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Student Achievement Committee 
June 23, 2015 

MOTIONS AND MINUTES 
 

 
Mrs. Trousdale called the meeting to order at 5:34 p.m. 
 
Attendance:  Mrs. Trousdale, Mr. Fletcher, Mr. Sousa 
 
Absent:  None 
 
Administrators:  Dr. Talty, Ms. Hollander 
 
Motion to approve the agenda made by Mr. Sousa, seconded by Mr. Fletcher.  Vote:  Unanimous. 
 
Public Comment:  None. 
 
Old Business: 
 
None. 
 
New Business: 
 
Motion to approve the Student Achievement Committee Motions and Minutes dated May 12, 2015 made 
by Mr. Fletcher, seconded by Mr. Sousa.  Vote:  Unanimous. 
 
Update on CPS Enrichment Program 
Dr. Talty provided an overview of the current enrichment programs.  With the retirement of the district’s 
current enrichment program provider, the administration is relooking at the way that we provide these 
services to our children.  The administration has looked across other districts in Connecticut for gifted & 
talented models.  Almost all of the models currently in use consist of services provided in the classroom.  
The plan for CPS is to provide additional professional development for our teachers to help them identify 
and provide enrichment services for these gifted children.  One way in which we will do this is to provide 
project-based learning (“PBL”) throughout the district.  We recently implemented PBL in relation to the 
Freshman Academy, and have found it to be very successful.  Our reading programs will move to a model 
where a child will read at whatever level is appropriate for that child. 
 
Current programs (e.g., Invention Convention, Future Problem Solvers) will continue, and the plan is to 
offer additional programs to further expand our enrichment curriculum.  The new model for enrichment 
programs will be introduced during the 2015-2016 school year, and refined through professional 
development and feedback.  One goal is to look at children more holistically.  Currently, children are 
identified as “gifted” based on the results of certain standardized tests.  We want to expand that definition 
to include more items than only the results of testing.  Such criteria will be defined as we progress 
through implementation. 
 
Curriculum Review Process 
Ms. Hollander provided a handout with a framework and draft timeline for curriculum review across the 
district.  The four phases of the review cycle are 1) Year One – Self Study, Research and Evaluation, 2) 
Year Two – Development, 3) Year Three – Implementation, and 4) Year Four – Evaluation and 
Refinement.  Each content area will progress through these steps at different intervals.  As a need is 
identified in the future to reassess the curriculum for a content area, the four step process will be 
repeated. 
 
Creating a Mechanism to Teach Student Real World Skills 
Dr. Talty provided an update for the development of a curriculum to teach children skills that would be 
valuable once they leave school.  The administration continues to work on not only the potential content 
for such an offering, but also attempting to find an appropriate time and age at which to provide such 
content.  Many items are being considered for the curriculum, and the administration continues to work to 
ensure that proper content is developed.  Examples of items that are being considered are teaching 
children to prepare and manage a household budget, filling out tax forms, managing credit cards and 



debt, and paying for college.  The ideas are still in the planning stages, with a potential implementation 
during the 2016-2017 school year. 
 
Physical Education Curriculum 
Ms. Hollander stated that Physical Education is currently in the first phase of the curriculum review 
process.  She is working with Sarah Turner, Physical Education Teacher, to articulate the K-12 
curriculum.  The team is looking to change the current Grades 10 and 11 offerings to include different 
items in each year.  Creating a two-year cycle for those students would ensure that they received different 
program offerings each year during their mandatory ½ year of Physical Education classes.  We are also 
looking to expand our offerings to potentially offer some electives, such as Yoga and Zumba.  Physical 
Education and Health grades are not currently counted towards a student’s grade point average (“GPA”).  
By increasing the rigor of the curriculum, we can move towards including these classes in the GPA.  One 
credit of Physical Education and ½ credit of Health is required for graduation.  We would like to move the 
curriculum away from team-based sports (e.g., basketball, floor hockey) to activities that children would 
find more interesting. 
 
K-5 Report Card Revision 
In reworking the current K-5 report card, the committee developed a mission statement, reached out to 
districts across the State, and held a parent focus group.  The goal of a report card is to accurately 
convey information related to a student’s progress.  The new draft report card is based on a scale which 
clearly conveys a student’s progress in relation to the grade that he/she is in currently.  The team is 
considering a category which would clearly indicate that a child is learning above grade level.  There was 
discussion regarding the current process for parent/teacher conferences, and the potential need to have 
an additional conference during the Spring to further allow parents/guardians to assess their child’s 
progress.  As the new report card is rolled out in the future, communications with the community will be 
key. 
 
Public Comment:  None. 
 
Topic for Future Agendas:   Spending Monies on Textbooks with iPad Usage  
 Physical Education Curriculum     

Creating a Mechanism to Teach Students Real World Skills 
    CPS Enrichment Programs 
    Update on Robotics 
    SRO Specific Roles/Responsibilities 
    K – 5 Report Card Revision 
    Expanded Pre-K Program 
    Change in SAT Format 
 
The next meeting is scheduled for September 15, 2015 at 6 p.m. 
 
Motion to adjourn at 6:33 p.m. made by Mr. Fletcher, seconded by Mr. Sousa.  Vote:  Unanimous. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Jay Fletcher 
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