
Sanborn Central School             

March Board of Education Meeting Synopsis          

March 9th, 2020   

-Order was called with the Pledge of Allegiance 

-There was an addition made to the agenda. 

-There were several visitors to the meeting: Elementary School Teachers – Kim Sevareid, Cheryl Schmit, 

Jennifer Larson, Krista Moore, Elementary Aide Ashly Uecker, Title 1 Teacher Kayla Vetter, USD Student 

Abby Vermeulen 

-Approved the Agenda, Minutes, and Financial Reports.  Along with the financial report, the district is 

transferring $50,000 from the capital outlay fund into a CD at the bank.  The hope is the interest that is 

accumulated will help off-set any interest accrued on a loan for the purchase of a big-ticket item, such as 

a skid-loader or a suburban.   

-Superintendent Siemsen reported the following: 

Legislative update (as of Monday looks like a 2% increase to state funding will be passed).  

Spring Activities are ramping up with band and chorus concerts, AG CDE’s, golf, and track set to 

begin this month.  Congratulations to the boys and girls basketball teams for the successful 

seasons.  3rd Quarter ended on March 6th.  No school on March 13th and 20th.  Northern Plains 

Insurance Group meeting is scheduled for March 17st.  Gayle will attend.  The SPED conference 

will be held on March 17th-18th.  Mrs. Sanderson, Ms. McClane and I will attend.  Senior 

Experience presentations will be held on March 27th.  We had the gas holding tank cleaned and 

filtered.  A rate for contracting out our bus routes was provided to the district ($20,800/month 

for 10-month contract).  It was discussed and decided that the district will not seek this avenue 

at this time, knowing that it may become an option in the future.  The HS staff presented an 

alternative schedule plan for adding more course options and offerings in the high school, which 

will be further discussed and implemented in the 2020-2021 school year. 

-Principal Vermeulen reported the following: 

The MS lock-in and coronation was a success.  Only 3 students did not attend.  Congratulations 

to Princess Kara Wormstadt and Prince Cody Slykhuis.  The student body enjoyed a week of FFA 

Events: February 17-21.  The elementary students acknowledged Read Across America and Dr. 

Seuss from March 2-6.  American Legion poems and essays have been completed and delivered 

to both the Artesian and Letcher Posts.  Our counselor, Mica Foxley, returned to school on 

March 5.  Mrs. Harmderks did a fine job as a sub.  Diane Bechen has started visiting with grades 

5 and 6 completing Kids Quest activities.  She will be at SC 4 Mondays.  No School on March 13 

and 20.  Summative ELA and Math testing window opened March 4.  Our elementary staff will 

be hosting a Family Literacy Night on March 26.  Lowell Perman will perform some story telling 



activities.  We hope to send home some make and take activities and parent reading ideas.  It 

will run from 3:30 – 5:30, with some door prizes will being raffled. 

 

-Discussion Items:  

Preschool: The purpose of the elementary staff’s presence at the meeting was to present some 

thoughts and ideas pertaining to potential changes to the structure of our preschool.  There 

were several ideas presented, including age admittance changes, splitting up the group into 

separate classes (new to preschool in one and repeat students in another) with a separate 

teacher, and other ways to continue improving the program.  The board and administration had 

some questions, which led to a constructive discussion.  This will be explored further with no 

decisions made at this time. 

4-H building: Continued discussion regarding the district’s interest in utilizing the proposed 

expansion to the 4-H building in Forestburg. 

Potential Projects: Discussed items such as students constructing storage unit within a class 

(possibly a joint venture with industrial tech in Woonsocket). 

Handling of potential hazards:  In light of the current state of the region, regarding potential 

flooding issues as well as the potential threat of infectious disease, we need to be proactive and 

develop a plan to address the potential for a long-term outage of in school time.  Our biggest 

areas of concern are in the elementary school and at our colony school.  The HS and MS 

students would be able to utilize devices to continue their courses via the internet, namely 

google classroom.  However, the colony school does not permit the use of computers with 

internet and the elementary school would have a difficult time conducting their classes online as 

this is not a large part of what they currently do.  This portion of a plan will be fluid, with input 

being sought by the state and making inquisitions of other district’s thought and ideas.  Along 

with plans, the district will be posting information, as it is obtained, regarding how to make the 

school and the environment of the students as safe as possible.   

-Approved the authorization of purchasing a skid-loader (upon finding one that fits the board’s 

stipulations) 

-Approved the proposed 2020-2021 Academic Calendar 

-Acknowledged the SCEA’s letter to enter negotiations  

-Approved the certified and classified contracts for the 2020-2021 school year 

-Approved the district’s food service procurement policy 

-Approved the district’s food service code of conduct policy. 



-Approved entering executive session to discuss personnel items at 8:54. Came out of executive session 

at 9:40. 

-Board action was taken to discontinue the participation in a shared services association with 

instructional coach Roxane Dyk. 

-Adjournment approved at 9:43 

Next scheduled board meeting will be held at Sanborn Central on Tuesday, April 14th beginning at 5:00 

pm.  Board negotiations with the SCEA will take place after general board business. 

 

 


