
Frequently Asked Questions 

1. What is coronavirus? 

According to the Ohio Department of Health and Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), coronavirus 
(also known as COVID-19) is a respiratory virus strain that has only spread in people since December 2019. The 
CDC continues to consider the health risk from coronavirus to be low among the general public in the U.S. 
However, the virus continues to be an issue of concern internationally, and there is potential for increased 
person-to-person transmission to occur in this country. 

According to the Ohio Department of Health, symptoms of coronavirus in people who have been exposed can 
include fever, cough and shortness of breath. The symptoms may appear in as few as two days or as long as 14 
days after exposure. Coronavirus can be deadly, yet some confirmed patients have experienced only mild 
symptoms. 

 

2. What steps have been taken by local school district leaders to prepare for the potential outbreak of the 
COVID-19 virus? 

Our districts’ priority is to support the success of the whole child, which includes being attentive to students’ health 
and wellness. With that priority focus in place, the district leaders have taken the following practical action steps: 

A. We are Staying current on the latest coronavirus information. 
The school districts have and will continue to use the following key resources to follow the latest 
information on the COVID-19 (coronavirus).  You might want to check them out daily as well: 

○ For the latest Ohio-specific developments, please visit the Ohio Department of 
Health’s coronavirus disease 2019 resources webpage. 

○ For the latest from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, please visit the 
CDC coronavirus disease 2019 webpage.  

○ Access additional resources regarding coronavirus and schools from the U.S. 
Department of Education.  

○ The Ohio School Board Association updates are also available at 
www.ohioschoolboards.org/coronavirus-covid-19-resources 

B. We have reviewed and are now in the process of updating our school safety plans to include 
a response to this specific threat. 
Note:  School safety plans (Emergency Operations Plans – EOP) are not considered to be public 
records.  For purposes of student and staff safety in the case of violent attacks on our schools we 
cannot and will not share these documents.  

C. We have met with our local health department, county emergency management agency 
(EMA), and other local health and safety teams to gather information and update our school 
plans .  

D. Each district has ensured that our key contact information for local response has been 
updated our local communication channels are ready to go. 

 

https://odh.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/odh/know-our-programs/Novel-Coronavirus/2019-nCoV
https://odh.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/odh/know-our-programs/Novel-Coronavirus/2019-nCoV
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cases-in-us.html
https://www.ed.gov/coronavirus
https://www.ed.gov/coronavirus
https://ohioschoolboards.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=46b9982a825bb2bfd09ad0352&id=ea5f9dd61e&e=b2cdc35805
https://ohioschoolboards.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=46b9982a825bb2bfd09ad0352&id=ea5f9dd61e&e=b2cdc35805


3. Who will decide if schools and districts will close if there is a case involving local residents in their own 
district, in Hardin County, or in an adjacent school district? 

At this time Individual school districts are empowered to work closely with their local departments of health to assess 
and understand the risk to their student populations and the community and make decisions accordingly. Each 
district will always keep the safety and health of students and the community at the forefront of all decision-making. 
The Ohio legislature is the only body empowered to make changes to the current minimum school year which is 
1,001 hours of instructional time for 7-12 students and 910 hours of instructional time for K-6 students.  Most of our 
school districts exceed the minimums allowing the local Board of Education some flexibility in the case of local, 
state, or national calamity or crisis such as snow days or disease / epidemic.  

 

4. Will school staff be monitoring students for signs of coronavirus? 

Teachers and school staff should be following the best practices as outlined by the Ohio Department of Health for 
preventing the spread of illness. School nurses also have received additional guidance regarding coronavirus from 
the Ohio Department of Health. 

 

5. Are there instructional materials for teachers and school staff on how to reduce risk for themselves, their 
students and others? 

Yes, each district will be distributing and updating information received from the Ohio Department of Health in 
conjunction with the Centers for Disease Control.  This information has been communicated through the school 
nurses offices.  Among the items shared is information about best practices to reduce the spread of illness. These 
practices will be promoted, encouraged and followed to provide the safest, healthiest atmosphere for students and 
staff alike. 

 

6. In the case a school district or school building is closed due to the coronavirus, who will determine when 
it is safe to reopen that school or district?  

As of the time of this publication any schools or districts closed as a result of concerns about the spread of 
coronavirus, the local school district will make the determination about when to reopen.  This decision will be made 
by working in consultation with local departments of health and with input from state and federal health experts. 

 

7. Will students who have a parent call in to school, reporting the student be sick, be excused for illness? 
Yes, any student who follows the proper school and district protocols for reporting and documenting absences, 
parent excused will be coded as being excused. 

  

 

 

https://odh.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/odh/know-our-programs/novel-coronavirus/resources/covid-19-guidance-k-12-school-nurses-administrators
https://odh.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/odh/know-our-programs/novel-coronavirus/resources/covid-19-guidance-k-12-school-nurses-administrators


8. Will any local events, athletic, academic, musical, etc. be cancelled if there is an outbreak of coronavirus? 
As of now, no district has determined to cancel any program or event.  This may change and will be left to the 
discretion of individual districts to determine whether events sponsored by the district will be held as scheduled.  

 


