
Minutes of Regular Meeting of the El Dorado School Board 

January 9, 2017 
 

The directors of the board met on the above date at 6:00 p.m. in the Board Room, School 

Administration Building, 200 West Oak Street, with Wayne Gibson presiding.  Other 

directors present were Vicky Dobson, Chris Lutman, Keith Smith, and Susan Turbeville. 

Directors Renee Skinner, Todd Whatley and Treasurer Shelley Pruitt were absent. Also 

attending was Supt. Jim Tucker, Rhonda Simmons, Melissa Powell, Katie Sandifer, 

Bonnie Haynie and Lou Ann Voris. 

 

Mr. Gibson asked if there were any corrections or additions to the minutes of the meeting 

held December 12.   On a motion by Chris Lutman, seconded by Vicky Dobson, and 

carried on a 5-0 vote at 6:00 p.m., the minutes were approved. 

 

Mr. Gibson noted Mrs. Pruitt is not in attendance due to illness and any questions the 

directors might have about bills, Mr. Tucker will answer.  There were no questions and 

on a motion by Chris Lutman, seconded by Keith Smith, and carried on a 5-0 vote, the 

bills were approved for payment.  A list of bills paid and monthly financial statement are 

on file in the business office.  Mrs. Turbeville asked Mr. Tucker about the renovation 

timeline on the Memorial Stadium track. He explained that due to weather conditions, the 

renovations have been on an off-and-on basis for the last couple of months.  To complete 

improvements, the weather has to be above 50° and dry for work to continue.  He added 

that workers will spray the surface of the track, which will need to cure for at least a 

week before activities can continue on the track.  Replacement of the track began last 

June and included removing the old surface and installing a new base.  Mr. Tucker said 

they plan is to have it ready for track season.  6:02 p.m. 

 

Grace George introduced Paul Stolle, new Aramark Food Services Director for the 

district.  Mr. Stolle spoke with the board about his past experience as a chef and his 

previous work in this position at Poplar Bluff, Missouri.  While maintain high goals with 

food services in the district, Mr. Stolle spoke about his desire to teach different foods to 

the students and also plans to visit each school’s principal in the near future.  His goal is 

to entice more students to eat the cafeteria food.   6:05 p.m. 

 

Student of the Month from Northwest Elementary School, Alex Grace Elia.  Mr. Gibson 

said that Alex Grace is the daughter of Chris Elia and Dr. Kristi Elia and a fourth grader 

in Mrs. Nancy Bailey and Mrs. Ashley King’s classroom.  Her teachers and principal, 

Mrs. Sherry Floss said that Alex Grace is an exceptional all-around student.  She is a hard 

worker who is always eager to learn.  Alex Grace is constantly thinking of others and 

always going out of her way to be helpful.  Mrs. Floss lovers her positive attitude and 

how she constantly wears a smile to brighten everyone’s day.  Northwest is proud to be 

represented by Alex Grace Elia as the school’s Student of the Month.  Mr. Gibson 

presented her with a certificate from the board.  6:08 p.m. 

 

Mr. Gibson introduced the Teacher of the Month from Northwest Elementary School, 

Jennifer Reed.  Mrs. Reed attended the University of Arkansas at Monticello and 

received her bachelor’s degree in early childhood education.  She has been with the 

district for nine years and teaches kindergarten at Northwest. 

 

Co-workers nominating her stated she is an extraordinary teacher whose classroom flows 

with effortless control.  She is such a positive influence on everyone around her.  “Mrs. 

Reed always goes above and beyond in any task and is more than willing and open to 

change.” Was quoted by her principal, Mrs. Sherry Floss.  Northwest is proud to be 

represented by Jennifer Reed as the school’s Teacher of the Month.  Mr. Gibson 

presented her with a certificate from the board.  6:09 p.m. 

 

Sherry Floss gave a principal’s report from Northwest Elementary School. Mrs. Floss 

said the theme for the 2016 – 2017 school year is “Northwest – Where Learning is a 

World Class Adventure.”   She explained that students have ‘destination days,’ which 

have included El Dorado, Arkansas, Brazil, Canada, the North Pole, China, Mexico, 

Great Britain, France and numerous other countries.   

 



She noted at Northwest this year, students use EduTyping Jr. – a curriculum that 

introduces new keys by rows where students first learn the middle row, then the top row 

and the bottom row of the keyboard and designed with a strong focus on sight and high 

frequency words – and Moby Max – which finds and fixes learning gaps with the power 

of personalized learning with an individualized education plan for each student, 

according to the EduTyping Jr. and Moby Max websites.  Mrs. Floss added Moby Max 

introduces an interactive game that includes literacy and math based on standards. 

