
BAM Update 
March 10, 2020 

 

 
2 Cor. 5:14  “For Christ’s love compels us, because we are convinced that one died for all, and 

therefore all died.” 

 

Having spoken two languages for the last 30 years I have firsthand knowledge of the difficulty 

involved in translation.  I can appreciate how difficult it is to find the right word or phrase to 

accurately translate.  Sometimes that translation is not possible, so we are forced to choose.  I am 

fascinated by the different translations for the Greek word synechei.  Some translations translate 

the word as compel while others translate the word as constrain, seemingly two very different 

actions. One seems to be more offensive (compel) pushing on to take action.  While constrain 

seems more defensive, restricting us from a certain action.  I believe the translators looked more 

at the noun in order to translate the verb.  In other words, Christ’s love is what at times compels 

and at times constrains us.  It ought to push us to action, that may even seem crazy to others, yet 

constrain us from living out our own will or sinning against our Loving Lord.  In short, we ought 

to die to self and live for Jesus. 

 

New Beginnings 

This week we are blessed to have the New Beginnings Church be with us.  The will be doing an 

assortment of different ministries during that time.  We will build a cistern for a drug 

rehabilitation center.  40% of San Nicholas’ small population has an addiction problem.  This 

center was up and running, but when the government changed, the program was discontinued.  

The new administration wants to start it up again, but they do not have water.  The men on the 

team will help build a cistern to provide water for the facility.  In the afternoons, the men will 

take turns handing out water filters, sharing their testimony and the Gospel. 

 

The women on the team are planning several activities to serve the women of the community.  

They will also be doing a mini-conference at one of our churches in Puebla on Saturday 

morning.  They will also be working with the children doing an assortment of teaching, crafts 

and games with the children and sharing the Gospel in some creative ways. 

 

We will be joined by a group of young professionals from Torre Fuerte.  They will be helping 

with all of the groups and the different ministries.  They will also be helping in the translation.  

So, between New Beginnings and this group of young professionals and our staff we should have 

approximately 25 people working this week to show and share Jesus Christ to a very needy 

community. 

 

Prayer Requests: 

1. Pray for the various groups and their safety. 

2. Pray for deeper inroads into San Nicholas. 

3. Pray for all of the logistics involved in moving a large team around, equipment, 

materials, translators etc. 

4. Pray that the Lord would make receptive hearts in those who will hear the Good News 

this week. 


