enough for a day trip to DC or Philadelphia where you can easily find museums, parks, libraries, and
more to visit. Watch a documentary that focuses on the civil rights movement.

Source: https://www.thecentsiblelife.com/25-cheap-family-activities-for-presidents-day-weekend/

