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Itasca Chamber of Commerce Youth of the Year

Pictured (L to R): Presenter Lazaro Villarreal, Gillan
Brackin, Weston Helms

Gillian Rose Brackin was born on November 4,
2001 to David & Martha Brackin. She began at Itasca
ISD in the Pre-K program and has attended school
“The Big Little Town” of Itasca ever since. For every
subject that was placed in front of Gillian she strove
to be an “A” student. She has overcome her social
shyness and has risen to be a person her friends and
other students have turned to for direction and guidance. Gillian’s leadership skills have allowed her to
accelerate in many activities including:
Senior Class President

Weston Helms bleeds black & gold; the colors of Itasca
High. He proudly served as the mascot: “Scratches” his freshman year. Then at the urging of his brother, Wyatt, he played
football his sophomore year. He focused more on FFA his final
two years of school. His list of accomplishments are:


Current President of FFA; previously the Reporter.



Leader and speaker for FCA– Fellowship Christian Athletes and Fields of Faith.



Varsity letterman in golf, cross country, track, and football.



He went to Regionals in Pole Vaulting, and was the State
Reserve Alternate in cross country.



He was Reserve Grand Champion 2 years in a row at the
Hill County Fair with Broiler Chickens.

Vice President of the National Honor Society
Vice President of the Itasca FFA chapter
Drum Major and Drill Sergeant for the Itasca
High School Marching Band

Gillian has experienced most of the sports Itasca
has to offer for girls, but she accelerated the most in
tennis. She and her tennis partner made it to regionals
last year. She is involved in FFA and has participated
in the Hill Country Fair for three years. She is currently working hard to ready the pig she will be showing this year at the fair.
When Gillian is not at school, she is working on her
other responsibilities. At her first job she gained real
world experience working as a waitress for the former
Cotton Exchange Cafe. Gillian is also an active member of Walnut Street Baptist Church in Hillsboro,
Texas. Here Gillian has used her vocal talents to sing
some of the Sunday Morning Specials in worship and
share her testimony with others.

The things Weston is known for are: his humor and his
character on and off the filed. He is a long time member of
Open Range Cowboy Church. Not many teens are comfortable
speaking in front of crowds, especially talking about their faith.
Weston didn’t hesitate when asked by his pastor to preach a
sermon to over 600 members of the congregation, which he did
for the first time at 12, and again at 14. He also would preach
at the nursing home his grandfather was in regularly. He enjoys performing in skits, plays, and even running the sound
and video controls. He enjoys riding horses, fishing, and spending time with his friends.
He loves his job at Producers CO-OP in Hillsboro, where,
after buying all that chicken feed from them, he applied for a
job! Weston is enrolled with San Angelo State University and
plans to become an Animal Nutritionist.
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Churches of Itasca
Bethlehem Missionary Baptist W. Spurgeon
687-2800
Central Baptist Church
401 E. Monroe
687-2343
Church of Christ
303 E Monroe
687-2774
Community Church of Itasca
First Presbyterian Church 106 N. Lamar
687-2243
First United Methodist
Main & King St. 687-2475
House of Faith of Itasca
129 W. Main Street
Loveview Baptist Church
FM 2959 East of I-35
Second Baptist Church
120 W. Marrion
687-9134
St. John Missionary Baptist 506 S. Weaver
687-2821
3rd Day Worship Center
107 E. Adams 214 564-2185
Itasca Nursing Home
Sunday - 10:00 a.m.
Everyone Welcome
Monday Evening 6:00 p.m.

Central Baptist Church
401 E. Monroe St.
website - itascacbc.org
Pastor: Matt Dugan 254-687-2343

Paw Print Press

First Presbyterian Church
106 N. Lamar - 254-687-2243
We’re on Facebook!
Pastor: Diane Barnes
Sundays - 9:30-10:00 Fellowship in Barton Hall
10 - 10:45 am Sunday School 11 a.m. - Worship Service
Bible Study – Sunday at 4 p.m.
Tuesday & Thursday – 9:30 a.m. Exercise Class
“We are here to know God and to make God known.”

