
The addition/renovation project on the east side of the school has been going quite well to this point.  Most of the work 

has been done inside so it has been hard to see from the street level. Recently, the concrete in front of the school and on 

the southeast corner was removed.  The next two weeks will be a very busy two weeks on the project. Beginning the first 

two weeks of March, the roof will be removed and some of the steel structure for the new roof line will be set into place.  

The new sewer line was also trenched in beginning on February 28th.  Hopefully by the middle of March the project will 

slowly start forming and it will be more visible from the street.  We are excited as the project continues to take shape and 

we believe that when finished, the project will definitely improve our school facilities. 

On another note, the coronavirus continues to make headlines.  We have been in contact with our local emergency man-

ager, Two Rivers Health Department, and we will be working with our local health care providers.  The website 

cdc.gov/covid-19 has some excellent tips on how to stay healthy and help prevent the spread of the coronavirus and other 

illnesses such as influenza.   
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The footprint for the building has been dug out, filled, tamped and compaction tested. 
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The 2020 speech season has gone well for a lot of the speech team members. Our speech team members are: MaKayla 

Buell, Katana Lee, Elijah Niemeier, Alayna Moore, Shannon Kennicutt, Marissa McClung, Emily Winter, Rianna 

Chaney, Xandria Pike, Brooke Brockman, Lauren Hickey, Alivia Knoerzer, Kaydee Diefenbaugh, Evan Niemeier, 

Matteya Gutierrez, Zayley Christner, Juan Florez and Carina Atterberry. Not everyone has placed but everyone has 

worked hard throughout this season. Dennis Seberger, one of the coaches, says, “I am extremely impressed with the 

speech team, lots of new speech members. They fall in line with their speeches. We also have varsity members who have 

blended in with the new ones, and almost everyone has medaled within the last three speech meets.”  

Several team members had a successful day at the recent Fort Kearny Conference speech meet. Those who medaled 

were: Rianna Chaney, 1st place in serious prose; Lauren Hickey, 1st place in entertainment; Marissa McClung, Alayna 

Moore, Shannon Kennicutt, and Lauren Hickey, 1st in OID; Carina Atterberry, 3rd in informative; Shannon Kennicutt, 

5th in serious prose; Evan Niemeier, Matteya Gutierrz, Zayley Christner, and Kaydee Diefenbaugh, 5th in OID; Brooke 

Brockman, 6th in informative. 

Here’s an overview of team members and their performance pieces: Emily and MaKayla have performed their duet act-

ing piece at two out of the three meets and placed ninth at Broken Bow. MaKayla says, “Seeing how we’ve gone to two 

meets, I think we’ve done pretty well.” The duet is about a girl named Nikki claiming to be allergic to idiots; her sister 

doesn’t believe her but she plays along. One of the two Oral Interpretation of Drama (OID) pieces is called “Nunsense.” 

This OID is about nuns hosting a fundraiser so they can bury the four dead nuns they weren’t able to bury before Rever-

end Mother bought a TV. The cast of this OID is Marissa, Shannon, Lauren and Alayna. Shannon Kennicutt also per-

forms a serious prose about how guilt brings out what you’re hiding in Edger Allen Poe’s poem “The Tell-Tale Heart.”  

Some of the other categories that Elwood students compete in are poetry, humorous prose, and entertainment. Out of the 

14 members from the last three speech meets, seven speeches between five people have been medaled. The speech team 

still has district competition on March 16 at North Platte and the state contest in Kearney left of this season; they are all 

eager for state. Kyla Monie, the other speech coach, says, “I’m so happy to see so many new faces. I'm proud of how 

everyone has done.” Good luck to every speech member at the upcoming speech meets.    -SK 

Speech Team Performs Well at FKC 

“The Future’s So Bright, We Gotta Wear Shades.” Students and Staff at Elwood School celebrated “Read Across America” week 

with several activities, including a kick-off assembly. 

Elwood Celebrates “Read Across America” 
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The District Spelling Bee was held after school on Wednesday, March 4. The top four spellers from fifth through 

eighth grades were eligible to compete in the district contest. After ten rounds of competition, the district winners 

were: Brody Diefenbaugh, 1st place; Julian Seberger, 2nd place; Kara Brockman, 3rd place. Brody qualified to repre-

sent Elwood school at the state spelling bee in Omaha on March 28. 

Make sure to order your 

yearbook online 

at jostensyearbooks.com! 
Don’t miss out on all the memories! 

 

Any questions, call the 

school at 785-2491. 
(no extras will be ordered) 

Superintendent Hatch presents the first place spelling bee trophy to Brody Diefenbaugh (left), the second place medal to Julian 

Seberger (center), and the third place medal to Kara Brockman (right). 



YEARBOOK GOLD SPONSORS 

Platte Valley Auto · Plum Creek Motors · Eustis Welding & Repair 

O’Hanlon Seed · Overton Veterinary Clinic · The Buggy Whip 

Steakmaster · The Home Agency · Pinnacle Bank 

Lexington Regional Hospital 
 

YEARBOOK SILVER SPONSORS 

Circle Five · Homestead Bank · Edward Jones 

Brell Realty & Auction · Beverly Bogle Louthan 

2019-2020 Elwood High School Journalism Staff 

Juan Flores, Melissa Quintana, Zayley Christner, Trevor Jorges 

Shannon Kennicutt, Marissa McClung, Emily Winter 

Kenzy Beam, Cameron Meares, Katana Lee, Stormie Newton 

We have another installment of our Senior Spotlight this month; sever-

al more seniors have decided on their plans for after graduation in 

May. 

Hunter Rios plans to attend Southeast Community College in Milford 

to study diesel mechanics. Carina Atterberry plans to attend McCook 

Community College for psychology. Cauy Bennett will be studying 

livestock management at Nebraska College of Technical Agriculture 

(NCTA) in Curtis. Kiera Fulmer will also be heading to NCTA in Cur-

tis to study veterinary technology. Stay tuned for info on the plans of 

others from the class of 2020!     -MQ 
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