 

She said students also use Bee-Bots for computer coding, Ipads and Chromebooks for 

computer based assessments.  She said starting today, tutoring will be offered before 

school and over seventy students in grades three and four have participated in tutoring at 

the school, along with over thirty-five first and second graders.   Mrs. Floss said, “We 

have world class students with world class behavior.”  The school has an Accelerated 

Reader fundraiser in the works to be held in the South Arkansas Arboretum.  Mrs. Floss 

summed up her presentation with, “We want students to explore new adventures and 

enjoy life.”  6:19 p.m. 

 

Vice president of E.H.S. Student Council, Landrey Harrell reported on current and 

upcoming events at the high school.   She stated students are preparing for the Mr. E.H.S. 

Pageant; a fundraising pageant where male members of the senior class will dress in 

pageant attire.  This year the funds from the pageant, at $5.00 per ticket, will be donated 

to Arkansas Children’s Hospital.  She informed the board of the Sweetheart Court and 

basketball games that will be February 14, gave information on the upcoming officer 

elections, and ACT testing.  Landrey stated tryouts are underway for several high school 

sports - baseball, softball and soccer.  Mr. Gibson asked her plans after graduation.  

Landrey said she plans to attend Harding University and major in science.  Her desire is 

to obtain a nursing degree, then her APRN (Advanced Practice Registered Nurse) degree 

with a specialization in neo natal intensive care.   6:24 p.m. 

 

Alva Reibe gave a principal’s report on El Dorado High School. She encouraged board 

members to attend the boys and girls basketball games, especially to watch several 

students that are already recruited by top universities.  Mrs. Reibe praised girls’ 

basketball coach, Destinee Rogers for her high expectations and discipline with her team.  

She noted the bands and clubs are busy, too.  She reiterated what Landrey Harrell said 

about the Mr. E.H.S. pageant, added the EAST class has helped dress UCAPS dogs in 

costumes for their fundraiser and Key Club members are helping with a United Way 

fundraiser.  She also explained about an upcoming trip for twenty-eight students that will 

visit the 1,200 acre Heifer Ranch and spend the night on the grounds of the Global 

Village.  Heifer promotes hands on, interactive programs and activities contributing 

sustainable solutions to global hunger, poverty and environmental degradation.  Students 

will learn about the root causes of hunger and poverty and the ways in which livestock 

and people can make a difference.  

 

Mrs. Reibe visited with the board about academics and said in the area of technology that 

Chromebook carts are in use, tutoring before and after school is a success, and an 

African-American class has been added this year.  She said when a student does not do 

well on a test, they can attend a one hour before or after school tutoring session, re-take 

the test and earn up to twenty points in helping their grade on that particular test.  Mrs. 

Reibe introduced Karen Silmon and stated she has been instrumental in keeping up with 

data on students and testing.  She meets with each department to help students improve in 

all testing areas.  Mrs. Reibe noted that Mrs. Silmon’s task is more student driven rather 

than test driven and they are seeing areas of growth in working with the data.  This has 

proven very essential to the teachers and is also showing to be helpful with the ACT 

Aspire for ninth and tenth graders.  6:39 p.m. 

 

Alva Reibe asked for the board’s consideration in her request for a change to the district 

calendar.in dates for the Kittens and CATS Conferences.  She noted the conferences are a 

day when students come to the school with their parents by appointment and meet with 

their homeroom teacher, fill out their four-year plan and register for classes for the next 

fall.  Students and teachers spend time in homeroom prior to that date making goals and 

planning.  All of this is done keeping the twenty-two required credits for graduation in 

mind, she said.   



Mrs. Reibe explained the high school has applied for two grants for classes in computer 

science and pre-engineering.  If the high school were to receive the approval and funding, 

then it will prove helpful to be able to list those classes in the course content guides that 

are handed out at the conferences for parents and students to consider. The parents and 

students will not know about those possible courses unless the conference dates are 

changed.  Mr. Gibson asked if the board would consider voting on the request in the 

January meeting.  On a motion by Susan Turbeville, seconded by Chris Lutman, and 

carried on a 5-0 vote, at 6:41 p.m., it was 

 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the date change of the student 

conferences at El Dorado High School and Barton Jr. High School to be:  CATS 

Conferences to Tuesday, April 4, 2017 and Kittens Conference to Thursday, April 

6, 2017.  

 

The board approved Petition for Transfer Requests for one student to transfer to 

Smackover-Norphlet School district. 6:43 p.m. 

 

The meeting adjourned to an executive session to discuss personnel matters, then 

reconvened to an open meeting.  On a motion by Susan Turbeville, seconded by Keith 

Smith, and carried on a 5-0 vote at 8:00 p.m., it was 

 

 RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the superintendent’s 

 recommendations concerning the acceptance of resignations and the employment 

 of new personnel. 

 

On a motion by Susan Turbeville seconded by Vicky Dobson, and carried on a 5-0 vote 

at 8:08 p.m., it was 

 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the contract of Superintendent Jim 

Tucker for 3 years effective January 2017 at a salary of $156,000.00.  The salary 

amount includes a travel allotment.        

 

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned.  

 

       