Community Church of Itasca
Community Church of Itasca invites you to join our service and fellowship Sunday mornings. Services are held at
109 N. Wall St., Itasca . We invite you to join our family
and grow in Christ with us.
Community Church Service

Sunday School 10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Awana & Youth
Wednesday Adult Bible Study @ Diaz

Worship 11:00 a.m.
6:45 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

First United Methodist Church
401 E. Main St, Itasca, TX 254-687-2650
E-mail: itascaumc@att.net
Re-Think Church
Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors
Sunday School 9:00 a.m.—Worship 10:30 a.m.
Pastor: Tom Wood

Ministers - Everyone

Itasca Church of Christ
303 E. Monroe 254-687-2774
254-687-2858
God’s plan for saving man
Hear the word of God . . .
Romans 10:17
Believe . . .
Hebrews 11:6
Repent . . .
Acts 17:30
Confess
Matt. 10:32
Baptism . . .
Acts 2:38
Remain Faithful . . .
Rev. 2:10

Sunday 9:45 a.m. 10:45 a.m. & 5:00 p.m.
Wednesday evening 6:00 p.m.

Second Missionary Baptist Church
120 W. Marrion St. Itasca, TX., 76055
Rev. George Demmerritte Jr. (Pastor)
Sunday School 10:00 a.m. Worship 11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study 5:30 p.m.

10:00 a.m.

House of Faith of Itasca
Pastor: Philip Burch
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Worship 11:00 a.m.
Everyone Welcome!

Third Day Worship Center
Invites you to fellowship every Sunday @ 10:30 a.m.
September 5, will start new time of prayer 6 p.m.-7 p.m.
We start our new family night for the whole family.
Starting new Bible study for the family.
Wednesday is youth night at the youth center building.
Come join us to learn more about what the Bible says.
*Ministerial meetings are held at Third Day

Ministerial Alliance of Itasca
The Ministerial Alliance is a group of Itasca local
pastors and leaders who desire to share the gospel and
love of Jesus Christ in our community. We would be
excited to have you join us! Please consider being a part
at our next meeting. We meet every second Saturday at
10 a.m. at Third Day.
Itasca Zoning Committee Meeting
2nd Monday of Month 6:00 p.m.
Itasca City Council Meeting
3rd Monday of Month 6:00 p.m.
Itasca ISD School Board Meeting
2nd Monday of Month 7:00 p.m.
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Community Involvements Award

Pictured (L to R): Ruben Littlejohn, Kevin LoSciuto, Raymond Arellano, and Raymond Joe Arellano
Cindee Garrett was very honored to present the Community Involvement Award to The Water Department
crew at the Chamber of Commerce meeting. Here again some might say it’s their job and would be right; but it’s
when these 4 men step outside the box that calls for recognition.
I will get “Thank you” calls all the time for them stopping to help an older person take their trash out, pick up
brush, taken personal calls or fixed a sewer or water leak on the weekends without complaint. I am truly so appreciative and honored to be a part of such dedication for Our Big Little Town.

Citizen of the Year
When one is given the Honor of receiving “Citizen of the Year’” we
consider all the things they have done to better our Big Little Town.
This year’s recipient has grown right before my eyes into a very dependable, caring young man. He graduated Itasca High School in May
2007. He went on to join the Navy two months later and served until
July 2011. He then returned home and joined the Itasca Fire Department the same year. April 15, 2015 he was made Fire Chief. He has been
beyond dedicated making 95% of the calls.

