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Ad Hoc Committee – Review of Safe Routes to School Initiative 
May 19, 2016 

MOTIONS AND MINUTES 
 

Mr. Fletcher called the meeting to order at 6:03 p.m. 
 
Attendance:  Mr. Fletcher, Mr. Sousa, Mr. Flanders 
 
Absent:  None. 
 
Administrators and Staff:  Dr. Talty, Ms. Fisk, Ms. Turner 
 
Members of the Public:  Chris Rueb (Dattco), Amy Keithan (Parent), Stuart Popper (Economic 
Development Coordinator), Phil Gagnon (arrived at 6:30 p.m.), Jeff Polke (Parent) 
 
Motion to approve the agenda as presented, made by Mr. Flanders, seconded by Mr. Sousa.  Vote:  
Unanimous. 
 
Public Comment:  None. 
 
Old Business:  None. 
 

A. Discussion of Safe Routes to School Initiative 
Mr. Fletcher briefly reviewed the discussion from the Committee’s first meeting.  He indicated that 
tonight’s meeting would be focused on reviewing the data that has been presented since the last meeting, 
as well as a report from the sub-committee reviewing the definition of a hazard. 
 
Mr. Polke asked if there was money available in the Town Sidewalk Fund.  Historically, when residential 
developers were building projects, they were given the option to install sidewalks in their neighborhoods, 
or provide like funds to the Town’s Sidewalk Fund.  Mr. Flanders indicated that at least a portion of that 
Fund has already been used to install sidewalks around town.  Mr. Popper indicated that he would do 
some research to determine how much money is available in the Sidewalk Fund. 
 
Mr. Popper reviewed a report from VN Engineers entitled “2014 Safe Routes to School Walk Audit 
Findings Report – Woodside Intermediate School” (Attachment A to these minutes).  The Town received 
a grant to have VN Engineers do a study of the potential for walking zones around 3 of the schools (ECS 
was not included).  We expect to receive the other two report (for CMS and CHS) in the near future.  The 
report discusses options for creating walking zones, as well as “low hanging fruit”, such as proper signage 
around the schools. 
 
Mr. Popper presented data from the State Department of Transportation regarding vehicular traffic at 
certain points around town (Attachment B).  The table presents the average number of vehicles at certain 
intersections, measured during October 2012.  Mr. Sousa asked if there was data regarding accidents at 
these locations.  Mr. Popper indicated that he would get that data and share it with the Committee. 
 
Dr. Talty indicated that Mr. Maloney and the School Resource Officers are doing a study to determine the 
number of parents that currently drop off and pick up their children from school.  She indicated that she 
hopes to have this data available around June 1. 
 
Mr. Rueb presented data that Dattco put together regarding the impact of walking zones on the bussing of 
students (Attachment C).  The summary sheet shows that, if a ½ mile walking zone was instituted around 
the four schools, a relatively small number of students would be required to walk.  The numbers increase 
if the walking zone was increased to 1 mile. 
 
The Committee decided that, to ensure the safety of the youngest students in town, the discussion of 
walking zones should focus on CMS and CHS.  There could be an issue with walking zones for these two 
schools, as the two zones do not overlap very much.  There could be a situation where a family has two 
children, one at CMS and one at CHS, and one child is within the zone (and therefore must walk to 
school, while another would be allowed to take the bus.   
 



Mr. Gagnon and Ms. Fisk presented a document that they had drafted, using other school districts as a 
template, to define a walking zone and a “hazard” (Attachment D).  The Committee discussed this 
document and the specific provisions of a hazard.  Much discussion centered on Main St. and the 
vehicular traffic on that road.  Also discussed were certain “feeder roads”, such as Geer St. and 
Evergreen Rd.  While Geer St. may not meet the currently drafted definition of a “hazard”, the west side of 
Geer St. (from Woodside Rd. to the west) is narrow and does not have sidewalks.  Mr. Fletcher asked Mr 
Rueb from Dattco to redo his maps (Attachment C) for CMS and CHS and incorporate the definition of 
“hazard” as presented to the Committee to see if the number of walkers would change.  Such revised 
analysis should also assume that no child should have to cross Main St.  Any child on the east side of 
Main St. would be bussed. 
 
The Committee also requested that Dattco revise their analysis for CMS and CHS to expand the walking 
zone by 400 feet to incorporate the concept of drop off lanes.  Mr. Rueb indicated that he would prepare 
this analysis and present it to the Committee. 
 
The next meeting of the Committee will be on June 16th at 5 p.m. at Cromwell High School. 
 
New Business: 
 
Motion to approve the minutes from the April 21, 2016 meeting of the Safe Routes to School Sub-
Committee, made by Mr. Flanders, seconded by Mr. Sousa.  Vote:  Unanimous. 
 
Public Comment:  None. 
 
Motion to adjourn at 7:05 p.m. made by Mr. Flanders, seconded by Mr. Sousa.  Vote:  Unanimous. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Jay Fletcher 
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