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Urgent – PLEASE READ 

 
Oakwood CUSD #76 Families, March 11, 2020 
 
 
I am writing this letter today to provide information, reassurance, and preparation for the families of 
Oakwood CUSD #76 as it pertains to the current concerns over COVID-19 (coronavirus) and how it 
could potentially impact the students and families of Oakwood CUSD #76.  
 
I want to reassure all families that Oakwood CUSD #76 has continued its standard practices for cleaning 
and sanitizing the facilities to minimize the spread of illness and germs.  Each year we add safeguards to 
our standard cleaning practices to combat the increased illness of the cold and flu season.  This includes 
extra cleaning of classrooms, shared spaces, buses, restrooms, and shared materials.  This does not 
eliminate illness but certainly curbs the spread and transmission of germs.  This practice was maintained 
this year with the added threat of COVID-19 as a best practice as relayed by the CDC (Center for Disease 
Control).  
 
The fluid nature of COVID-19 and the demands it is placing on the entire country / world is not 
something we can ignore.  In the past 48 hours the expectations being passed down from both federal, 
state, and local health agencies has been changing as we learn how to best manage the spread of this 
illness.  
 
Finally, this evolution of demands is what is prompting this letter of preparedness for Oakwood CUSD 
#76.  Currently we are proceeding with a majority of our activities as normal and planned.  Due to the 
rapid progression of restrictions across the country, we are preparing ourselves and you for what 
“COULD” happen next.  
 
Therefore, the Oakwood CUSD #76 held a cabinet meeting on March 10th to discuss our Illinois 
Department of Public Health (IDPH) and Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) preparedness and 
response in the case of an increase of typical flu or Coronavirus. This meeting was attended by 
representatives of teachers, administration, food service, maintenance, school nurses, and athletic 
directors. At this time, reports continue to state that the risk is still low, and our school nurses have 
reported absences related to flu are no higher than typical for this time of year. However, we will continue 
to be preventive by continuously cleaning and monitoring the health of our students, staff, and 
community. The following topics were discussed at this cabinet meeting: 
 

● OCUSD #76 has a Pandemic Influenza - Virus Board Policy in place. 
● OCUSD #76 has a Pandemic Influenza - Virus Management Plan in place. This Plan was written 

by Mrs. Amanda Sperry (Nurse) and adopted by the Board of Education in September of 2009. 
We have updated minor revision to this plan as of March 11, 2020, and we will place it on our 
website in case anyone would like to view this document. We have been asked by several school 
districts if they could have a copy of our plan and we have shared this plan with our friends from 
other districts. 



● All School Districts in Illinois have been requested by ISBE to put together an E-learning Plan in 
the event that the district would choose to provide this option to our students for an extended 
closure of our schools by the IDPH and ISBE. I will share more information on an E-learning Plan 
once it is completed. 

● We are working with ISBE to amend our school calendar to move our end of the year Teacher 
Institute Day from the end of the school year (May) up to March 19th so that we can provide 
collaboration time to finalize our E-learning Plan for our district and make it available to the 
Regional Office of Education and ISBE. We will communicate this as soon as the calendar is 
approved, so please make arrangements just in case. 

● Maintenance and custodians are doing extra cleaning in high traffic areas. We are looking into the 
purchasing of specific additional virus sprays that mist a disinfectant on surfaces, disinfectant 
wipes which can kill flu viruses as well as the Coronavirus. 

● Nurses, Staff, and Administration are continuing to monitor attendance and illness. We will target 
cleaning toward certain classrooms or areas of our buildings if student and staff illness spike. Staff 
members will prioritize hand washing and intentionally remind students about washing their 
hands. This is especially important when hands are dirty and grimy, after a workout/recess, before 
eating, and after using the restroom. The district will provide hand sanitizer for all rooms as 
another tool to reduce the spread of germs. It will be re-emphasized that hand washing is the best 
method and our first line of defense. The use of hand sanitizer will be supervised, and it will be 
stored on or at the teacher's desk. 

● School Nurses will be monitoring absences, evaluating students for illness, communicating with 
IDPH and administration, and providing instructional materials to staff and students. We have put 
up really good flyers throughout the district on proper hand hygiene, when to wash, germs, etc 

● Transportation services are disinfecting buses weekly on all district buses, vans, etc. 
● Students or staff who stay home or go home during the day should not come back to attend or 

participate in practices or contests for 24 hours minimum. Also, students and student-athletes 
should be reminded not to share drinks, food, towels etc. Coaches will work to keep the equipment 
clean and remind athletes to wash hands after workouts. 

 
As a reminder, the Center for Disease Control (CDC) always recommends everyday preventive actions to 
help prevent the spread of respiratory diseases, including: 
 

● Avoid close contact with people who are sick. 
● Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth. 
● Stay home when you are sick. 
● Cover your cough or sneeze with a tissue, then throw the tissue in the trash. 
● Clean/disinfect frequently touched objects & surfaces using a regular household cleaning spray or 

wipe. 
● Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds, especially after going to the 

bathroom; before eating; and after blowing your nose, coughing, or sneezing. 
● If soap and water are not readily available, use an alcohol-based hand sanitizer with at least 60% 

alcohol. Always wash hands with soap and water if hands are visibly dirty.  
 
I would suggest that everyone stay in close contact with the many delivery methods of information that 
we provide, such as Oakwood CUSD #76 Website, social media posts, and direct mailings through 
students.  Some information and cancellations will be timely, and some could be last minute given the 
rapid progression of events around COVID-19.  
 
(over) 
 



IMPORTANT:  
 
Some districts, professional organizations, and universities, across the country are shutting down for 
extended periods of time.  We are not currently planning on this, but it could happen, and it is essential 
that all families make arrangements for their children should this occur.  Staff are currently preparing for 
more e-learning days to avoid losing any more instructional time than necessary should shutdowns occur. 
Should we be closed for a longer period of time it is essential that everyone try to stay engaged with 
learning to avoid regression.  
 
Oakwood CUSD #76 will respect that each family has to make informed decisions for what is in the best 
interest of both their family and those they come in contact with.  Should a family choose, or be forced 
into a quarantine situation, we will do our best to ensure limited breakdowns in the learning process.  
 
We are truly approaching uncharted territories and we will make the best decisions we can for everyone in 
the system considering all information at each point in time.  We look forward to working with students, 
families, health agencies, and the community to make decisions for the good of individuals and the 
community.  I know that these times of uncertainty are challenging for everyone, but please be supportive 
and understanding as we navigate these unique times.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Mr. Maynard 
 
Larry Maynard 
Oakwood Unit 76 Superintendent 
maynardl@oakwood76.org  
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