He started working part time for the city as outside maintenance crew. When I continued to see his Grant
writing abilities and computer skills I hired him full time as Public Relations Coordinator where he created the
“Itasca Insider.” He still volunteered to help the water guys in any way he could.
The care and ownership of the Itasca Cemetery was returned to the city in March 2019. After seeing the
growing maturity and dependability of this young man I made him Administrator over the Cemetery. He continues to make the community and me very proud of these accomplishments.
Some will say “that’s his job,” and they will be right, but he’s not obligated to take personal calls he takes behind the scenes. So many of our older citizens feel safer knowing they can call for his assistance. Spending much
of his own time simply because he loves his home town.
From the bottom of my heart I give to you our Citizen of the Year Cameron Offutt.-Cindee Garrett
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Meet the Teacher:

Meet the Teacher:

Nick Valentine

Ernie Contreras
Reporter: Kalee

Reporter: Nick

Ernie Contreras teaches

Nick Valentine is a

General Employability

teacher at Itasca ISD.
Nick

was

born

Skills and Business Man-

in

agement. Mr. Contreras

Oakcliff, Texas and is

loves business related clas-

married to Ashley Val-

ses, which is why his de-

entine. Nick attend University of Houston and got his
bachelor's degree and then went to TSU to get his mas-

gree, from Howard Payne University is in business as

well. While business is his passion, Mr. Contreras has
had many careers throughout his life, including working

ters degree in 2016. Nick loves to teach English because

as a pastor, a teacher, and managing a personal leather

he likes to interact with kids and help them succeed in

business. Mr. Contreras’ role model is Warren Buffett,

life. Mr. Valentine describes himself as fun, cool and

because he knows how to invest and

chill. Nick used to attend South Oakcliff and live in

grow.
Mr. Contreras was born in San Antonio, and attend-

Oakcliff. Nick’s hobbies improvising and being creative

ed Pasadena High School in his hometown, Pasadena.

in his own way. In his free time he loves to play basket-

While in high school, Mr. Contreras was involved in

ball, football and rap. What inspires Nick Valentine?

choir. Mr. Contreras has been teaching for three years

He wants to make a difference in life and help people.
Nick’s advice for high school kids is to try to make a

now, before Itasca, he taught at Fort Worth ISD. Before
getting into the teaching business, Mr. Contreras was a
worship pastor for ten years! He currently also main-

difference in stand out and do something new. Nick

tains his own leather business, Bull Sheath Leather,

hobbies are music and sports. If Nick did not teach he

where he makes many different types of wallets and

would be a coach for the Dallas Cowboys. Nick’s role
model is Jesus because no matter what he would always

purses.
Outside of school, Mr. Contreras enjoys leatherwork,
Star Wars movies, hiking, and camping. His favorite

be there for you even in the darkest times. Nick owns

snacks are Big Red, and BBQ. He also loves his family,

two dogs, a Rottweiler and Pitbull. Nick has been

which includes his wife, Linn Contreras, and their four

teaching for 5 years and plans to keep on going. Nicks
old job was working in Houston, Texas customer support. Nick wanted to come to Itasca ISD to make an

children; Dawson, 19, Lovelyn, 15, Bobby, 13, and Sunshine, who is 9. He also has two dogs, named Pipi and
Chloe and one cat, named Biscuit.
Mr. Contreras says the day he got the call from Mr.

impact on student individuality. Nick’s favorite things

Parsons was “The best day of his life.” He chose to come

are Jameson whiskey and soul food and his favorite

to Itasca High because of the students, saying, “I think

movie is Juice and Paid In Full is his favorite book.
Nick’s favorite quote is “If you get down, get back up.

Itasca students are awesome. I love Itasca and the students here.” Mr. Contreras would like to give the students the following advice, saying “Don’t devalue what
you’re capable of.”
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2019-2020 Lady Wampus Cat Softball Schedule
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2019-2020 ITASCA BOYS BASEBALL SCHEDULE
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Job Opportunity

The Depot will be open:

Itasca ISD Cafeteria

February 22 opens at 10am1pm, March 21 opens 10am1pm, April 25 opens 10am1pm and May 23 opens
10am-1am.

The Itasca ISD cafeteria is hiring for a sub positions.
If you are interested you can apply on line at

Clayton Kay Vaughan

itascaisd.org or in person at the Superintendents
office.

