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December 13, 2016 

MOTIONS AND MINUTES 
 

 
Mr. Fletcher called the meeting to order at 6:06 p.m. 
 
Attendance:  Mr. Fletcher, Mr. Sousa 
  
Absent:  Ms. Fitts-Ritter 
 
Administrators:  Dr. Talty, Mr. Maloney, Ms. Hollander, Mrs. DiFiore, Mr. Gaeta, Ms. Turner, Mr. 
Alletzhauser, Ms. Holcombe 
 
Mr. Fletcher suggested two changes to the agenda.  He asked to add two additional courses to Item V.B 
for review by the Committee.  Those two courses are Economics and a Capstone course. 
 
Motion to approve the agenda as amended, made by Mr. Sousa, seconded by Mr. Fletcher.  Vote:  
Unanimous. 
 
Public Comment:  None. 
 
Old Business: None. 
 
New Business: 
 
Motion to approve the minutes from the October 11, 2016 meeting, made by Mr. Sousa, seconded by Mr. 
Fletcher.  Vote:  Unanimous. 
 
New Course Offerings at CHS 
Dr. Talty stated that CHS is bringing forward a number of new courses this evening.  If approved, these 
courses would be added to the CHS Course of Studies. 
 
The first course was presented by Mr. Gaeta.  The course is Computer Programming.  This course would 
build off of the existing computer-based electives at CHS, and would also build off of the CMS Coding 
course. This is a Level 1 elective, and would replace 1 section of Digital Communications.  The system 
already has all the materials for this course, so the incremental cost would be zero.  This course would 
continue to build on our district-wide STEM initiative.  This course would focus on computer languages 
and programming, such that students have a better understanding of the languages of technology. 
 
Ms. Turner presented the next two new courses.  She began by stating that currently students take 
Physical Education in 10th and 11th grades.  These new courses are intended to offer 11th graders options 
to the regular Physical Education curriculum.  The intent at the beginning is to offer these electives to 
both 11th and 12th graders (who may also express an interest).  10th graders would take the regular Phys 
Ed curriculum, and would then have these electives available for their 11th grade Phys Ed requirement.  
The first course is a Unified PE course.  This course would offer an option for special education students 
and peers to develop skills such as tolerance and patience.  Activities may include bowling, volleyball, 
basketball and tennis.  We have partnered with a bowling alley in Berlin to have equipment brought to the 
school for use by this class.  The course will provide opportunities for students to build skills in leading a 
healthy lifestyle through sports and lifetime fitness activities.  The format of the course will allow for the 
development of skills and social interactions between special education students and peers. 
 
The second course presented by Ms. Turner is entitled Lifetime Activities.  The purpose of this course is 
to help students develop habits that will allow them to maintain a healthy lifestyle throughout life.  It will 
focus on non-competitive activities, such as badminton, tennis, yoga/aerobics, weight training, golf, CPR, 
and walking/running/hiking. 
 
Ms. Turner provided an update on the Team Skills course, which was previously approved by the Board.  
She provided the full curriculum map to the Committee.  She indicated that the purpose of the course is to 
teach the rules of the games and teach students how to apply those rules.  The course will teach 



sportsmanship and teamwork as well.  Some of the activities in the course are basketball, soccer, 
lacrosse, volleyball, and ultimate frisbee. 
 
Mr. Alletzhauser presented an Economics course.  This would be a Level 1 elective, and would be offered 
to 11th and 12th graders.  Mr. Alletzhauser surveyed students and found an interest in an Economics 
offering.  The course will focus on decision making, allocating resources, supply and demand, and micro- 
and macroeconomic theories.  The goal of the course is to grow a population of students from this course 
so that we could then offer an AP Economics course.  The course will not be textbook based, but will 
instead use online resources and projects to teach student Economics and economic theories. 
 
Ms. Holcombe presented the Capstone course.  A Capstone team was formed consisting of 12 CHS 
teachers, and their task was to determine what a Capstone course would look like.  A Capstone course is 
a self-directed learning experience, where students research a topic in which they show an interest, 
research the topic in detail, reach out to community members to mentor the student, and present a final 
research paper/project.  This would be a Level 1 elective.  Ms. Holcombe indicated that, for the first year, 
the intent would be to keep the course to approximately 10 students.  They would meet each day with a 
teacher.  The teacher’s role would be to guide the students through their research, and ensure that they 
are remaining on track to a year end completion.  The course would be an independent study and may 
contain such things as community service, job shadowing, or an internship.  Students will be required to 
meet benchmarks throughout the year to ensure their projects are completed. 
 
Mr. Sousa and Mr. Fletcher both thanked the teachers that presented the new courses, and applauded 
the efforts to bring new and different courses to our students. 
 
Motion to recommend the following courses to the full Board of Education for approval:  Computer 
Programming, Unified PE, Lifetime Activities, Economics, and Capstone, made by Mr. Sousa, seconded 
by Mr. Fletcher.  Vote:  Unanimous. 
 
STAR Assessments 
Mr. Maloney stated that the district has purchased a new assessment package for literacy and math.  The 
STAR Assessment is a benchmark assessment, and is given to student in grades K through 10 three 
times per year.  The Assessment is aligned with the Common Core and with the SBAC.  Each 
assessment takes less than 30 minutes to complete and is online.  The district has been working to 
eliminate unnecessary assessments, and the STAR assessment provides benchmark data without taking 
up valuable instruction time.  Mr. Maloney stated that, as more of the assessments are completed, we 
would be sharing the data with parents.   
 
Mr. Fletcher indicated that the last two agenda items (World Language Update and Pre-K Update) would 
be postponed until the next Committee meeting. 
 
Public Comment:  None. 
 
Topic for Future Agendas:   Teaching Children Real World Skills 
 World Language Update 
 Pre-K Update  
     
 
The next meeting is scheduled for February 14, 2017 at 6 p.m. 
 
Motion to adjourn at 6:57 p.m. made by Mr. Sousa, seconded by Mr. Fletcher.  Vote:  Unanimous. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Jay Fletcher 
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