
SCHOOL CITY OF WHITING 

 REGULAR SCHOOL BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

February 22, 2016   -   5:30 PM 

  

Board President Ms. Murzyn called the regular meeting to order at 5:30  PM  with the following board members present:  Kathy 
Murzyn,  Michael Toth, Jerry Moynihan  Tony Borgo and Aimee Legg.   

  

Also Present:  Superintendent of Schools Dr. Sandra Martinez, Assistant Superintendent Cindy Scroggins, School Board Attorney, 
Joseph L. Curosh, Director of Finance, Kim Pusateri, Director of Buildings & Grounds, Mark Murzyn, and Board Recording Secretary, 
Jennifer Halliar were also present. 

  

Pledge of Allegiance & Prayer – Everyone present at the meeting recited the Pledge of Allegiance and Ms. Murzyn gave a short 
prayer immediately thereafter. 

  

Audience Comments – Board President Ms. Murzyn opened the meeting to audience comments concerning items on the 
agenda:  There were no visitors present.   Hearing no comments, the Audience Comment segment was closed.  

  

Approval of Minutes - All Board members were given copies of the minutes of the special school board meeting of January 6, 
2016 (Reorganization of the Board and Oath of Office of New Board Member).  Mr. Borgo made a motion to approve the minutes of the 
special meeting of January 6, 2016.  Mr. Moynihan seconded the motion, which was passed unanimously by the Board.  

  

Board members were also given copies of the minutes of the Meeting of the Board of Finance held on January 25, 2016 at 5:30 PM 
(prior to the regular meeting).   Mr. Moynihan made a motion to approve the minutes of the Meeting of the Board of Finance.  Ms. Legg 
seconded the motion, which was passed unanimously by the Board.  

  

Board Members were given copies of the regular school board meeting of January 25, 2016 at 5:45 PM.  Mr. Moynihan made a 
motion to approve the regular meeting minutes (as amended).  Mr. Borgo seconded the motion, which was passed unanimously by the 
Board. 

  

Approval of Claims for the Month of February – A vendor’s list of claims to be paid in February  in the amount of $931,165.11 were 
presented to each Board member.   All items have been received and all claims are subject to final Board review.   Mr. Toth made a 
motion to approve the claims for February as presented.  Mr. Moynihan seconded the motion, which was passed unanimously by the 
Board. 

  

Receipts and Disbursements Ending January 31, 2016 

  Receipts Disbursements 

General ( 010 ) $607,385.06 $998,192.30 



Debt Service ( 020 ) $0.00 $0.00 

Capital Projects ( 035 ) $0.00 $53,555.71 

Transportation ( 041 )                    -   $27,154.46 

Bus Replacement ( 042 ) $0.00 $0.00 

Rainy Day ( 061 ) $0.00 $0.00 

Retirement/Severance ( 063 ) $0.00 $0.00 

GO BOND (071) $0.00 $14,254.00 

School Bkfst. / Lunch ( 080 ) $50,242.88 $44,787.70 

Ending January 31, 2016 Receipts Disbursements 

Textbook Rental ( 090 ) $1,145.44 $7,416.00 

Self-Insurance (110) $134,128.11 $145,109.60 

Levy Excess (120) $0.00 $0.00 

Parents As Teachers Prog ( 211 ) $0.00 $0.00 

Afternoons Rock (240-0) $0.00 $0.00 

Drama (251-5) $0.00 $4,105.90 

STEM (252-0) $0.00 $5,488.61 

Buckley Wall of Fame ( 292 ) $0.00 $250.75 

Top Ten Annual Dinner ( 295 ) $0.00 $0.00 

GT(310-6) $5,000.00 $1,985.30 

Common School Technology (319-0) $0.00 $0.00 

Medicaid Reimburse (325) $0.00 $0.00 

Secured School Safety (327-5) $50,000.00 $0.00 

Gaming (330) $122.00 $0.00 

Non English Speaking ( 371-6 ) $7,000.00 $2,305.97 

School Technology (372) $0.00 $0.00 

Title I (410-6) $25,128.39 $16,954.34 



IDEA Part B (525-6) $23,503.08 $18,592.50 

Medicaid Reimburse  Fed. (646) $0.00 $3,294.94 

Title II Part A (684-5) $2,028.77 $338.41 

Title III SY1516 (688-6) $2,955.62 $2,161.84 

Clearing Accounts ( 810 ) $137,456.46 $137,456.46 

Pre-Paid Food (840-0) $991.68 $0.00 

TOTALS $1,047,087.49 $1,483,404.79 

  

