
Minutes of Regular Meeting of the El Dorado School Board 

March 13, 2017 

 
The directors of the board met on the above date at 6:00 p.m. in the Board Room, School 

Administration Building, 200 West Oak Street, with Wayne Gibson presiding.  Other 

directors present were Vicky Dobson, Chris Lutman, Renee Skinner, Keith Smith and 

Susan Turbeville.  Director Todd Whatley was absent.  Also attending was Supt. Jim 

Tucker, Rhonda Simmons, Melissa Powell, Katie Sandifer, Tim Zylks, Bonnie Haynie, 

Shelley Pruitt, and Lou Ann Voris.   

 

Mr. Gibson asked if there were any corrections or additions to the minutes of the 

meetings held February 13 and March 9.  On a motion by Renee Skinner, seconded by 

Susan Turbeville and carried on a 6-0 vote, the minutes were approved at 6:00 p.m. 

 

The board reviewed the monthly bills.  After some discussion and on a motion by Chris 

Lutman, seconded by Keith Smith, and carried on a 6-0 vote, the bills were approved for 

payment at 6:00 p.m.  A list of bills paid and monthly financial statement are on file in 

the business office. 

 

Mr. Gibson introduced Amelia Johnson as Student of the Month from Yocum Primary 

School.  He said Amelia is the daughter of Matthew and Ashley Johnson and in Mrs. 

Casey Orr’s first grade classroom.  Mrs. Orr and kindergarten teacher, Ms. Jamia White 

said that Amelia is an amazing student with an amazing personality.  She comes to school 

with a smile on her face every day.  Amelia is a steady student day in and day out.  She is 

organized and follows through with her work.  She models the kind of engaged scholar 

that teachers would love to have filling up their classrooms. 

 

Her principals, Mrs. Jesica Edwards and Mrs. Michelle Henry agree that Yocum Primary 

appreciates students like Amelia that are consistently good and eager students.  She has 

such a warm smile that greets friends in the hall and is a dependable student in the 

classroom as well.  Amelia works hard to perform her at school each and every day.  It is 

great to see a student that makes such an impact on the previous year’s teacher that she 

nominates her as the Student of the Month.  Yocum Primary staff will miss Amelia next 

year as she blesses Yocum Elementary teachers as a second grader.  Yocum staff and 

students are proud to have Amelia Johnson represent the primary school as the Student of 

the Month.  Mr. Gibson presented Amelia with a certificate from the board.  6:03 p.m.   

 

Winston Williams was introduced as the Student of the Month from Yocum Elementary 

School. Mr. Gibson said Winston is the son of Greg and Vanessa Williams and in Mrs. 

Jennifer Duncan’s homeroom.  Several teachers nominated Winston and said he is always 

dependable, a great student and respects his peers and teachers.  Another teacher stated, 

“If we could clone just one student, Winston would be the one.  He is polite, kind, willing 

to go above and beyond in math, science, reading, and writing.  He’s just one terrific 

young man.”    

 

His principal, Mrs. Michelle Henry said she is excited to have students like Winston.  Our 

teachers find him a joy to teach each day.  Winston is a hard worker and will go far in life 

with his determination.  It is a pleasure to have Winston Williams as a Yocum students.  

Yocum staff and students are proud for Winston to represent us as the Student of the 

Month.  Mr. Gibson present Winston with a certificate from the board.  6:04 p.m. 

 

Mr. Gibson recognized Monica Nash as Teacher of the Month from Yocum Primary 

School.  Mrs. Nash received her Bachelor of Science in Education degree from Louisiana 

Tech University and is certified in early childhood education.  She teaches kindergarten 

at the primary school and has fifteen years teaching experience – all in the El Dorado 

School District. 

 

Mrs. Nash is married to Brian Nash and the mom to four sons.  She has been on the At 

Risk Student committee, worked with Standards-Based Reporting, has had student 

teachers, and served as a mentor teacher.  She attended technology integration training 

and helped integrate technology into the classrooms. 

 



Fellow co-workers stated Monica Nash is a wonderful teacher.  She does many great 

things with her students.  She is also a wonderful co-worker because she shares many of 

the things that she is doing and using in her classroom with others.  She works hard to 

ensure all of her students’ needs are being met.  Another said, “When I see her in passing, 

she always seems professional and put together.  Anytime I have needed assistance she 

has been able to provide an answer or a copy of something I could use.  I see her helping 

other teachers as well as6:07 p.m. 