FUNERAL HOME & CREMATION

Graveside Service
INCLUDES CASKET

For ONLY $2,745.00




Removal from place of death, within a 35-mile radius.
Dressing, Casketing, Make-up & Hair
20 Ga. Steel, non-sealer, Casket, available in silver,
blue, white & brown
 1 hour viewing at funeral home, prior to Graveside
Service.
 Register Book, 50 Memorial Folders and 25 Thank
You Cards
 Transportation to Graveside in Hearse
 Arranging Opening and Closing of Grave Space
 Professional Service of Funeral Director and Staff
 Assistance with Obituary
 Filing Death Certificate
Does not include grave space, open & close fee, or concrete
box if required.
Other services also available at similar savings
254-687-2371

Did You Receive Your Water Bill
In The Mail?
Press Release

In Itasca, water bills are due on the 10th day of each
month unless the 10th falls on a weekend or holiday. Then,
it is due the next day that City Hall is open. After the 10th a
$20 late fee is added to the original bill.
If the bill and late fee are not paid before the 20th of the
month, service will be disconnected on the 20th and it will
cost the customer the original bill + $20 late fee + $50 reconnect fee to have service restarted. The reconnect fee of $50 is
charged during office hours (8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.) but after
4:30 p.m., the reconnect fee is $100.
If for some reason, you do not receive your bill in the
mail by the 3rd or 4th day of the month please call City Hall
(254-687-2201) and ask how much the bill is for that month.
If you do receive your bill in the mail, be sure to bring it
when you pay your bill or detach the small part of the bill
and include it in the envelope when you use the drop box.
Remember, whether you receive your bill in the mail or
not, it is still your responsibility to pay it on time.

Pop and Gran’s
Antique Shop
Pop & Grans is an antique shop located downtown
Grandview. They sell great antiques and fresh eggs.
If you have any question please call Pop & Gran’s
@ 817-666-5024 or visit their website @ popandgrans.com, you can also

email

them

at in-

fo@popandgrans.com
2nd CHANCE BREAKFAST
Itasca ISD cafeteria will give our
high school and
middle school
students a 2nd chance to eat
breakfast to help start their day!
High schoolthwill start on Monday Aug 26 from 8:40 to 8:47
students will have a chance to
grab breakfast items in their school between class.
We will have both senior and freshman commons
areas set up and ready to go!
Middle school Rd
will start the following week, Tuesday
September 3 from 8:40 to 8:47 in middle school
commons area!
How it works!!!
nd
2 Chance Breakfast will be the same just as if you
were getting breakfast in the cafeteria! So if you’re
running late, not quite ready to eat that early, need
a extra little something, whatever the case is, we will
bring breakfast to your school! Breakfast will be the
same as on the menu with a few additional ala cart
sale items i.e. fresh fruit, juice, milk, yogurt, cheese
stick, muffin, granola bar etc. All eligibility requirements that apply for meals served in the cafeteria,ndwill also apply for students who participate in
the 2 chance breakfast.
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Remember When… “The Party Line?”
Reprinted from Issue # 8 2010, Columnist Carl Sweeney

A person hasn’t really lived if they haven’t experienced the joys of an eight party phone system. My family never had a telephone until I came back from World
War II and then it was a couple of years after that when they got one.
When we married and moved to the country we had our first experience with
the eight party systems. That means that there were eight phones on our line.
There were four phones that we could not hear ring, but when they were called
we could not use the line. The other four we could hear the ring and could hear
the conversation, but we could not get the line.
Each phone had a different ring. For instance, ours was too long and one short ring. We learned the ring for