Superintendent’s Report 

  

Dr. Martinez discussed the school board calendar:  March 4th – deadline for Buckley Wall of Fame Nomination forms; End of the third 
quarter on March 11th; Science Olympiad Team State Tournament at IU in Bloomington on March 18th; Spring vacation begins on 
March 25th through April 1st with students and teachers returning on Monday, April 4th; and the next regular school board meeting 
scheduled for Wednesday, March 30, 2016 at 5:30 PM.  

  

  

  

  

  

Superintendent’s Report (Continued) 

  

A.D. Department – Dr. Martinez said that the Athletic Director Tyler Tampier will be submitting monthly updates along with a monthly 
work schedule.  

  

Educator of the Year Award – Dr. Martinez said for the record she would like to congratulate HS Teacher, Dan Nichols for being 
selected as Educator of the Year by the Whiting/Robertsdale Chamber of Commerce.  Mr. Nichols left a Science Olympiad competition 
early to be able to attend the Installation Dinner.  Also attending the dinner in support of Mr. Nichols were School Board President Kathy 
Murzyn, High School Principal Julie Fregien, Assistant Superintendent, Cindy Scroggins and Superintendent Sandra Martinez.  Dr. 
Martinez said that Teachers Jeff Cain and Jeremy Long were former nominees making this the third year that Whiting teachers received 
this recognition. 

  

Occupational Health Center – Dr. Martinez said that she, HR Specialist Renee Dunlap, and Director of Finance, Kim Pusateri met with 
representatives from St. Catherines Hospital regarding the St. Catherine’s occupational clinic in Whiting.   Dr. Martinez said that we 
could transfer our account from Concentra in Hammond to St. Catherine’s in Whiting.  There would be no contract to sign or annual 
charges.  Services would be charged according to a fee schedule.  The location makes it more convenient than having to transport 
employees to Concentra in Hammond. 



  

Dr. Martinez said St. Catherines would provide the school with a fee schedule.  They also have their own on-site x-ray lab.  The Athletic 
Director could use the facility for student athletic physicals and back to school physicals. 

  

Assistant Superintendent’s Report 

ISTEP Pre-Test - Ms. Scroggins said that this week the district participated in the ISTEP Pre-test (on line testing).  Ms. Scroggins 
announced that Whiting Schools was chosen to participate in a state sample for future test questions in 3rd, 6th, 7th and 
10th grade.    Ms. Scroggins provided the board with an overview of WIDA Assessment.  

  

Teacher Compensation Model – Ms. Scroggins said that the summative evaluations have been completed and all teachers have signed 
off.  Ms. Scroggins said that teachers are usually given the number of points received on the compensation model that they then sign 
off on.  The school will pay a one-time stipend (which does not go to the base).  Approximately $500.00 from the performance grant and 
$500.00 for the compensation model  for effective teachers.  Ms. Scroggins said that of 60 teachers, one was not eligible for the 
compensation model; 2 resigned; 2 who were rated needs improvement, cannot participate leaving a total of 52 who were effective and 
3 were highly effective.  

  

Google Training through CDW – Ms. Scroggins said that HS Teachers Tim Hopps, Selene Giron, Jeremy Long, Kassie Markovich, 
Santina Johnson and Principal Julie Fregien attended an in-service by CDW “Google Apps for Educators”.   Ms. Scroggins said the six 
teachers will pilot the program and three carts will be purchased for next fall.  Ms. Scroggins said she will work with HS Principal Julie 
Fregien so that each teacher will complete the Level I Training.  

  

Board President Ms. Murzyn asked if it would be possible to have a demonstration at a board meeting.  Ms. Scroggins said that Julie 
Fregien is a certified Google educator.  Dr. Martinez said that the school can use Title II funds to pay stipends for the six teachers 
during training.  Dr. Martinez also said that the early release dates can be used for the training.  

NEW BUSINESS 

  

Approval of Contract with National Student Clearinghouse – Dr. Martinez requested approval of the contract with National Student 
Clearinghouse.  Mr. Borgo made a motion to approve the contract as presented.  Mr. Toth seconded the motion, which was passed 
unanimously by the Board. 