 

Mr. Gibson said Mindy Sivils, Teacher of the Month from Yocum Elementary School, 

could not attend the meeting and will be recognized in the April board meeting. 

 

Michelle Henry, principal at Yocum Elementary and Yocum Primary School brought a 

report to the board about current events at the school.  Mrs. Henry thanked the board and 

administration office staff for their dedication to the students and supporting the Yocum 

staff.  She said the theme at Yocum Primary and Elementary Schools this year is “Get 

Your Games On” -- which stands for Goals and Motivation Equal Success.   She showed 

a video, filmed by Katie Sandifer that showed the day in the life of a kindergarten student 

as Annalee Ibert invited those watching the video to follow her through the school.  As 

she walked through the halls, Annalee identified areas – the office, classrooms, 

playground, where buses pick up students, the computer lab and the cafeteria – “where 

you can carry your tray all by yourself,” Annalee said.  Mrs. Henry explained the video 

was made for prospective students and parents that are interested in choosing a school 

and to acclimate those families new to Yocum.   

 

Mrs. Henry talked about various programs at the school, special events and projects, 

Accelerated Reader program, and a Thanksgiving feast held in November at the school.  

She said football, basketball and soccer players, along with their coaches, came to school 

to teach students about those games; a veterinarian visited with students and librarian 

Kathy Zylks shared Yocum’s history with students.  Yocum students wrote essays about 

their “dreams” to commemorate Martin Luther King, Jr. Day and a number of clubs have 

been established for students.  Mrs. Henry said during the year students have taken field 

trips to the South Arkansas Regional Airport, a pumpkin patch and other locations.  On 

Thursday at 6:00 p.m. “Yocum’s Got Talent” a fundraiser talent show will be held at the 

school.  6:20 p.m. 

 

Mr. Gibson introduced Caroline Humphreys, secretary of the E.H.S. Student Council.  

Caroline reported on the upcoming CATS Conferences to be held on April 4, helping 

underclassmen with their schedules, advanced placement classes, the senior’s Prom and 

All Night Party.  Mr. Gibson asked Caroline what she had gained while attending the 

high school.   She thought for a minutes and quickly stated while in high school she has 

enjoyed working with different people and has learned to be more open-minded to others 

viewpoints and beliefs.  She is currently in three A.P. classes and the current and previous 

classes have greatly helped her and others prepare for their upcoming college years.  Mr. 

Gibson asked what she plans to do after high school and Caroline said her plans are to 

attend Harding University and major in speech pathology.  6:27 p.m. 

 

Jody Vines reported to the board on the recent Junk/Gizmo Challenge and the Kinetic 

Konundrum Project.  She introduced students and teachers from Washington Middle 

School as they explained their inventions.  Students showed their inventive minds as they 

displayed a “junky baby,” designed to encourage learning for youngsters; an exercise 

bicycle with a fan attached; a paper airplane thrower and a kinetic kaleidoscope they had 

created using various items donated to the school – everything from old bicycles, tools, 

toasters, and vacuum cleaners.  Items made with these donations included wedges, 

pendulums, inclines, levees and pulleys were used in the two projects. 

 

Mrs. Vines explained that students also used Rokenbok educational toys to make simple 

machines.  They learned how to use tools and how and why various applications are used 

to create everyday items.  She explained after students created the simple machines, 

robotics were added and inventions were maneuvered by remote control.  Students used 

math, science, engineering, reading, art, and history – all subjects – to create and control 

devices during the special project.  Rokenbok is a toy that combines a modular 

construction system with interactive infrared controlled vehicles.  The system is 



expandable and can be added to and changed.  Rokenbok features multiplayer; up to four 

players can operate any of up to eight vehicles simultaneously. 

 

Given paper, drinking straws and tape, Washington students created game boards and 

designed examples of machines to operate pulleys, wheels and axles and paper roller 

coasters, which they demonstrated for the school board and audience.  Mrs. Vines said 

students are preparing to attend a STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Art and 

Math) competition to DeQueen and robotic underwater challenge at Dauphin Island, 

Alabama Sea Lab – the Battle of the Underwater Robots.  She said a GoFundMe account 

has be set up to help pay expenses for the trips and competitions.  6:45 p.m. 

