
MINUTES OF SCHOOL BOARD MEETING 
March 10, 2020 

 
 

A regular meeting of the Fairmont Area Schools Board of Education was held on 
Tuesday, March 10, 2020 at 5:00 p.m. in City Hall.  Members in attendance were Rufus 
Rodriguez, Nicole Green, Dan Brookens, Mari Myren, and Mike Edman.  Absent:  Julie 
Laue 
 
A motion was offered by Nicole Green, seconded by Mari Myren, and carried to 
unanimously approve the February 25, 2020 school board meeting minutes. 
 
A motion was offered by Nicole Green, seconded by Mike Edman, and carried to 
unanimously approve the March 10, 2020 school board meeting agenda. 
 
Chartwell representatives, Jeri Crater, District Manager, and Travis Preuss, Food 
Service Director, provided an update on our school meal program.  Mr. Preuss reported 
that daily lunches district-wide have increased from 1,270 last year to 1,422 this year.  
This is due in part to the addition of serving students at SJV and Arise Academy.  Daily 
breakfasts have increased from 768 to 836.   Food service has provided a number of 
special activities this year which have offered students the opportunity to try new foods.  
Walking tacos have been the biggest hit to date!   For the first time this year students 
are being offered a “2nd chance breakfast.” This gives students who arrive too late for 
the early breakfast an opportunity to eat at a slightly later time.  Mr. Preuss was pleased 
to say they’re maintaining a healthy food service budget and were able to provide a 
$2.00 increase in starting pay for Chartwells employees.   In closing, he made board 
members aware that our food service department is scheduled to be audited again this 
year.   
 
Superintendent’s Report 
 Superintendent Brown reported that enrollment numbers compared to this time last 

year are down 3 students at the elementary and 9 students at the high school, but our 
total enrollment remains good. 

 Board members were given information from MSBA relating to adding a non-voting 
student representative to the Board.  Concurrence was to move forward with this.  Mr. 
Brown will develop a draft policy that addresses the process the District will use in 
selecting a student representative.  

 Mr. Brown reviewed data from the MDE Report Card related to student attendance, 
student achievement, and graduation rates. 

 A document produced by Tyler Garrison was shared with board members and 
outlined extra steps being taken by custodial/maintenance staff to provide our 
buildings with an added level of disinfecting. 

 
A resolution was offered by Dan Brookens, seconded by Mike Edman and adopted on a 
unanimous roll call vote to accept a $250 donation from the Fairmont Police Officer’s 
Association in support of the 2nd grade Como Zoo field trip. 



Financial reports were presented by business manager, Chris Muhvich. 
 
A motion was offered by Mike Edman, seconded by Nicole Green and carried to 
unanimously approve the wire transfers for 2/2/20 – 3/5/20, the January, 2020 budget 
model, and payment of the March 10, 2020 bills. 
 
A motion was offered by Nicole Green, seconded by Dan Brookens and carried to 
unanimously approve the 2020-2021 school calendar. 
 
A motion was offered by Mari Myren, seconded by Mike Edman and carried to 
unanimously approve the following personnel items: 
 

1. Retirement of Kim Koppen, elementary art teacher 
 Effective:  June 3, 2020 

 
 2. Retirement of Cindy Viesselman, 3rd grade teacher 
  Effective:  June 3, 2020 
 
 3. Helena Johnson, elementary art teacher 
  Salary:  BA, Step 4  DOE:  June 30, 2020 
 
 4. Shandon O’Brien, lunchroom aide 
  Salary:  Step 1  DOE:  March 9, 2020 
 
 5. Spring athletic coaches for 2019-20 
 
Nicole Green reported on the SDCC Meeting of March 9. 
 
A motion was offered by Mike Edman, seconded by Nicole Green and carried to 
unanimously approve adjourning the school board meeting at 5:42 p.m. 
 
 

___________________________________ 
Dan Brookens, Clerk 