each phone and we knew who was being called. We could also listen in on their conversation and some of the
noisy ones did just that. I remember a certain number that was called around 2 a.m. some nights. I finally got curious and listened in. It was a couple lovers having quarrels on the phone. You can bet this was irritating at 2:00
in the morning.
Some of the ladies on the line such as Mrs. E.J. Roten called to “visit” each morning. They sometimes talked
for an hour, and this was frustrating to those who needed the line. I remember sometimes Mr. Watson got so frustrated trying to get the line that he took his phone off the hook and went to town. Thus tying up all eight lines until his phone was placed in the cradle again.
I remember one time when our daughter was sick and the wife couldn’t get the line. She yelled to Mr. Watson’s
house to get him to hang up so she could call the doctor. Of course that was in the day when doctors made house
calls.
There was a plus to the system, when a family got a call and everyone knew the family was out of town, someone would answer and tell them. This was beneficial in many instances. There were no answering machines then,
and this was a good substitute. There were a few people who liked the system and the interactions with the neighbors on the line and they hated top see it go, but those were in the minority.
I remember one time when we had been begging for relief from the eight lines when South Western Bell representative came by. I told him that one reason we could not get any action was because they had a monopoly. He
didn't take kindly to that.
Later when they did reduce the number of lines, they dug a trench across our front yard and buried the line
but never came back to smooth it out. So we had to do it ourselves, just as well though, that way we could do it

our way.
Nowadays we miss the old South Western Bell, Texas Power and Light and the Lone Star Gas Companies.
They were more community friendly, with an office and a local representative in each town. They hired local people and it was a more personal service to the citizens and customers. Now we get repair crews out of Fort Worth
or Waco for service, after we called customer service and got someone in India or somewhere who didn’t speak
English and we could not understand then and they couldn't understand us. I think we will rue the day when we
began outsourcing most of our operations overseas.
I knew of a few people who actually liked the multiple party systems, but they were in the minority. Now just
look how we have progressed. We have three phones in the house, plus a portable one we can take out in the yard,
plus cell phones that do all sorts of things. Most homes also have ipods and a host of other electronics devices.

Makes one wonder what the future holds for us.
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Leopard Lilly Designs

Mon-Wed 8:00 a.m. 5:30 p.m.

10533 FM 916, Grandview, Texas, 76050
940-390-6547

Thurs - Fri 8:00 a.m. 6:00 p.m.

817-797-3968

* Leopard Lilly is now able to sew patches on your letter jackets,
motorcycle vests, hats and more!
$6.50 per patch
7 day turnaround time, mail service available
Check out our Facebook page at:
Leopard Lilly Designs

Saturday 9:00 a.m. - 4:00
p.m.
Grocery, deli, and bakery with
an old town feel. Stroll in, look
Sunday
around, and savor a made to
CLOSED
order sandwich on fresh bread
102 West
in our quaint dining area.
Main Street,

Grandview Dental
Enhancing Smiles and Changing Lives

Kandace R. Collins, D.D.S.

P:817-866-2315

Family and Cosmetic Dentistry

F:817-866-2337

800 East Criner St.
Grandview, TX., 76050

www.grandviewdentist.com

KADDATZ AUCTIONEERING & FARM EQUIPMENT SALES
Appraisals, Liquidations & Hauling
New & Used Parts, Tires and Rims.
Hillsboro, TX 254-582-3000

Hair Cuts-Etc.

akaddatz@yahoo.com

Walk-Ins only

Order parts online

Open

kaddatzequipment.com TSX #6676

Tuesday- Friday 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.

House Cleaning Services
Houses & Apartments
Deep Cleaning - Move Out Cleaning
After Party One Time
Monthly, Biweekly or Weekly

Saturday 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Hwy. 171

Christina

Osceola, TX.

Hannah

254-687-9848

Leslie

Citizens State Bank

Judith Contreras

Checking, Savings, CD IRA

254-229-4275

Let us help you with all
your banking needs.
Itasca Branch
P.O. Box 126
201 E. Main Street
Itasca, Texas, 76055

Ph: 254-687-2305
Fax: 254-687-2755
www.citizensstatebanktx.com
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Top 5 Valentine’s Candy
1. Sweethearts
2. M&Ms
3. Hershey’s Kisses
4. Fun Dip
5. Boxes of Chocolates

Source:https://www.candyclub.com/

