
Cromwell Arts Alliance 
Monday, September 14, 2015 

Meeting Minutes 
 

 

In Attendance: A. Ricard, M. Emilsson, P. Emanuele, A. Grasso, J. Braun, C. Trousdale, R. Matus, M. 
Lemmon, S. Dalessandro, R. Greenberg, M. Camilleri, R. Donohue 

 

I. Call to Order at 7:05pm 
II. Approval of Agenda 

Agenda changed to include a final vote of the CAA Logo 

Motion made by J. Braun, Seconded by C. Trousdale  

III. Public Comments—none 
 

IV. Logo Discussion 

The Communications Group presented the final two logos for selection. The committee had 
previously voted on four logos, but the vote resulted in a tie, so a final section was 
necessary. Final Logo was selected (attached to minutes). R. Matus will notify the designer 
of the logo selection, and the committee will start to publicize it. We will also amend the 
facebook page and will show all of the finalists. Once the website is up and running, they will 
be shown there as well. 

 
V. Old Business 

a. Work Group Reports 
i. Logistical Group 

This group may need some additional support as one of the key members has 
left the committee. The questionnaire regarding spaces for events is complete. 
M. Camilleri will ask if it can be posted on the town website, and the link will be 
shared via the CAA facebook page and the Cromwell Historical Society website. 
It will also be shared with the Cromwell Downtown Merchants Association and 
the Cromwell CT Families facebook page.  The communications group will look 
into including an article in the Rare Reminder and/or the Cromwell Chronicle 
about it as well. 

ii. Intergenerational Group 
The community paper quilt project is in process. Squares will be used to compile 
quilts that will be displayed in the library, the Board of Education Office and at 
Covenant Village. This is a very exciting project, and Dr. Talty will continue to 
publicize it through her Superintendent’s newsletter.  
Covenant Village has a 20x30 dance floor that may be able to be used by other 
groups if desired. A. Grasso has more information if anyone is interested. 



iii. Communications Group 
Most of the focus of the Communications Group has been on the logos as of 
late. Now that that is complete, they can start the roll out and turn their 
attention to the next phase of work on the website.  
 

b. Brainstorm Lists 
R. Donohue is working on these lists and will present more at a future meeting. 
 

c. CAA Organization 
The committee will continue their practice of meeting as a full group on a quarterly 
basis, generally on the first Monday of the month. Individual subgroups can use the first 
Monday of the months in which the full committee does not meet to hold subgroup 
meetings.  If there is a need for the full committee to meet more often for a particular 
topic, a special meeting can be held. 
The committee discussed the potential for the committee to operate on its own and 
become a separate non-profit 501c3 organization. M. Camilleri outlined what that 
would entail, logistically and financially. Filings would need to be made with the IRS, the 
state and the state attorney general’s office, and possibly with the Department of 
Revenue Services. Dr. Talty will make a proposal to the town that initial costs for filing 
be split between the town and the Board of Education. Total costs should be less than 
$1,000.  
 
In order to incorporate, officers need to be elected and bylaws established. The CAA can 
use the Cromwell Historical Society bylaws as a basis.  
 
The committee decided to elect interim officers to allow for the filings to commence, 
with the intent being to revisit the Officer positions and hold a new election at the 
January, 2016 meeting. In the meantime, the committee will heavily promote the 
activities of the CAA and hopefully generate more interest in serving on the committee 
and in potentially becoming an Officer. Elected to Interim Officer positions were the 
following: 

• Marjorie Lemmon, Interim President 
• Rosemary Matus, Interim Vice-President 
• Paula Emanuele, Interim Secretary 
• Sal Dalessandro, Interim Treasurer  

 
Additionally, Mikaela Emilsson was chosen to be the Youth Ambassador. 
 
M. Lemmon and R. Matus will provide a CAA update at the Board of Education meeting 
on Tuesday, October, 27, 2015.  
 
The committee thanked Richard Donohue for all of his hard work and contributions to 
the committee. Under his leadership, the CAA has made great strides and is well on the 
way to success.  



 
VI. New Business 

a. Approval of Motions and Minutes—June 1, 2015 
Motion made by M. Emilsson and seconded by R. Matus, and approved 

VII. Public Comments--none 
VIII. Topics for Future Agendas 

a. Future Meetings 
Next meeting January 11, 2016 at 7pm at Covenant Village, Commons Meeting Room on 
the second floor. Attendees are asked to arrive by 6:45 as the external door locks 
automatically at 7pm. 
April 4, 2016—location and time TBD. 

IX. Adjournment-motion to adjourn made and meeting adjourned at 8:00pm 

 

Respectfully submitted by Marjorie Lemmon 

 

CAA NEW LOGO! 

 
 