 

Kimberly Thomas, district director of counseling, visited with the board about 

consideration of a proposal of a food pantry for students in need.  The pantry will be a 

“backpack food program” for students to take home on the weekends.  Mr. Thomas said 

she will apply for grants to obtain funding for the program and recently received 

$1,000.00 from United Way of Union County.  Students in need of support will be 

identified by school counselors and teachers and those receiving free or reduced price 

meals will also be considered for the program.  Hygiene items, such as soap, toothpaste 

and brushes will be included in the backpacks sent home with students. 

 

Mrs. Thomas noted the Arkansas Food Bank contacted the school district about the 

backpack program, because Union County is ranked high on the poverty index.  With 

board approval, the El Dorado School District Food Pantry will partner with the Liberty 

Baptist Association in El Dorado and purchase food from the Arkansas Food Bank.  She 

said the state food bank will match local funds donated for the program.  Several groups 

in El Dorado will partner with the school district for the food program.  Mrs. Thomas 

added Retta Brown Elementary is currently the only school in the district offering a 

backpack food program.  Over ninety percent of the students at Retta Brown qualify for 

free and reduced price meals, she added.   

 

Mrs. Thomas told the board that first, the goal is to feed fifty families who have school 

children in the district and hopefully, more families will be fed if grants are approved for 

the program. She explained some of the food items that will be sent home with students 

will include macaroni, fruit in cans, and cereal – which are things kids can open that have 

a long shelf life.  One goal of the program will be to send food home on a regular basis 

on the weekends.  Mr. Tucker recommended the food pantry as presented and asked for 

the board’s consideration and vote so that Mrs. Thomas can complete the application 

process.  On a motion by Susan Turbeville, seconded by Chris Lutman, and carried on a 

6-0 vote, at 6:56 p.m., it was 

 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the El Dorado School District Food 

Pantry in partnership with Liberty Baptist Association and the purchase of food 

from Arkansas Food Bank for a food backpack program for students in need. 

 

Athletic director, Phillip Lansdell brought a proposal to the board for an admission 

change at athletic events for senior citizens.  He said the district would like to offer a 

lifetime senior citizen athletic pass, free of charge, to anyone age 65 or older.  Passes can 

be obtained at the athletic director’s office, located in the TAC House, 1101 North West 

Avenue.  Proof of identification would be required and the pass is good for that 

individual only, Mr. Lansdell stated.  Mr. Tucker recommended the senior citizen pass to 

the board.  On a motion by Susan Turbeville, seconded by Chris Lutman, and carried on a 

6-0 vote at 6:59 p.m., it was 

 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the lifetime senior citizen athletic 

pass, free of charge, to anyone age 65 or older. 

 

Tim Zylks stated he received the following quote for one route, two trip buses and one 

mini bus.  Mr. Tucker noted the mini bus is replacing the one totaled in a recent accident 

that was not the bus drivers fault and staff and students were not seriously injured. 

 

 

 



                   Company             Amount             Total 

1 – Route Bus 

Central States Bus Sales, North Little Rock, AR       $74,483.00       $74,483.00 

 

2 – Trip Buses 

Central States Bus Sales, North Little Rock, AR         84,638.00       169,276.00 

 

1 – Mini Bus 

Masters Transportation, Ozark, MO           53,013.00         53,013.00

    

On a motion by Vicky Dobson, seconded by Keith Smith, and carried on a 6-0 vote at 

7:05 p.m., it was 

 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the purchase of one route bus and 

two trip buses from Central States Bus Sales for a total of $243,759.00 and one 

mini bus at $53,013.00 from Masters Transportation. 

 

The board approved two students to transfer to Parkers Chapel and three from Strong-

Huttig into the El Dorado School District. 

 

The meeting adjourned to an executive session to discuss personnel matters, then 

reconvened to an open meeting.  On a motion by Susan Turbeville seconded by Chris 

Lutman, and carried on a 4-0 vote at 7:25 p.m., it was 

 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the superintendent’s 

recommendations concerning the acceptance of resignations and the employment 

of new personnel. 

 

On a motion by Vicky Dobson, seconded by Susan Turbeville and carried on a 4-0 vote 

at 7:25 p.m. it was 

 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the superintendent’s 

recommendation concerning the re-employment of licensed personnel. 

 

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned.  

 

      

       

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

      

       

       

 