  

  

NEW BUSINESS (Continued) 

  

Approval of Memorandum of Understanding – Dr. Martinez recommended approval of the Memorandum of Understanding between 
the City of Whiting Redevelopment Commission and the School City of Whiting for the purpose of providing $66,000.00 to the School 
City for an Eligible Energy Savings Project.  Mr. Moynihan made a motion to approve the MOU as presented.  Ms. Legg seconded the 
motion, which was passed unanimously by the Board.  

  

Approval to Appoint Directors – Dr. Martinez said that the School City of Whiting Building Corporation needs board approval to 
appoint three directors for the new three year term of the Building Corporation, commencing February 22, 2016.  It was the 
recommendation to appoint Ms. Rachael DeLuna, John T. Haynes, and Bruce Stolman as Building Corporation Directors.  Mr. Toth 
made a motion to approve the recommendation.   Ms. Legg seconded the motion, which was passed unanimously by the Board.  



  

Approval of Addendum to Technology Consultant – Dr. Martinez recommended approval of the Addendum to the Technology 
Consultant Contract for the period of January 4, 2016 to July 31, 2017.   Mr. Toth made a motion to approve the addendum as 
presented.  Mr. Borgo seconded the motion, which was passed unanimously by the Board. 

  

Approval of Educational Consultant Contract – Dr. Martinez requested approval of the contract with Miki Hamstra, as Educational 
Consultant to provide services for the High Ability Professional Development Grant from March 14, 2016 through March 17, 2016.  Dr. 
Martinez said that the professional development would take place during the half release days.    Ms. Legg made a motion to approve 
the contract as presented.  Mr. Borgo seconded the motion, which was passed unanimously by the Board. 

  

Acceptance of Title II – Part A Grant – Dr. Martinez requested approval to accept the Title II Part-A Grant in the amount of 
$35,133.00.  Mr. Borgo made a motion to accept the grant.  Mr. Moynihan seconded the motion, which was passed unanimously by the 
Board.  

  

Acceptance of Donations – Dr. Martinez requested approval to accept the donations as noted on the agenda:  $150.00 from Mayor 
Joseph M. Stahura for Friends of Whiting High School – Buckley Wall of Fame; $50.00 from Veronica Corral for Middle School Band; 
$20.00 from Greater Horizons Giving Card Program for the School City of Whiting Education Foundation; and $57.07 from Target Take 
Charge of Education for Whiting Middle School Student Activity Account.  Mr. Moynihan made a motion to accept the donations as 
presented.  Mr. Toth seconded the motion, which was passed unanimously by the Board. 

  

Approval to Conduct Special Executive Session – Dr. Martinez requested approval to conduct a special executive session on 
Wednesday, February 24, 2016 at 5:30 PM.  Mr. Moynihan made a motion to approve the recommendation.  Mr. Toth seconded the 
motion, which was passed unanimously by the Board. 

  

Approval of Appointments – Dr. Martinez recommended approval of the appointments, which the Board took in aggregate:  Mr. Jason 
Jendreas as JV Baseball Coach, effective the 2015/2016 school year; and Ms. Amanda Blackwell as Assistant Varsity Softball Coach 
effective the 2015/2016 school year.  Mr. Toth made a motion to approve the appointments.  Mr. Borgo seconded the motion, which 
was passed unanimously by the Board. 

  

Approval to Appoint HS Guidance Secretary – Dr. Martinez recommended approval to appoint Ms. Cristina (Magallanes) Alfaro as 
WHS Guidance Department Secretary at $15.36 per hour, for 5 ½ hours per day, for 27 ½ hours per week for 194 days with a 90 day 
probationary period, effective February 29, 2016.   Mr. Borgo made a motion to approve the appointments.  Ms. Legg seconded the 
motion, which was passed unanimously by the Board. 

  

  

Board Member Comments 

  

Board President Ms. Murzyn congratulated Dan Nichols for being Educator of the Year and to Jeremy Long and Jeff Cain, all three 
excellent choices (3 for 3 ).  Ms. Murzyn also wished good luck to the boys’ team. 

  

  



Adjournment – There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 6:31 P.M. on a motion made 
by Mr. Moynihan and seconded by Ms. Legg, which was passed unanimously by the Board.              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
                                                                                                                                                                            _____________________
_____ 

                                                                                                           Secretary 

 


