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Ad Hoc Committee – Review of Safe Routes to School Initiative 
June 16, 2016 

MOTIONS AND MINUTES 
 

Mr. Fletcher called the meeting to order at 5:02 p.m. 
 
Attendance:  Mr. Fletcher, Mr. Sousa 
 
Absent:  Mr. Flanders. 
 
Administrators and Staff:  Dr. Talty, Ms. Fisk, Ms. Turner, Mrs. Clancy (arrived at 5:05 p.m.) 
 
Members of the Public:  Chris Rueb (Dattco), Amy Keithan (Parent), Stuart Popper (Economic 
Development Coordinator, arrived at 5:10 p.m.) 
 
Motion to approve the agenda as presented, made by Mr. Sousa, seconded by Mr. Fletcher.  Vote:  
Unanimous. 
 
Public Comment:  None. 
 
Old Business:  None. 
 

A. Discussion of Safe Routes to School Initiative 
Mr. Fletcher briefly reviewed the discussion from the Committee’s last meeting.  He indicated that 
tonight’s meeting would be focused on reviewing the data that has been presented since the last meeting. 
 
Mr. Rueb presented data that Dattco put together regarding the impact of walking zones on the bussing of 
students (Attachment A).  At the Committee’s last meeting, it was decided that the concept of a walking 
zone would only be pursued at this time for CMS and CHS.  Dattco had been asked to provide data for a 
1 mile walking zone plus a 400 ft. “buffer” area.  They were also asked to incorporate the definition of a 
“hazard” that the Committee had discussed at the last meeting.  The summary sheet shows that, if a 
1mile walking zone was instituted around CHS and CMS, a relatively small number of students would be 
required to walk, especially if the restrictions imposed by the “hazard” definition were in place. 
 
The Committee discussed some small “wins” that could be incorporated with relatively little cost to 
increase the number of students walking.  Specifically, the Committee discussed the impacts if 
crosswalks were placed at the intersection of Evergreen & Washington and at the intersection of Geer & 
Main.  A small incremental number of students would additionally be required to walk if these crosswalks 
were in place.  Dattco will present further data at the Committee’s next meeting incorporating these two 
new crosswalks. 
 
The Committee discussed the potential for crossing guards to be stationed at critical locations around 
CHS and CMS.  Specifically, the Committee discussed stationing a crossing guard at the entrance to 
CHS, and also within the parking lot at CHS to direct parents dropping their children off at school.  The 
Committee also discussed adding crossing guards at the entrance to CMS and within the CMS parking 
lot.  Mrs. Clancy distributed a summary of the hourly rates paid by other school districts for crossing 
guards (Attachment B).  Dr. Talty will evaluate the overall cost of crossing guards and present that 
information at the Committee’s next meeting.  She will also look at source of funds for those new 
positions, and what positions/programs may be offset or eliminated if we used funding for crossing 
guards. 
 
The Committee discussed the possibility of looking at “off road” options for children to walk to school.  For 
example, there is currently an unpaved path on Senator Drive that leads from the cul-de-sac to the CHS 
baseball field.  If children were to have to walk that lived in this neighborhood, a material number of 
additional students would be added to the walking list.  Similar situations exist for streets that border the 
east side of CHS property (e.g., Forest Drive, George Street). 
 
Mr. Rueb discussed the potential savings of instituting a walking zone.  Due to the combined bus routes 
for CHS and CMS, and the non-overlapping nature of the walking zone around the two schools, no bus 
routes could be eliminated. 
 



The Committee discussed the option to consolidate bus routes, where feasible and safe.  As an example, 
in cul-de-sac neighborhoods, busses currently make multiple stops on a street.  If routes could be 
consolidated in these low traffic areas, it would shorten overall bus routes, would save fuel, and would 
provide children with an opportunity to walk farther than they currently do.  Mr. Rueb indicated he would 
look at the consolidation of bus routes and provide information to the Committee. 
 
The Committee discussed the need to install sidewalks on the west side of the CHS driveway. Currently, 
there is only a sidewalk on the east side of the driveway, and it ends at the pond.  Children that walk 
would have to come in on the east side, and then cross the driveway to get to school.  In the morning, 
there is quite a bit of traffic on this driveway from busses, teachers arriving for school, children driving to 
school, and parents dropping off their children.  Dr. Talty indicated that she will get a measurement of the 
driveway down to the left hand turn into the side parking lot to the south of the school. 
 
The Committee discussed that they would like to invite either Chief LaMontagne or Captain Vandersloot 
to the next meeting to get the input of the Police Department on the walking zone concept. 
 
Mr. Popper is working with the State DOT to get data on accidents at the locations that the State provided 
us traffic counts. 
  
The next meeting of the Committee will be on July 14th at 5 p.m. at Cromwell High School. 
 
New Business: 
 
Motion to approve the minutes from the May 19, 2016 meeting of the Safe Routes to School Sub-
Committee, made by Mr. Sousa, seconded by Mr. Fletcher.  Vote:  Unanimous. 
 
Public Comment:  None. 
 
Motion to adjourn at 5:58 p.m. made by Mr. Sousa, seconded by Mr. Fletcher.  Vote:  Unanimous. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Jay Fletcher 
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